Summer 2010

Message From
Our Board

Celebrating the Class of 2010
On June 11, the members of the Class of 2010 walked down the
steps of Kennett High School with their heads held high. Class
leaders and administrators addressed the graduates, and success,
anticipation, and lessons learned were the recurring themes of the
day.

PRIDE IN KENNETT SCHOOLS
By Heather Schaen

We Are Proud of Kennett Students and
Teachers
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Kennett Consolidated School District
has exceptional schools with impressive
accomplishments by students, teachers,
and staff of which we are extremely proud.
From rewarding community partnerships
to richly varied programming, from stateof-the-art technology to award-winning
communications, from dynamic teachers
to hard-working students, Kennett excels.
Read on to learn about the well-known
and less familiar facts that give us a great
sense of pride to be part of a District that
puts their students first.

Diane Libert addressed her classmates, “Through our years at
Kennett, a spirit of selflessness has risen in our class. With every
cheer, every vote, and every offer of help, we encourage our
classmates to put forth the best they have to offer. In turn, we’ve
watched each other discover passions and pursue them, becoming
part of an accomplished group, all the while inspired to find our
own places.”
Over $6 million in scholarships, grants, and awards were offered
to this year’s graduating class. The Kennett Consolidated School
District salutes this year’s graduating class and wishes all graduates
all the best as they step out into the world to leave their mark! For
an in-depth look at the Class of 2010, turn to pages 4, 5, and 6.

KEF Recognizes Teachers of the Year

• Over $6 million in scholarships and
Congratulations to the Kennett
awards were offered to the 2010 graduating class (nearly double from the previ- Education Foundation Teachers
of the Year for the 2009-2010
ous year).
school year. Pictured at right
• 91 juniors and seniors are members
(L-R) are Mrs. Kori Barleyof the National Honor Society which
Stoudemire from Kennett
recognizes qualities of good character,
Middle School, Ms. Deborah
service to the school and community,
Roselle from Kennett High
leadership, and scholarship abilities.
School, Mrs. Kyle Miscoski
• Middle school students are offered
from New Garden Elementary
several high school level courses such as
School, Ms. Lori Lattanzio
Algebra I, Geometry I, Spanish I, French from Mary D. Lang Elementary
I, Latin I, and German I.
School and Ms. Sue Collins
from Greenwood Elementary
• Students can choose from six language
School.
courses including online Mandarin and
Arabic.
• All elementary students receive Spanish
instruction in grades 1-5.
• Students in the Kennett High School
Music Department can choose from
more than 10 different music ensembles
including concert band, marching band,
orchestra, jazz band, string ensemble,
concert choir, and others.
• 16 different advanced placement
courses, which enable students to study
subjects at the college level, are taught at
Kennett High School.
• 94% of our students scored proficient/
advanced by 11th grade in the writing program through partnerships with
the Pennsylvania Writing and Literature
Project, the Literacy Alliance, and Writing
Zones with West Chester University.
• There were 11 National Merit Scholars
in the 2010 graduating class (8 commended and 3 semi-finalists).
Continued on page 2
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Kennett High School Named
One of America’s Best High Schools

Kennett High School was recently named
as one of Newsweek’s America’s Best
High Schools. Only six percent of our
nation’s public high schools were similarly
recognized. There were 29 Pennsylvania
high schools that received this acknowledgement and only three were in Chester
County. Conestoga and Great Valley high
schools were the other two schools in
Chester County that were recognized.
“Being named one of America’s best high
schools serves as a testament to the wonderful students, faculty, staff, and community of Kennett,” said Kennett High
School Principal Dr. Michael Barber. “I
am so proud of everyone for this most
recent achievement.”
Non-Profit Org.
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This ranking is compiled by taking the
total number of Advanced Placement
(AP) tests given at a high school each year
and dividing that number by the number
of graduating seniors. This year’s data is
associated with the graduating class of
2009.
“This is quite an honor but not a surprise
for those associated with the Kennett

Consolidated School District,” said
Superintendent Dr. Barry Tomasetti.
“Our school district offers an outstanding
level of education for our students and it
is remarkable that we have a significant
number of students who take advantage
of our AP courses and tests. This type
of success is made possible through the
efforts of all those who are associated with
the District.”

Full Day Kindergarten
Begins at KCSD
The Kennett Consolidated School District is excited to announce that full day kindergarten will begin with the 2010-2011 school year for all kindergarten students.
A parent information night is scheduled for Wednesday, July 14 at 7:00 p.m.
in the Kennett High School auditorium and an open house will be held at each
elementary school for kindergarten students and their parents on Wednesday,
August 25 at 7:00 p.m.
To register your child for kindergarten, please contact the registration office at
610-444-4235.  You can find additional information at www.KCSD.org, or email
questions to info@kcsd.org.
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District Directory
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Greenwood Elementary School
420 Greenwood Road
Kennett Square, PA 19348
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Tracey Marino, Principal

Message From Our Board
• More than 80% of Kennett graduates
continue their education.
• Kennett middle and high school students and parents have access to grades
in all courses online through the Pinnacle Grade Book system.
• More than 65% of Kennett teachers
have a Master’s Degree or above.
• Full day Kindergarten will be available
for all students beginning with the
2010-2011 school year.
• Spanish will be provided to all 6th and
7th grade students beginning with the
2010-2011 school year.
We Are Proud of Kennett Community
Partnerships
• After-The-Bell provides middle school
students an after-school program run
by experienced volunteers, including
local senior citizens, who offer a wide
variety of activities such as the arts,
cooking, games, sports, sewing, and
homework help to name a few.
• The Garage Community and Youth
Center is a valuable community
resource that works in conjunction
with the District to enhance learning
and promote civic responsibility, and
provides students with homework
help, mentoring, and life lessons.
• The Kennett Education Foundation annually funds scholarships for
students and awards grants to teachers
to implement innovative programs in
their classrooms with over $40,000
awarded this year alone.
• Beyond School Walls is a Big Brothers Big Sisters program that matches
employees of Exelon Corporation with
students from Mary D. Lang for mentoring and friendship with students
travelling to the dynamic work environment at Exelon every other week to
spend lunch hour with their match.

Mary D. Lang Elementary School

• Together for Education is a partnership coordinated by Chatham
Financial that connects volunteers to
education and empowers businesses to
impact our schools and network with
organizations serving our education
community.

New Garden Elementary School

• The Generations United Program was
initiated last year to offer employment

409 Center Street
Kennett Square, PA 19348
610-444-6260
Susan McArdle, Principal

265 New Garden Road
Toughkenamon, PA 19374
610-268-6900
Cathy Robine, Principal
Carla Horn, Assistant Principal

Non-Discrimination Policy
The Kennett Consolidated School District will
not discriminate in its educational programs,
activities, or employment practices, based on
race, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation,
disability, age, religion, ancestry, union membership, or any other legally protected classification.
Announcement of this policy is in accordance
with state and federal laws, including Title IX of
the Education Amendments of 1972, Sections
503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
and the American with Disabilities Act of 1990.
Kennett Consolidated School District students
and parents who have an inquiry or complaint of
harassment or discrimination, or who need information about accommodations for persons with
disabilities, should contact the Superintendent’s
Office at 300 East South Street, Kennett Square,
PA 19348, telephone (610) 444-6600.
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opportunities to senior citizens in
exchange for up to a $500 tax credit
towards their property taxes.
• Kennett has partnered with West
Chester University to form the
“Kennett Experience” which provides
a year-long practicum experience to
student teachers instead of the standard 12 -15 week program.
We Are Proud of Kennett Schools
• KCSD has one of the largest synthetic
field complexes in the state with the
multi-purpose fields being used for
lacrosse, football, soccer, and field
hockey.
• The athletic department offers over 19
different sports to boys and girls, with
participation starting for most sports
in 7th grade.
• In the past two years, KHS athletic
teams and individuals have: won three
state championships, placed in the
top ten at state finals four times, won
two eastern regional championships,
won three district championships and
won an additional four district medals,
twice been sectional champions; won
eight Ches-Mont League championships, and received one PIAA School
Sportsmanship Recognition.
• There are more than 32 different clubs
at the high school catering to individual interests, including: Humanitarian,
Earth, Chess, Mock Trial, Astronomy,
Photography, Dance, and more.
• A variety of before and after-school
programs are provided at the elementary level including Math 24 Club,
Reading Olympics, Earth Club, Science
Club, Chess Club, ORFF Ensemble,
Video and Communications Club,
after-school sports, Science Club, Jump
Rope Club, Club Discovery, Writing
Club, Poetry Club, Math Athletes,
Junior Great Books, and more.
• The new Bancroft Elementary School
will be a LEED (Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design) certified
building at the silver level, built using
strategies to improve performance
in energy savings, water efficiency,
reduced CO2 emissions, and stewardship of resources.
• At the elementary school level, the

District has adopted the Math Investigations, a research-based program
that introduces rigorous mathematics
concepts based on children’s everyday
life experiences so students master
mathematics concepts in important
and useful ways.
• Kennett High School was named an
Apple Exemplary Program School this
year, one of only 38 schools in the
nation to receive this prestigious award
for “best practices and qualities of a
21st century learning environment”
for technology being implemented in
the classrooms.
• SMART boards are being incorporated
into elementary, middle, and high
school classrooms to engage students
and integrate technology into the
classrooms.
• There are over 2,000 computers within
the District for student use.
• The District has adopted Connected
Math I and II curriculum materials,
which have been deemed “the most
effective in assisting students to acquire
difficult mathematics concepts” by
researchers involved with the Project
2061 middle school textbook study
(www.Project2061.org), to be used for
middle school mathematics classes.
• The new reading program, Story Town,
incorporates whole-group and guided
reading instruction where students
are introduced to text with various
complexities with a heavy emphasis on
phonemic awareness in early grades and
the acquisition of literal and inferential
comprehension skills.
• The Kennett Consolidated School
District has consistently received
Awards of Excellence for the district
newsletter, calendar, and website from
the Pennsylvania School Boards Association, as well as the National and
Pennsylvania School Public Relations
Associations, for producing high quality publications.
If you would like to learn more about these
and other exciting initiatives at Kennett
Consolidated School District, visit our
website at www.kcsd.org, use the District
email address info@kcsd.org for questions,
or call the District office at 610-444-6600.  
We will be happy to share with you our
pride in Kennett schools.

KCSD Breaks Ground for
Bancroft Elementary School
Members of the Kennett Consolidated
School District’s Board of School Directors, administrators, staff, and community members gathered on May 1st to break
ground for the new Bancroft Elementary
School located in New Garden Township.
Dr. Rudolph Karkosak, former superintendent of the Kennett Consolidated
School District, gave a brief history of the
project, beginning with the realization
nearly ten years ago that, due to increased
enrollment and aging buildings, changes
were going to be needed. “We needed a
new middle school, major renovations to
the high school, and a new elementary
school to accommodate the increasing
enrollment,” Dr. Karkosak commented.
“Bancroft Elementary School is the final
project, and I am happy to be here today
to see it commence.”
In May of 2006, the Elementary Expansion Task Force, the Kindergarten ComContinued on page 3

Members of the Groundbreaking Team (L-R) Mr. Mark Tracy, Director of Business Administration; Mr. Robert Perzel, Director of Facilities & Construction; Mr. Dominic Perigo,
member of Board of School Directors and Facilities Liaison; Dr. Victoria Gehrt, Assistant
Superintendent; Mrs. Heather Schaen, President, Board of School Directors; Dr. Barry
Tomasetti, Superintendent; Dr. Rudolph Karkosak, Former Superintendent.
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All Around the Schools
KCSD Celebrates the 40th Anniversary of Earth Day
On April 22, as more than one billion
people around the world took action,
students throughout the Kennett
Consolidated School District did their
part to celebrate the 40th anniversary of
Earth Day.
At Kennett Middle School, Ms. Tamara
Fellows’ seventh graders kicked off Earth
Day by collecting old sneakers for Nike’s
Reuse-A-Shoe program. The good quality sneakers were donated to the Chester
County Running Store, who then sent
them to Africa to those in need. The rest
of the sneakers were packed into Ms.
Fellows’ car and taken to a Nike drop-off
location in Maryland. From there, the
sneakers will be shipped to a recycling
facility where they will be broken down
into reusable materials which will be
used to create athletic surfaces, playgrounds, or new shoes and apparel.
Last year, students collected 162 pairs
of shoes for the Reuse-A-Shoe program
and over 20 pairs of shoes were donated
to the Chester County Running Store.
“This is a great way to help the community and create awareness about
recycling,” said Phoebe Hertler, seventh
grader at Kennett Middle School.

Over at Greenwood Elementary, Mrs.
Kelly Figueroa celebrated the day with
her fifth grade class by reading Dr. Seuss’
The Lorax to her students in the outdoor
nature classroom. In The Lorax, the
main character warns against the mindless progress that poses a threat to the
Earth’s natural beauty.
After reading the book the students
collected trash on school grounds. “It’s
important for students to learn that one
small thing can make a big difference,”
Mrs. Figueroa explained. “These activities
allow them to see the immediate effect
they can have on their surroundings.”
Students at Kennett High School
honored Earth Day by pulling intrusive
mustard weed at Anson B. Nixon Park.
The students filled ten large trash bags
with mustard weed!
Kennett High School’s Guitar Club
hosted the Rock for the Earth Concert at
Anson B. Nixon Park. The concert featured singer-song writers from Kennett
including Zack Reinhardt, Winthrop
Stevens, Megan Ziegler, and Cathy
Walsh, as well as the local band Failed
Attempt at Facial Hair.

Mattie Madsen and Meredith Mitchell, fifth graders at Greenwood
Elementary, clean the grounds at Greenwood by collecting trash.

To wrap up the Earth Day festivities, elementary-age students were treated to an
Earth Day concert at Kennett High School sponsored by the PTOs. The evening
concert featured special performances by Two of a Kind and Give Em’ A Hand
Band, and encouraged students to embrace the concert’s theme of reduce, reuse, and
recycle. A used ink cartridge or $1 donation was accepted for admission. More than
30 ink cartridges were collected and recycled through Planet Green. The elementary
schools also sold reusable canvas bags, eco-friendly stainless steel water bottles, and
tree seedlings.

Greenwood’s Star Party Has Students Looking Up
On March 19th, third graders at Greenwood Elementary had an astronomical experience at “Star Party.” This event was a part of an ongoing astronomy project called
Project ASTRO, a national program that brings astronomers and local educators
together to enhance science education.
Greenwood’s five third-grade teachers, Mrs. Lauren Farrell, Mrs. Jennifer Miller,
Mrs. Sarah Thorne, Mrs. Susan Froning, and Mrs. Sarah McCafferty, invited students and their parents to attend an evening filled with fun intergalactic activities.
The Star Party’s date was initially picked for its projected visibility of the night sky
and it did not disappoint.
On the back soccer field, astronomers set up their telescopes for students to get an
up-close look at the universe. While students viewed the clear night sky, astronomers
interacted with them and answered questions. The students had a personal look at
the rings of Saturn, the craters of the moon, star clusters, and even the international
space station flying overhead. Astronomy stations were also set up inside the gym

Communications
Committee Update
The KCSD Communications Committee wants to thank the school
district staff, parents, high school
students and community in completing the surveys requested as part of
the communications audit conducted
between the months of September and
February. The results of the communications audit were presented to the
Board of School Directors at the April
26 curriculum committee meeting.  
Overall the ratings of all the participants in the survey indicated that
KCSD is doing a very good job with
communication. The areas that need
to be fine-tuned will be included in the
next step of the process and that is the
creation of a communications plan for
the school district.
What was deemed most important
among parents regarding communication were grades, school closings,

reports on child’s performance, progress
reports, specific student needs; for staff
it was communication regarding school
start, security and safety procedures and
curriculum; for students it was communication about college planning, graduation requirements, and schedule of
projects due.  The community responses
indicated that most important to them
was communicating information about
where taxes go, the quality of teaching
staff, the building of the new school,
technology in the schools, and information to help vote on school-related
matters.
The communications committee will
continue to use the District newsletter as the vehicle to keep school district
employees, parents, and community
informed on the progress of the communications plan.

where students played games like planet bingo, planet walk, create your own alien,
and phases of the moon.
The phases of the moon activity allowed students to explore a darkened corner of
the gym where 3-D models of the moon with light bulbs inside were hung. Students
used a remote control to change the five phases of the moon from new to full.
“Star Party provides third graders with the opportunity to not only learn more
about astronomy but to gain a better understanding,” explained Mrs. Lauren Farrell.
“They see these things in videos and books, but this event allows them to experience
it first hand.”
The P.T.O. at Greenwood kindly provided a grant to fund the event. The night
could also not have been possible without the volunteers from West Chester University and Chester County Astronomical Society who offered their expertise.

Bancroft Groundbreaking
Continued from page 2

mittee, and the administration made
recommendations to the school board
to utilize Mary D. Lang Elementary
School as a District-wide kindergarten
center, build a new elementary school,
and change the grade configuration at
the elementary level. The school board
approved the recommendations, and a
search for a suitable property for the new
elementary school was launched.
School board member Shirley Annand was
a key figure in the search, speaking with
everyone she knew in the community to
track down possible properties. Eventually, she learned that Mrs. Mary Sproat was
interested in selling her property.
On March 10, 2008, the District entered
into an agreement of sale with Mrs.
Sproat for the parcel of land located at
181 Bancroft Road. Construction bids
were approved by the board of school
directors on January 11, 2010. Actual
work on the site began on April 1, 2010.
“We wouldn’t be here today without
the work of the administration,” said

Mrs. Heather Schaen, president of the
school board. “I am thrilled to be here
to get the project started and greatly
appreciate everyone’s support.”
The new school building will be
105,000 square feet. It is designed to
meet LEED Silver Certification for
energy efficiency, use of sustainable
materials, and low environmental
impact. Solid and long-lasting construction materials, such as concrete
block for external and internal walls, a
metal roof, and terrazzo hallway floors,
will be used to ensure student safety
and low life-cycle cost. The building
will also feature state-of-the-art educational information technology equipment including Smartboard technology
in all classrooms.
Bancroft Elementary School is scheduled to open on September 4, 2011.
“The legacy is not in bricks and mortar
but in the future of our students,” said
Dr. Barry Tomasetti, superintendent
of the Kennett Consolidated School
District.
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Celebrating the
Congratulations to the Class of 2010
David Vincent Aceto
David Leroy Achey
Sara Ana Allard
Silvia Maria Almanza Shoop
Esteban Alvarez-Avellaneda
Joseph John Anderson
Catherine Hodgson Anthony
Josue Antunez-Sanchez
Iphigenia Anna Arvanitis
Fernando Yoel
Avalos Baeza
Erron Richard
Avila-Gasca
Miguel Angel
Ayllon Bernal
Emily Kay
Bachman
Michael Scott
Barney
Jesse Lee Barrow
William Wade
Bastian
Ryan Beirne
Ayla Benge
Charles Ralph
Benson
Griselda Bernal
Mondragon
Monica Bernal Mondragon
Vico Nicholas Bertogli, III
Jacob Earl Bird
Adam James Birmingham
Michael Christopher Blackburn
Christina Blevins
Kirsten Alyson Blumberg
Kimberly Anne Bontrager
Andrew Deland Briggs
Avery Rega Brothers
Jeffrey Alfred Bruhn
Megan Elizabeth Budischak
Kevin Huu Bui
Jennifer Catherine Byrnes
Carrie Elizabeth Carson
Raul Castaneda Ayala
Juan Carlos Castaneda Castaneda
Veronica Castaneda Castaneda
Yolanda Castaneda Flores
Ana Gabriela Castaneda Lemus
Edwin Castillo Torrez
Alejandro Israel Cintora Lopez
Jacob Samuel Colby
Keila Lynn Colon
Hayley Kathryn Conner
George William Constantinou
Emily Katherine Cook
Beatriz Cordova Pedroza
Anthony Alan Costello
Dylan Irene Coutu
Alexandra Jordan Cristy
Breanna Marie Crognale
Sarah Budd Crossman
Jamie Michel Cummings
Tara Nicole Curry
Andrew Bruce Curtis
Kaitlyn Jade Cyr
Henry Elis Johannes Danska
Blake Robert Davenport
Chelsey M. Davis
Anna Catherine DeBerardinis
Martin Eugene DeBerardinis
Carly Ann DeGuiseppi
Emily Anne Della Fera
George Robert DeRitter, III
Nicole Elizabeth DeShullo
David Josef Dicce
Madison Elizabeth Dietz
Justin Robert Drummond
Isabel Duran Arevalo
Julianne Michelle Eklund
Erik Paul Engberg
Elda Escobar Hernandez
Edgar Estrada Ibarra
Emily Fabrizio
Ashleigh H. Farling
Benjamin Trevor Fellows
Angela June Fidanza
Jill Donovan Finfrock
Patricia Rose Finn
Jessica Grace Fischer

Jacklyn Michele Fleming
Nereida Flores Ayllon
Angel Flores Ortiz
Wilfredo Fonseca
Lorena Franco
Nathaniel James Anthony Fredericks
Christine Marie Frezzo
Miles Ryan Fricker
Hannah Marie Friel
Wyatt Zachary
Frizzell
Harrison James
Froehlich
Michelle Anne
Fulton
Dylan Kristine
Furlano
Jordan Alexis
Galczynski
Michael Riley Gallagher
Billy Thomas
Gambill, III
Maura Forese Gay
Jarred Richard
Geis
Brad William
Giffin
Delilah Michelle
Giles
Lauren Elizabeth Gillis
Emily Stauffer Giraud
Michael Robert Giuliani
Shalice Antoinette Glasco
Christopher Charles Godfrey
Kelly Foresthill Godzik
Doreidi Gonzalez
Kaleigh Gorman Fazen
Dustin Valentine Gramig
Michael Lawrence Granger
Nicolette Veronica Grannum
Devin Alexandra Gray
Zachariah Ian Greer
Michael Thomas Griffin
Iain Isaac Grigsby
Anna Natalie Gustavsson
Victoria Marie Haftl
Darryl Craig Hartz
Lauren Alyssa Haugh
Dennis Daniel Hawkins
Robert Thomas Heitzman, III
Gregory Alan Hernandez
Jeniffer Hernandez Vega
Merecades Antoinette Hill
Bradley James Hoopes
Elizabeth Grace Hopkins
Adam Preston Hrenko
Steven Francis Hyland, Jr.
Kayla Rose Iacuzio
Kyle Daniel Irwin
Rocio Jara
Moira Jefferson
Brandi Lynne Jones
Justin William Jones
Shawn Edward Jones
Kelly Ann Jubb
Jennifer Amy Kelly
Kyle James Kenyon
Jaclyn Rose Kogut
Jeff Kwangwoo Lee
Javier Lemus Camacho
Susana Lemus Garcia
Fredy Lemus Ramirez
Mayra Karina Leon Gonzalez
Alec Brendan Lessner
Diane Marie Libert
Jordan Harry Livingston
Mark Thomas Longacre
Kristian Lopez
Tania Lopez
Gloria Stephania Lopez Avalos
Estefania Lopez Luna
Marisol Lopez Nino
Jose Manuel Lopez Zamudio
Matthew Christopher Loudin
Rebecca Caroline Lynn
Kirsten Mary Mackey
Lauren Elisabeth Mackey
Arturo Zavala Magana, Jr.
Patrick Barrett Mallon

Pederson Manotham
Michael Andrew Mansfield
Christopher Robin Marinangeli
Kimberly Ann Marino
Joseph Michael Martinez
Mario Isaac Martinez
J. Jesus Manuel Martinez Garcia
Paulina Lizbeth Martinez Zavala
Jessica Lynn Masilotti
Laura Katherine May
Jesse Jonathan McClane
Matthew Dale McDonald, Jr.
Mollie Jean McDowell
Merrill Ann McKenna
Lindsay Lawson McLeod
Chloe Kaitlyn McMillan
Allison Patricia McQuaide
Jabbar Kiev Mendez
Kiara Jenean Mendez
Michael Ryan Meyers
James Eric Middleton
Meredith Grace Miller
Lauren Michele Mingioni
Zachary Michael Monaghan
Julio Mora Chavez
Manuel Salvador Mora Chavez
Jessica Noemi Morales Castaneda
Sandra Moreno
Mariana Moriello
Sarah Elizabeth Mullen
Olivia May Mulry
Samantha Alexis Murphy
Christopher Whelan Myers
Evan James Myers
Amanda Jules Nagode
Patrick Richard Nash
Kristen Mae Niewinski

John Tae-Soon Oates
Isabel Ocampo-Reza
Patrick Charles O’Connor
Shannon Marie O’Connor
Meghan Ann O’Neill
Silvia Christine Oriani
Vanessa Christine Ortega
Vicente Ortiz Cortez
Alyson Lee Outten
Edward Elliott Palmer
Alexandria Lynn Pannell
Drashti Bharatkumar Patel
Jamie Lynn Pawloski
Ariadna Pedroza
Nicole Lynne Pennington
Kristina Marie Perez
Bridget Lee Phillips
Justin Phillips
Tyler Kenneth Pratt
Kathleen Anne Prilutski
Samantha Leigh Ramagano
Jonathan Ramirez
Nathaniel Allen Ratliff
Charish Monae Reeves
Michael James Reeves
Zachary Karl Reinhardt
Veronica Renteria Mojica
Cana Pierce Richmond
Daniel Rico Lemus
Nicole Jacqueline Rita
Grace Ann Rivell
Brianna Marie Rivera
Diego Rivera
Javier Tito Rivera
Christopher Brody Roberts

Kenyatta Taheerah Rochester
Tyrone Allen Rochester
Idaigna Marie Rodriguez Rivera
Jeynalis Marie Rodriguez Russi
Monica Lynn Roland
Lucero Rosado-Bonilla
David Joseph John Michael Rubini
Alejandro Ruiz Hernandez
David John Rumbelow
John Robert Salasin
Abigail Lea Samuels
John Sanchez Pedroza
Misael Santana Pena
Bianca Emely Santos
Kelsey Lee Schmeckpeper
Catherine McCallum Schmittle
Theodore Schnitzler
Edgar Sedano Garduno
Hannah Nicole Sheridan
Keigo Shimomura
Jamie William Sinton
Hilary Mae Slater
Zachary Aren Slemmer
Noelle Rebecca Slocum
Austin Jeffrey Smith
Bradley Thomas Smith
D. Zachary Smith
Stephanie Smith
Jacob Thomas Snow
Ian Andrew Stahl
Meghan Joyce Stanley
Julia Staschen
Thomas Jacob Stephens
Christopher Aaron Stout
Kathleen Elizabeth Sullivan
Katrina Palmer Sungail
Edgar Tapia
Erin Elise Tatum
Abigail Samantha Singleton Thomas
Sawyer Marie Traver
Brett David Trexler
Thomas James Turner
Jesus Vazquez Bedolla
Joel Lucio Vazquez Bedolla
Alexander Nelson Velez
Hector Adrian Villicana Lopez
Thania Gabriela Villicana Ruiz
Adriana Sarai Viveros Sosa
Tyler William Voss
Thomas Hays Waldron
Catherine Fields Walsh
Laura K. May
Mollie J. McDowell
Christopher W. Myers
Keigo Shimomura
Catherine F. Walsh
Alex Michael Warren
Kevin Timothy Wartel
Marissa Ashley Watson
Alyssa Marie Weaver
Linzi Donna Webster
Katelyn Elizabeth Wellnitz
Amanda Michelle Whisman
Jennifer Darlene Wilhelm
Samantha Elaine Williams
Sean Thomas Williams
Allyson Willmott
Elizabeth Grace Witcher
Brian James Wolf
Brian Alan Zavala
Jaime Zavala Juarez
Eduardo Zavala Tenorio
Ana Rosa Zavala Zavala
Josefina Zurita Castaneda
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e Class of 2010
Scholarships & Awards
The American Mushroom Institute Scholarship................................... Vicente Ortiz Cortez
The Corene Amoss Award.................................................................... Patrick Mallon
The Susan B. Annand Creative Writing Scholarship............................. Sawyer Traver
The Susan B. Annand Memorial Scholarship....................................... Erin Tatum
The Applestone Foundation, Inc. Scholarship...................................... Nereida Flores Ayllon
Doreidi Gonzalez, Javier Lemus Camacho
Ariadna Pedroza, Alejandro Ruiz Hernandez
Jesus Vazquez Bedolla, Eduardo Zavala Tenorio
The Art Honor Society Award.............................................................. Kelsey Schmeckpeper
The Rotary Club Harvey Atkinson Memorial Music Scholarship......... Catherine Schmittle
The Andrew J. Augustine PTO Scholarship......................................... Kenyatta Rochester
The Becker Locksmith Services, Inc. Scholarship................................. Nicole Pennington
Jeynalis Rodriguez Russi
The Jonathan Beech Scholarhship........................................................ Kayla Iacuzio
The VFW Post 8984 Carter-Miller-Johnson Scholarship...................... Nicolette Grannum
The Helen Corson Peace Prize.............................................................. Abigail Samuels
The Barbara DeCarlo Scholarship........................................................ A. Natalie Gustavsson
The Victoria Fidanza Dickens Scholarship........................................... Alexandria Pannell
The Eugene & Mary DiFilippo Scholarship......................................... Rocio Jara
The Genesis HealthCare Scholarship.................................................... Beatriz Cordova Pedroza
The George Family Award for Outstanding Creativity......................... Elizabeth Witcher
The Greenwood Elementary PTO Scholarship..................................... Iphigenia Arvanitis
The Ann S. Hannahs Home Economics Award.................................... Gloria Lopez Avalos

Photo courtesy of Herff Jones Inc.

The Rotary Club George Holman Memorial Scholarship..............................................Dustin Gramig
The Carol Karkosak Scholarship...................................................................................Kirsten Mackey
The Kennett Consolidated Education Support Professionals Scholarship......................Tyrone Rochester
The KCSD Board of Education Award for Greatest Growth.........................................Edgar Tapia
The KCSD Board of Education Award for Excellence in Vocational Education.............Zachary Slemmer, Jennifer Wilhelm
The Kennett Alumni Association Scholarship...............................................................Justin Phillips, Linzi Webster
The Kennett Amateur Theatrical Society Award............................................................Patricia Finn
The Kennett Education Foundation Scholarship...........................................................Carrie Carson
The Kennett Education Foundation Angel Scholarhship...............................................Mollie McDowell
The Kennett Education Foundation Book Scholarship..................................................Bianca Santos
The Kennett Education Foundation Reach for the Stars Scholarship.............................Josue Antunez-Sanchez
The Kennett High School Blue Demon Award.............................................................Alexandra Cristy, Alyssa Weaver
The Kennett Masonic Lodge Scholarship......................................................................Idaigna Rodriguez Rivera
Meghan Stanley
The KHS All-Around Student Scholarship....................................................................Jill Finfrock, Christopher Myers
The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholarship.................................................................Edwin Castillo Torrez, Sandra Moreno
Isabel Ocampo-Reza, Bridget Phillips
Charish Reeves, Hannah Sheridan
The Krapf Bus Company Scholarship...........................................................................Lindsay McLeod
The Lions Club of Kennett Square Scholarship.............................................................Brett Trexler
The Cameron Logan Scholarship..................................................................................Michael Griffin, Vicente Ortiz Cortez
The London Grove Grange #63 Scholarship.................................................................George Constantinou
The John Michael Manfredi Memorial Scholarship.......................................................Allison McQuaide
The Jeanne Ramsey McCune Scholarship......................................................................Emily Della Fera
The Wesley McDowell Scholarship.................................................................... Anna DeBerardinis
The Donald McKelvie Memorial Chemistry Award........................................... Diane Libert
The Mercer Restorations, Inc. Scholarship......................................................... Edgar Tapia
The Sara Chandler Merrick Scholarship............................................................. Katelyn Wellnitz
The Sandra E. Miller Award............................................................................... Catherine Walsh
The Evelyn Moyer Memorial Scholarship........................................................... Meredith Miller
The Raymond Moynihan Memorial Prize.......................................................... Michael Griffin
The Claire M. Mulvaney Prize........................................................................... Julianne Eklund
The Nelms Economics Prize............................................................................... Charles Benson
The New Garden Elementary PTO Scholarship................................................. Ayla Benge
The New Garden Monthly Meeting of Friends Scholarship................................ Dylan Furlano
The Anna M. Ott Memorial Award.................................................................... Julianne Eklund
The Ray Lyman Ott Memorial Award................................................................ Jacob Colby
The Ralph Parrett, Jr. Memorial Scholarship...................................................... Edgar Sedano Garduno
The Roscoe Peters Memorial Award................................................................... Emily Cook
The Richard J. Posey Law Enforcement Scholarship........................................... Brandi Jones
The Principal’s Award......................................................................................... Charles Benson
The Russell A. Reidinger, Jr. Memorial Prize...................................................... Monica Roland
The Russell A. Reidinger, Sr. Memorial Prize...................................................... Michael Griffin
The Rubinstein’s Office Plus Visual Arts Award.................................................. W. Wade Bastian
The Forrest R. Schaeffer Scholarship.................................................................. Lauren Mingioni
The Shaerica Lachelle Shaw Scholarship............................................................. Jessica Morales Castaneda
The Sinton Air Conditioning & Heating Scholarship........................................ Michael Giuliani
The Susan Spahn Memorial Scholarship............................................................. Diane Libert
The Nancy Stees Memorial Biology Award......................................................... Iain Grigsby
The Aaron Taylor Summers Memorial Scholarship............................................. Joseph Martinez
The Swayne-Campbell-Testa VFW Post #5467 Award....................................... C. Brody Roberts
The Emma Taylor and Joanna Taylor Nieweg Scholarship.................................. Julia Staschen
The Scott Thompson Student Assistance Scholarship......................................... David Rubini
The James G. Warburton Memorial Scholarship................................................ Edgar Sedano Garduno
The Kenneth R. Webb Citizenship Award.......................................................... Kelly Godzik
The John M. Whiteside Scholarship................................................................... Blake Davenport
The Advisor’s Cup.............................................................................................. Lauren Mingioni
The W. Earle Rupert Memorial Cup.................................................................. Diane Libert
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Meet the Class of 2010
The class of 2010 has a variety of talents
and skills that will take it far beyond the
walls of Kennett High School. While
some students may have crossed paths
throughout their four years, all students
have now begun a new journey. Here is
a glimpse of just a few of these seniors
who represent their class and the numerous contributions they’ve made that
have made a lasting impression on the
Kennett community.

Jabber Mendez

piano and guitar. However, his interests
include outdoor activities like hiking
and canoeing.
David plans to attend Delaware County
Community College to pursue a liberal
arts degree. He also plans on joining the
Navy and eventually hopes to transition
his love of the outdoors into a geology
degree from West Chester University.
David believes that if you like your job,
you never work a day of your life; he
hopes to never ‘work.’
Zack Slemmer

Zack attended
During his time
Chester County
at Kennett High
Technical High
School, Jabber
School (CCTHS)
could be found on
after his freshthe basketball court
man year, studyor on the footing carpentry and
ball field. For the
cabinetmaking. He
past two years, he
received honorable mention for football was student of the quarter at CCTHS
as defensive back. His strengths in foot- three times and made honor roll at
ball included his competitiveness and his Kennett High School seven times.
ability to cover receivers.
While at CCTHS, Zack was chosen to
Jabber intends to join the Marine Corp be part of a team that renovated a 19th
century house in Nottingham, a projafter graduation to better himself as an
ect he took great pride in. He has also
individual and make a difference in his
community. Jabber’s football coach Jim restored a 30-year-old rocking horse.
Donato says he believes the Marines will
Zach plans on working until the spring
give Jabber the discipline he needs to
when will attend Delaware Community
succeed in life and teach him accountCollege. He is considering studying
ability. Jabber looks forward to the
radiology to be a radiation technician.
travel and career opportunities that the
Marines will provide him.
Adam Hrenko
Joseph Martinez

Adam was actively
involved with
music throughout his career at
Kennett High
School. He participated in Guitar
Club, orchestra,
chorus, and chorale.

When not on the
basketball court
shooting hoops
or sprinting on
the track, Joseph
was challenging
himself in the
classroom. During
his senior year he
Adam attended Drexel University’s
took on the challenge of three honors
Music Industry Summer Program, a one
classes.
week intensive program introducing
high school students to the music indusJoseph so enjoyed physics and science
classes in high school that he has chosen try as a whole. The program provided
him with hands-on studio experience in
to pursue a nuclear engineering degree
at Penn State University in the spring of Drexel University’s recording lab facili2011. He has delayed entrance to Penn ties as well as performance opportunities.
State University for a semester to join
the Marine Corp Reserves. Joseph chose Adam’s love for music didn’t stop there.
this path because of the opportunities as He also had an internship with Accent
well as the doors it will open for him in Music and even recorded a CD with his
the future.
band.
He believes that his teachers at Kennett
High School played a key role in his
decision to pursue a nuclear engineering
degree by providing insight and a better
understanding of the major. Joseph’s
ultimate goal is to do something big and
change the way people live.
David Rubini
David was
actively involved
in the community during his
time at Kennett
High School.
He volunteered
at his church,
St. Gabriel, and
participated in a youth mission trip to
the Dominican Republic to help build a
school. David is also a junior firefighter
at Kennett Fire Company.
Outside of school, he enjoys playing the

Adam will attend Drexel University to
study music industry. Adam is motivated
to begin working with rock stars in the
competitive music industry.
Vicente Ortiz
Cortez
Vicente spent high
school sharing his
passion for the arts
with others. He
was involved with
the National Art
Honor Society, volunteered with After-The-Bell teaching
students how to draw with graphite, and
participated in theatre in the productions “Don’t Rock the Boat” and “West
Side Story.” Vicente also wrote for the
Demon Press, received second place for
his catapult design in Penn State University’s Visit in Engineering Weekend
(VIEW) program, and received an award

for excellence in black and white drawing. His artworks have been displayed
in several art shows as well as local cafes.
Vicente feels his greatest accomplishments at Kennett High School were
learning the English language and being
active in the community.

and Chester County Futures for all
four years of high school. She was also
a member of the National Technical
Honor Society, Student Council, Walk
in kNowledge, and Spanish Club. Outside of high school, Beatriz was a CCD
helper for her church.

Vicente will attend Penn State University Park where he hopes to study art
and education. He is excited to have
a chance at a higher education and a
better future to support his family who
worked hard to bring him to the United
States. Vicente hopes to become an art
teacher to help younger generations
develop their artistic abilities.

Beatriz was one of only 13 students from
the Greater Philadelphia area to receive
a $1,000 Ronald McDonald RMHC/
HACER Scholarship.

Ariadna Pedroza

Beatriz was inducted into the National
Technical Honor Society and received
academic awards for history, math, and
science.
Beatriz will attend Immaculata University in the fall to study nursing. She is
excited to achieve her dreams and begin
a career in health care.

Ariadna was
involved in a
number of clubs
Nereida Fiores
and activities at
Ayllon
Kennett High
School. She was a
Nereida found her
member of Unidad,
place at Kennett
Walk in kNowledge
High School as an
(WIN), Hermanitas, GirlTalk, and Girls
active member of
United Achieving Professional Aspiraclubs that promottions and Success (GUAPAS). For two
ed the high school’s
year, she received second place in the
diversity. She
National Spanish exam. Ariadna also
was a member of Walk in kNowledge
was a part of the Allied Health Science
(WIN), Hermanitas, and Unidad. She
Technology program.
is extremely proud of her scholarship
After two days of classroom instruction from the WIN program and keeping her
and three days of clinical observation in grades up all year. An active member of
her church, she was a CCD helper.
the Allied Health Science Technology
program, Ariadna knew she wanted to
Nereida plans to attend Penn State Uniwork in the medical field.
versity, where she is considering studying
education and social work. She believes
Ariadna will attend Marywood Unithat without education life is not equal
versity in the fall for nursing. One of
and feels that her education will provide
Ariadna’s major accomplishments this
her with a better future. Nereida looks
year was being chosen to give the invoforward to doing something she loves
cation speech at graduation. Ariadna
for the rest of her life.
looks forward to becoming a nurse and
using her bilingual background to aid
Erin Tatum
the Hispanic community.
Erin’s passion for
Steven Hyland
the organizations
she was involved
Steven enjoyed
with at Kennett
running cross
High School shows
country and winter
in her expression as
and spring track
she talks. In addifor his four years
tion to her involveat Kennett High
ment
with
the
yearbook,
where she
School. He was a
served
on
the
editing
staff,
she particifour year varsity
pated
with
Future
Business
Leaders of
athlete for both cross country and spring
America
(FBLA),
and
was
named
to the
track and three year varsity athlete for
National
Honor
Society.
As
a
member
winter track. Steven was named varof Future Business Leaders of America,
sity captain for cross country and both
winter and spring track. Steven was also Erin competed in the 2009 PA FBLA
involved in the National Honor Society, state competition.
where he helped run many school activiErin is honored to receive the Susanna
ties and assisted those in the community.
DeLaurentis Memorial Scholarship
awarded to college-bound seniors with
Steven will attend John Hopkins Unisuperior academic and extra-curricular
versity in the fall to study behavioral
biology. He also hopes to attend medical achievements who contend with a
school in the future. Steven believes that chronic disease or other serious challenges to physical or mental health. She
every class at Kennett was a stepping
stone to prepare to work hard at college. lives with cerebral palsy, a disorder of
the brain that affects a person’s ability to
Beatriz Cordovacoordinate body movements.
Pedroza
Erin will attend the University of
Beatriz took
California, Berkeley in the fall to study
advantage of all
English. University of California Berkethat Kennett High
ley has a renowned Disabled Students’
School had to
Program, which will help her transition
offer during her
to college. Erin is extremely excited to
four years. She was begin college and a new chapter in her
involved in Herlife.
manitas, GirlTalk,
Future Business Leaders of America,
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Sixth Graders ‘Travel the Globe’
During International Day
On May 12, sixth graders at Kennett Middle School explored 11 different countries as part of the school’s first International Day event. Thirty representatives
from the English Language Institute at the University of Delaware, as well as
parents and friends of Kennett Middle School faculty, volunteered their time to
teach students about their native countries. Countries represented included Belgium, Brazil, Burma, Cambodia, Dominican Republic, Laos, Nigeria, Rwanda,
Switzerland, United Kingdom, and Venezuela.
“This event allowed students to experience first hand the different cultures they
study in textbooks,” explained Mr. Finegan, sixth grade social studies teacher.
“It helped students understand there is a broad world out there and raised their
cultural awareness.”
International Day was an extension of the sixth graders’ Cultural Geography
course. Under the direction of Mr. Finegan, and with support of the sixth grade
staff, students rotated through the presentations of six different countries every
20 minutes. Each country was represented by volunteers who were native to
that country. The representatives shared their personal stories and experiences,
and spoke enthusiastically about their country’s food, culture, dress, history, and
music. Some of the volunteers even dressed in traditional garments and passed
around cultural artifacts. Students were eager to ask questions in order to gain a
better understanding of each culture.
“It’s great that our community, local businesses, and universities came together
for a common cause,” Mr. Finegan said. On behalf of Kennett Middle School,

Chloe Sharko and Sean Edmons pose for a photo with Cambodian presenters
from the University of Delaware’s English Language Institute.

Mr. Finegan would especially like to thank the day’s sponsors including Sinton
Air Conditioning & Heating, Tri-M Corporation, American Mushroom Institute,
and Portobello’s Restaurant which provided lunch for the presenters.

Elementary Schools Field Special Olympics Team
On May 7th, eleven special education
students from New Garden and Greenwood Elementary Schools participated
in the Southern Chester County Special
Olympics. To prepare for the event,
the students practiced running in their
lanes, throwing a softball for distance,
and most importantly, cheering each
other on. The Life Skills teachers at New
Garden read books to the students about
the Special Olympics and about athletes
such as Wilma Rudolph, who overcame
a disability and became a gold medal
winner. The students created their own
T-shirts, complete with Olympic rings,
in eager anticipation of the field trip.
The track and field meet was held at
Coatesville High School. The weather

was picture perfect as Kennett’s Special
Olympians boarded the bus wearing their T-shirts and excited smiles.
Students ran in the 25- and 50-meter
races, participated in assisted walks,
threw a softball and a tennis ball for
distance and, as practiced, cheered to
support their fellow athletes. Each student proudly stood on the podium and
received a ribbon after his/her event
amidst the applause of parents, teachers, and peers. When they returned
to school, the students were awarded
with trophies that had been generously
donated. The students enjoyed participating for “Team Kennett”, and they
learned that, with determination and a
positive attitude, everyone is a winner.

Mario Zavala Sanchez proudly
wears a smile after earning a
first place ribbon.

For Kennett Middle School
Students, Language Arts is a Passion
For Mrs. Carole Koroluck’s eighth grade
class, language arts is more than reading and writing - it is a passion. Last
year while on sabbatical, Mrs. Koroluck
attended a workshop at West Chester
University on innovative ways to engage
students and get them excited about
language arts. It was during this workshop that she developed the concept
of the Passion Project.  The Passion
Project, as described by Mrs. Koroluck,
is a unique philosophy of teaching that
allows students to choose a topic that
interests them and delve deep into that
topic through various types of literature,
writing, and formal presentation. Passion Project topics ranged from the color
yellow to the wildebeest to gymnastics.

The Passion Project was broken down
into four parts: readings, written responses, a project, and an end-of-the-year
presentation. Students were encouraged
to be as creative as they could throughout the project. Over a four-month
period, students worked hard to learn
more about their passions by reading the
required number of novels, nonfiction,
short stories, and poems on their topics;
interviewing an expert related to their
passions; and writing formal responses to
the literature they read. At the end of the
project, the students turned in a binder
that included a project dedication page,
an introduction explaining why they
chose their Passion Project topic, and a
compilation of their written responses.

Like many of her eighth grade peers,
Jamie Halkee has a love for sleep. When
she heard about the Passion Project,
she was excited to make sleep the focus
of her project. She explained that she
enjoyed expanding her topic to include
dreams, sleep disorders, and statistics on
sleep. Jamie even interviewed her father
about his sleep disorder to gain a better
understanding of her topic.

Overall, Mrs. Koroluck was overwhelmed by her students’ response to
the project.  She explained that her
students truly embraced the assignment,
with some students passing out surveys
to classmates as part of their research for
their final presentations and one student
even writing a book about mythological creatures!  “Through this project I
learned that middle school students love

For Aaron’s final project, he created a
sculpture with different objects that
represented various aspects of the Passion Project that conveyed his interest
of self-expression. He included items
“This project gave you the motivation
like a pen and pencil for the writing, an
to complete the assignments,” explained apple for education, and a cassette tape
eighth grader Brittany Meola whose pas- that symbolized the expression of ideas.
sion is gymnastics. “I actually enjoyed
During his end-of-the-year presentation,
typing my paper!”
he played music in the background as he
explained his project.
Eighth grader Andrea Mancino chose
to do her Passion Project on her favorite
Aaron’s presentation even moved Mrs.
color, yellow. She said it was initially
Koroluck to tears. “The students did
difficult to find poems about the actual
such a great job,” said Mrs. Koroluck.
color yellow. But after using some cre“So many students, at the end of their
ativity, she found poems about yellow
presentations, thanked me for assignthings such as the sun or a school bus.
ing and thinking of the Passion Project.
For the final presentation portion of her
They were a really great class, and they
project, Andrea displayed her enthusiasm truly embraced the Passion Project.”
for yellow through artistic expression by
“This project noticeably enhanced our
creating a collage on a poster board of
class environment. Everyone was excited
everything yellow she could think of.
to learn, do their work, and share their
“It’s easier to write 10 pages about
research and ideas with each other,” said
something you love rather than about a Aaron. “This experience has heightened
novel you didn’t like,” said eighth grader our class’ love of learning much more
Aaron Hrenko.
than any other project could have.”
to read and write,” said Mrs. Carole
Koroluck. “And they are willing to go
above and beyond if they have a passion
for the material.”
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Mary D. Lang Students
Participate in Shakespeare Festival
On March 5th, Mary D. Lang Elementary School participated in the Chester
County Intermediate Unit’s (CCIU)
21st annual Shakespeare Festival. Nearly
400 students from Chester County
elementary, middle, and high schools
played a part in honoring the theatrics
of William Shakespeare.
Each school is given 25 minutes to
perform an adaptation of a Shakespearian production. Under the direction of
Mrs. Becky Wagner and Mrs. Lorraine
DesJardien, 24 Mary D. Lang fourth
and fifth grade students rehearsed for
three months, twice each week, to prepare for their performance, an adaptation of Romeo and Juliet.
The hard work the students put in to
rehearsals paid off with a number of
awards earned at the festival. Individual
awards were earned by Chloe Clark for
Elegant Elocution, Logan Reigel for Awe
Factor, and Lydia Pebly, who received the

Doomed by Destiny Award for Dramatic
Acting. Mary D. Lang was also awarded
two group awards for Classic Choreography and Pint Size Production.
The Shakespeare Festival provides a
unique way to teach students not only
about William Shakespeare but the time
period and culture of theatre. “The
students learn how to interpret what they
read and apply that to their character,”
said Mrs. DesJardien, 4th grade teacher
and drama club coordinator. “When they
get to high school they understand and
are interested in Shakespeare.”
Shakespeare is a fundamental part of the
language arts curriculum at Mary D.
Lang Elementary and the Shakespeare
Festival brings the curriculum to life for
students and teachers.
Congratulations to all the students who
participated!

Fourth and fifth graders perform the opening fight scene between the
Montagues and Capulets.

Literature Circles Build Elementary Reading Skills
At New Garden Elementary, Mrs.
Jackie Knight’s fourth grade class has
become enthusiastic about reading
with Literature Circles. Literature
Circles are an exciting way for students
to read and study books that are part
of the Storytown Program.
The Storytown Program focuses on
key literature skills and strategies and
matches reading objectives. Students
were required to read one anthology a
week, paired with reading a poem and
another reading.
The students were broken up into
groups, which were flexible from week
to week based on their current reading level. Each week, students chose a
reading job from a pack of cards. Some

of the jobs included Timeliner, Scene
Setter, Read Aloud Master, Word Wizard,
Summarizer, Discussion Director, Trait
Tracker, Connection Maker, and Venn
Diagram.
For example, the Word Wizard was
responsible for finding new vocabulary
words he or she wanted to teach the
class. After researching the definitions
of the words, the student may explain
to the class how if certain words are
taken out it could completely change
the meaning. A Trait Tracker would
find character traits or adjectives that
described a character. They would focus
on one character and provide examples
of those traits.
“I learned how to work together with

other students.” says fourth grader Sarah
Ploener. “I always looked forward to the
afternoon when we were doing it.”
Each day, students were provided with
a list of five or six things they must
complete to guide them through their
reading and thinking. Items on the list
included reviewing vocabulary with
games or predicting what they will read
about next. This helped to keep students
on track and organized.
“Most kids don’t enjoy reading, but
Literature Circles made it more fun,”
explained fourth grader Cole Bottari. “I
feel excited because I enjoy doing a job.”
At the end of the week, students shared
their findings for their job through a
presentation. This allowed the students

to be creative and think of fun ways to
share their reading. With the permission of Principal Cathy Robine, one
group did a radio show over the PA
system in the office during morning
announcements. Some students sang
songs and created stories.
“I like how we got to present our jobs.
We could  play around with our job
and share any way we want,” said
fourth grader Lauren Hall. “Last time
I was the Timeliner, and I loved it.”
“It brings excitement back to reading,”
said Mrs. Knight. “The students don’t
realize how much work they are actually
doing because they are having so much
fun. I have seen a tremendous amount of
teamwork.”

Understanding Cultural Differences
to Discover Our Cultural Similarities
Continuing to break down barriers
and promote understanding, students
at Kennett High School hosted the
ninth annual Multicultural & Diversity
Awareness Conference. Over 200 high
school and college students, teachers,
parents, community members, and
school personnel from throughout Chester and surrounding counties attended
the event. The conference featured an
inspiring keynote address by Mr. Lou
DeVlieger, superintendent of Upper
Darby School District, thought-provoking workshops, an ethnic-themed lunch,
and cultural entertainment.
Mr. DeVlieger spoke of how he was
introduced to other cultures through
friends, family, classmates, and students
and how it affected his life. For the
past 23 years, Mr. DeVlieger has served
the Upper Darby School District as an
English teacher, assistant principal at
Upper Darby High School, and principal at Bywood Elementary School. He
explained that while serving as principal
at Bywood Elementary School, students

came from homes in which 29 languages
and dialects were spoken.
Mr. DeVlieger encouraged participants
to think about their own biases. “Learn
the cultures of other people, and do not
simply impose your bias on others. We
all need to dig deeper and find empathy
for their condition,” said Mr. DeVlieger.
“We are on a mission together no matter
what color, shape, size, or religion.”
Kennett High School Assistant Principal
Mr. Raymond Fernandez stated that
the purpose of the conference is to learn
how to be more sensitive and understanding of people from many different
backgrounds.
Valery Santana, a sophomore at Kennett
High School, said “It’s a great way to
get to know more people and talk about
what it is like at different schools.”
“The conference allows a number of
different cultures to come together and
not worry about their differences. In the
end, we find that we have more in com-

(L-R) Kennett High School Diversity Conference Committee members: twelfth
grader Silvia Almanza and eleventh graders Brandon Guevara, Katelyn Claycomb, and Ashley Hulsey.

mon than we thought,” added Kennett High School sophomore Tatiana Velez.
The Multicultural and Diversity Conference committee would like to thank this
year’s sponsors and the Kennett High School cafeteria and custodial staffs for making this event possible.

