Fall 2010

Bancroft Elementary School Takes Shape

Message From
Our Board

Under the bright blue fall sky, Bancroft Elementary School continues to take shape. Since September several aspects of the
project have been completed, according to the Kennett Consolidated School District’s Director of Facilities and Construction
Mr. Robert Perzel, including the foundation for the school’s three main areas, the geothermal piping, and the stone bed underground storm detention system.

A Look at the Chester
County Intermediate Unit

“The goal is to have the building enclosed by the end of the year,” Mr. Perzel states. “And the project is on track for that goal.”

When people come to Pennsylvania
from other states, they often have never
heard of an Intermediate Unit and don’t
know what one is. There are three levels
to the Pennsylvania public school system
-- state, local, and intermediate. State
services are provided to local schools
through the Intermediate Unit (I.U.).
There are 29 Intermediate Units across
the state. They are not school districts,
do not have taxing power, and cannot
own buildings. The buildings used by
the I.U. are either rented or owned by a
School Authority.
Each school district in Chester County
sends one member from its board
to represent that district on the I.U.
board of directors. There are 12 school
districts in Chester County and 12
members on the I.U. board. This board
oversees and governs more than 80 programs that benefit over 86,000 public
and non-public school students.
Each school district also selects a
resident of its district to serve on the
Chester County School Authority. For
many years Earl Rigler served on that
board representing KCSD. Beginning
in January of 2011, Earl will be turning
this position over to Leon Spencer. We
are fortunate to have these two caring
people who are willing to give of themselves for the benefit of Chester County’s
children.

Ongoing Work
in November
SITEWORK:
•
•
•

The Authority is the owner of all the
buildings operated by the I.U. that are
not rented (Child & Career Development Center, Cat Brandywine and Cat
Pickering, The Technical College High
School-Pennock’s Bridge Campus, and
the future technical college high school
presently under construction in Downingtown).
The I.U. budget is comprised of three
main categories – Core, Marketplace,
and Categorical.
The core services are the heart of the
Chester County Intermediate Unit and
include general administration, teaching and learning, educational research,

Continue on-site curbing.
Install underground electrical
rough-ins
Continue driveway and parking
asphalt.

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION:

June 14, 2010 – School Board approved the preliminary plan to reorganize the
elementary school attendance zones

•
•

June 16, 2010 through July 12, 2010 – Area meetings were held to gain parent and
community input

•
•
•
•
•
•

Complete foundations area B.
Continue underground & above
ground MEP rough-ins.
Continue CMU walls.
Install metal stair towers.
Continue pouring concrete slab on
grade.
Continue steel joists and decking
installation.
Begin roof sheathing.
Continue sprayed building
insulation.

July 13 through August 31, 2010 – Parent and community input was analyzed and
shared with the School Board; updated information was posted on the District website
September 13, 2010 – Board approved reorganized elementary school attendance zones
September 6, 2010 through April 15, 2011 – School activities will be planned so
that students can develop relationships with other students who will be enrolled in
a different elementary school
March 14, 2011 – A recommendation will be made to the School Board for the
hiring of the Bancroft Elementary School Principal

Continued on page 2

Postal Patron

Tentative Timeline for the Opening
of Bancroft Elementary School

April 15, 2011 – Teaching and support staff will be notified of their assignments
Non-Profit Org.
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April 25 through June 8, 2011 – School activities planned for students will be held
May 2, 2011 – Preliminary transportation routes will be announced
Summer, 2011 – Staff will be provided opportunities to meet as grade level teams
for planning purposes
Mid – August, 2011 – Projected school completion date
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KHS Alumni Spotlight: Cameron Starr
While a majority of Kennett High
School graduates ventured off to college in 2009, Cameron Starr decided to
try something a little different. Cameron joined AmeriCorps, a network of
national service programs that engage
Americans in intensive service to meet
the nation’s critical needs in education,
public safety, health, and the environment.
“I heard about AmeriCorps from my
mom and discussed it with my guidance
counselor, Mr. Fran Ryan,” said Cameron. “Talking to Mr. Ryan helped me
gain perspective. It is drilled in us to go
to college immediately after high school.
However AmeriCorps has allowed me to
learn things about myself … It has been
a great opportunity to explore and help
others.”

ibly thankful for the opportunity.”
Cameron is now a freshman at Temple
University in Philadelphia studying film
and contemplating a minor in art. When
he isn’t busy studying for his classes, he
works on various side projects, including
short films and documentaries, and plays
on a club paintball team.
“Editing is therapeutic for me,” said
Cameron. “After a busy day, I could
spend hours editing film to relax.”

Cameron spent six months in New
Orleans building and repairing homes as
well as making energy efficient upgrades
for low-income homeowners whose
homes suffered damage or who lost their
homes during Hurricane Katrina.

Cameron documented his time in New
Orleans, and he plans to create a short
film of his experiences. Currently, he
is working on a documentary about
Carnivolution, a circus group that fuses
a carnival, side-show, and a concert
together about once a month at the
Ellen Powell Tiberino Museum in Philadelphia. Intrigued by their interactive
performance, Cameron began filming.
Soon the group asked him to collaborate
with them to be a cinematographer to
create short films based on characters
from their shows.

“It is still very rough in New Orleans but
it is a great community,” said Cameron.
“It was a good feeling to make a difference in the lives of others. I am incred-

While at Kennett High School, Cameron was approached by social studies teacher Mr. Dan Falcone with the
opportunity to film Noam Chomsky,

linguistics professor at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology. Dr. Chomsky, a prolific author of works such
as Manufacturing Consent, developed
a theory of transformational grammar that altered the scientific study of
language and today lectures all over the
world.
“I always had it in me,” said Cameron
speaking about his love for film. “My
junior year, Mr. Frank Vanderslice was
the new film teacher. Once he came
in, he opened the door for me. He
brought in new equipment and did a
great job providing an outlet for kids
who may have never experienced film.”
Cameron looks forward to his years
ahead at Temple University and hopes
to impact others with his films. “I want
to be able to create something that
moves people,” said Cameron. “Film
is an unbelievable medium with which
to capture an emotion, story, or create
a whole new world. I want to affect
people in a positive way … and be able
to make a living.”
If you know of a Kennett High School
alumnus who would be a good candidate
for a spotlight, please email Lindsay@
KrispCommunications.com.

Department of Education Announces
New Graduation Requirements
Beginning with Class of 2015
Starting with the Class of 2015 (current
eighth grade students), the Pennsylvania
Department of Education is implementing a new system of graduation requirements to guarantee that a diploma from
a Pennsylvania high school reflects the
knowledge and skills that our graduating
students need to be successful in college
and in the workplace in an increasingly
complex and challenging economy.
These requirements, called the Keystone
Exams, are designed to help all students
demonstrate proficiency in state academic standards. In an effort to begin to
familiarize parents and students with the
Keystone Exams, the Kennett Consolidated School District is providing this
overview of the state's program.
It should be noted that the Keystone
Exams are only one component of the
state's new system of high school graduation requirements. In order to receive a
diploma, students must also meet local
school district credit and attendance
requirements and complete a culminating project, along with any additional
school district requirements. Under the
new regulation and beginning with the
class of 2015, students can meet graduation requirements through any of the
following options determined by the
District.
Option 1 - Demonstrate proficiency
in core subjects. Students in the classes
of 2015 and 2016 will demonstrate
proficiency in Algebra I, Literature,
English Composition, and Biology. For
the classes of 2017 and beyond, requirements under this option will be expanded to include the following:
• Passing two English courses (Composition and Literature);

• Passing two Mathematics courses
(Algebra I, Algebra II, or Geometry);
• Passing one Science course (Biology
or Chemistry); and
• Passing one Social Studies course
(Civics and Government, U.S. History, or World History).
Option 2 - Pass local assessments. Districts may choose to use locally designed
and independently validated assessments. This regulation preserves local
control but sets consistent standards for
locally developed measures to ensure
rigorous assessments, fair administration,
and reliable results. The state will share
validation costs with local districts.
Option 3 - Pass rigorous national assessments. National assessments are the
Advanced Placement (AP) Exams and
International Baccalaureate (IB) Exams.
The Pennsylvania Department of Education will issue policy guidance regarding
the minimum scores required to satisfy
graduation requirements.
Alternative Pathways - A student who
does not score "proficient" on a Keystone Exam after two attempts will be
eligible to complete a project-based
assessment. The student must also
have taken the course and met local
attendance and supplemental instruction requirements. The project-based
assessment is designed expressly to help
students supplement a Keystone Exam
score in order to meet the graduation
requirement of proficiency.
The regulation also includes a waiver
provision. The Secretary of Education
is allowed to exempt individual students
from the new graduation requirements
based on personal crisis, family crisis, or

other extenuating circumstances. The
waiver must be endorsed by the student's local superintendent.
It is recommended that students take
the Keystone Exam immediately following the related course, and students will
be able to retake either the entire exam
or a portion of the exam up to three
times. It should be noted that a student
does not have to be in high school to
take a particular Keystone Exam. For
example, a middle school student who
has completed Algebra I can take the
Keystone Exam for that subject and, if
the student passes, it will count towards
the student's graduation requirement.
Ultimately, the Keystone Exams will
replace the Pennsylvania System of
School Assessment (PSSA) tests in 11th
grade for purposes of making AYP determinations.
The Keystone Exams will be administered three times each year (winter,
spring and summer) in order to accommodate block schedules and retesting.
School districts will have discretion on
when students receive exam scores. For
graduating seniors, Keystone Exam
scores will be available no later than 10
days prior to graduation. For all other
students, scores will be available before
the end of the academic year.
The Kennett Consolidated School
District will maintain communication
with parents and staff regarding the
implementation of the Keystone Exams
through this newsletter and the District's
website.
For additional information go to PDE's
website at http://www.pdesas.org/Assessment/Graduation
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District News

Elementary Attendance Areas Approved
Since the new Bancroft Elementary
School site, which is located directly
west of the intersection of Pemberton
Road and Bancroft Road, was secured,
the Board of School Directors and the
administration of the Kennett Consolidated School District have been working diligently to design new elementary
attendance areas that will meet the
educational needs of our community in
the most efficient, long-term manner.
At the September Board meeting the
new plan was approved; a map of the
approved attendance areas is shown to
the right. A larger version of this map is
available on the District’s website.

The new elementary attendance areas will take effect with the
2011-2012 academic year. For more information on progress of
the Bancroft Elementary School building project and the tentative timeline for the school’s opening please see the front page of
this newsletter and visit the District’s website.

Under the new plan, Mary D. Lang
Elementary School will be converted
into a District-wide kindergarten center,
while the remaining three elementary
schools (Greenwood, New Garden and
Bancroft) will house first through fifth
grades.
“Utilizing the best information available,
our goal was to design attendance areas
that will meet our growing student population,” commented Superintendent
Dr. Barry Tomasetti. “No reorganization
is perfect … we took all recommendations into consideration and carefully
measured the many variations that were
presented.”

Continued from page 1

Message From Our Board
development and tech information,
technology, communications, and building maintenance.
Marketplace services are those that the
I.U. must compete for with other vendors and school districts purchase only
those they choose to use. The occupational education budget is the only marketplace budget that must be approved
by a majority of the school districts in
the County and programs are supported
by district tuition.
Categorical services are entitlements
funded by federal, state, or county
government with grant money (examples
are Head Start and Even Start).
The CCIU saves our District money
through its ability to consolidate services, eliminate redundancy, maximize
efficiency, and reduce costs while

maintaining the integrity of educational
programs. Major services are for special
education, career technical and customized education, alternative education,
staff development, technology initiatives,
school business operations, adult education, and curriculum and assessment.

Input Sought for the
Naming of KHS Fields
The Kennett Consolidated School District Board of School Directors seeks the
input of the community in the naming of the new Kennett High School fields
located at Birch and Walnut Streets. Community members are asked to submit
suggested names for the fields by following the guidelines below which were established by the Board of School Directors in May of 2009.
Names should fall into one of the following categories:

This year alone, Chester County school
districts have saved $14 million using
CCIU services. The I.U. is faced with
decreasing revenues and increasing
expenditures just as our local school
districts are. Therefore, budgets need to
be balanced without passing on costs.
The I.U. is focused on ways to trim
expenses, leverage purchasing power, and
improve efficiency. The excellent leadership of the Chester County Intermediate
Unit sets them and the Chester County
public schools apart throughout Pennsylvania, and we are fortunate to be a
part of it.

Weather Make-Up Day
The Kennett Consolidated School District was closed Friday, October 1 due to
inclement weather. It was reported to the District that 15 roadways within the
District’s boundaries were closed due to standing water.
The makeup day will be Monday, February 7, 2011. This day is currently designated on the Kennett Consolidated School District calendar as an in-service
day.

•

The geographical area of the school or facility.

•

A person, provided one of the following criteria is met:
• The person was an employee of the public schools of Kennett Consolidated School District or a member of the Board of Education and the
person’s contribution to the public schools is readily recognizable as
outstanding and of significance to the system as a whole.
• The person is worthy of recognition because of significant contribution
or public service on a national, state, or local level.
• The person is of exemplary moral character; has made an outstanding
contribution to education, humanity, or community; has displayed outstanding leadership; or was a person of historical significance.
• The person’s active employment, Board membership, or public service
for which recognition is being given ended at least ten years prior to July
1 of the year in which the action is being considered or the person has
been deceased for at least five years.
• Major contributors to the District without whom new facilities would
not have been possible.

Submissions may be made in writing and mailed to the Kennett Consolidated
School District at 300 East South Street, Kennett Square, PA 19348 c/o of Dawn
Dunn or emailed to DDunn@kcsd.org by December 17, 2010.
The community will have an opportunity to view all name submissions prior to
any final action by the Board. All submissions will be posted on the Kennett Consolidated School District’s website by January 4, 2011, and a final decision will be
made at the February 14, 2011 Board of School Directors’ meeting.
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All Around the Schools
Scenes from Homecoming 2010
(Left) The Blue Demons defeated Great
Valley 20-7 under a
bright blue sky - a perfect way to celebrate
Homecoming!

(Left) Jose Juan Gomez Zavala and Chelsea
Commodar were named the Kennett High
School Homecoming King and Queen.

(Above) The Kennett High School Marching
Demons and Color Guard kept the fans on
their feet cheering the football team to victory.
(Left) KHS cheerleaders pose with
the Blue Demon mascot before
the big game.

Students Get Excited About Reading
Book character days are becoming
increasingly popular in schools around
the country as a way of promoting
literacy and love of books. Whether it’s
to promote the library or as an alternative to Halloween, students and teachers alike have fun dressing up as their
favorite storybook characters.
“We haven’t celebrated Halloween at
New Garden Elementary School in a
few years,” said third grade teacher, Mrs.
Katy Miller. “But we know that students
enjoy dressing up, so we combined the
fun of being someone else with a love of
reading.” At New Garden Elementary
School students carried the book that
corresponded with their character.
“The students really enjoy the day,” said
Mrs. Miller. “It’s educational, and they
don’t feel like they are missing out on
Halloween. There are no huge distractions and no educational time is lost.”
At Greenwood Elementary School,
students and teachers were also encour-

aged to dress as their favorite book
character. Walking through corridors of
the school were Harry Potter and Thing
1 and Thing 2 from Cat in the Hat. In
the classroom, students wrote poems and
short essays about their character.
At Kennett Middle School, the library
sponsored a contest for students to
decorate a pumpkin in the likeness of
their favorite book character during
the month of October. Students could
decorate their pumpkin any way they
liked, but they were not allowed to carve
it. Administrators judged the pumpkins
from each grade and winners received
prizes. Librarian Ms. Elizabeth Ely
thought the contest would be a great
way to decorate and promote the library.
“This year we are doing more activities to get students into the library and
excited about reading,” said Ms. Ely. “By
encouraging students to decorate the
pumpkins and stop by and see them in
the library, it helped them to view the
library as a fun place.”

Mrs. Michelle Patrone’s second grade students at New Garden Elementary School
had a wonderful time dressing up as their favorite book characters.
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Lights, Camera, Action!
Hollywood Comes to Kennett High School
Kennett High School had a taste of
Hollywood on October 18 and 19
when Hollywood movie producer Chet
Thomas provided training and information to teachers and students on the
Independent Student Media (ISM) web
based film course. ISM is a cutting-edge,
online filmmaking course about direct
filmmaking skills taught to students in
middle and high school. Mr. Thomas,
one of the founders of ISM, has worked
on blockbuster films including “Minority Report,” “Saving Private Ryan,” and
“Meet the Parents.”
“I think the ISM program is really
interesting,” said Meghan Slaninko,
sophomore at Kennett High School.
“It provides you with a broader outlook
on the filmmaking process and creates
opportunities to see the movies other
students produce.”
Founded in 1999 by filmmakers Chet
Thomas and Darrin Fletcher, ISM’s
vision was to change the way teachers teach and students learn. Built on a
Flash platform, ISM is the only program
of its kind. The subscription-based
course can stand alone as an entire
curriculum or be used as learning tools
to work hand-in-hand with any existing film or media courses a school may
offer. Direct filmmaking skills such as
screenwriting and storyboarding are
taught along with soft skills, such as peer
communication, creative thinking and
problem solving. ISM’s mission is to
shape the future of education through
the use of entertainment, opportunities,
and life experiences.

Mr. Frank Vanderslice, technical arts
teacher at Kennett High School, first
learned about the ISM program four
years ago from Assistant Superintendent
Dr. Vicki Gehrt. Dr. Gehrt learned
about the program at a national school
board convention. Both Mr. Vanderslice
and Dr. Gehrt believed that the Independent Student Media program would
be a welcome addition to the video
production course offered at Kennett
High School.
Due to the restraints of the budget, funding for the program was not available at
the time. However, over the summer Mr.
Vanderslice discovered that the Kennett
Education Foundation was offering a
$10,000 “Exelon Grant” made possible
by a partnership with Exelon Generation.
“The KEF was excited to partner with
Exelon to produce this one-time grant to
the teacher or teachers who developed a
program that was larger than the traditional KEF innovative grant,” said Susan
Mangan, KEF’s grant chairperson.
Mr. Vanderslice did not hesitate to apply
and received this unique grant that will
fund this innovative program for the
next three years. Next semester, Mr.
Vanderslice will open the ISM program
to all students as an elective.
“When I heard that Mr. Vanderslice had
won the Kennett Education Foundation grant to use our ISM program I was
very excited,” said Mr. Thomas. “Then,
having the opportunity to work with all
his students personally was the cherry

Hollywood Movie Producer Chet Thomas (center) poses for a photo with Kennett High
School students and technical arts teacher Mr. Frank Vanderslice (right) after a filmmaking
workshop held October 19.

on the top. I’m really looking forward
to seeing the films that they make with
ISM Films.”
On October 19, Mr. Thomas spent the
entire day with 28 high school students
to introduce the ISM program and help
them better understand the filmmaking
process. During the workshop, students
learned step-by-step the production
process and the on-set responsibilities of
making a film. Mr. Thomas also gave tips
to the students about how to be successful
in the movie industry, telling them, first
and foremost, to remain humble in any
situation. Students interacted with Mr.
Thomas creating plots for movies and
acting out an on-set experience.

“ISM gives us a personal connection to
Hollywood,” said Ryan Mallon, senior at
Kennett High School. “Professionals in
the movie industry can view the videos
we make and critique them.”
Kennett High School junior Nikki
Moriello had an opportunity to sit down
and interview Mr. Thomas after the
workshop. When asked how often he
visits other schools that have the ISM
program, Mr. Thomas replied, “I don’t
speak at every school that has ISM. It is
rare and Kennett High School is one of
the few.”

Science Comes Alive at the
Kennett Middle School Science Fair Expo
“This is going to be awesome,” said
Brentt Marshall, sixth grader at Kennett
Middle School, as he eagerly waited to
participate in a science experiment at
Kennett Middle School’s Science Fair
Expo.
From October 19 to 21, sixth, seventh
and eighth grade students experienced the
fun and excitement science has to offer at
Kennett Middle School’s second Science
Fair Expo. The Science Fair Expo was
held to encourage students to explore the
world of science and inspire them to be a
part of this year’s Kennett Consolidated
School District Science Fair.
Swamy Yeleswaram, Vice President of
Incyte Corporation, was eager to see
Kennett Consolidated School District
students become involved in the Chester
County Science Fair. “Science is much
bigger than seeing colors change in a
test tube,” said Mr. Yeleswaram. “It is all
around us … it is everything you see and
feel. The science expo opens students up
to science and helps them understand
that it can be fun.”
Six different stations were set up in the
middle school’s gymnasium; students
participated in a science experiment
for 10 minutes at each station. These
stations gave students a snapshot of a
different branch of science that could be
used as a starting point for their science

fair project. At the Crime Scene Investigation station students used microscopes
to look at hair samples from several
animals to identify a suspect.
At the Home Analytical Chemistry
station, Tom Felder, principal investigator at DuPont Displays, discussed with
students what analytical chemists do
and the wide variety of jobs available to
someone who studies chemistry. Using
potatoes and baking soda, the students
had to identify which water samples
were contaminated with salt and which
were contaminated with vinegar.
At the Penny Boat Challenge station,
students worked in pairs to build a boat
from a small piece of tin foil. Then, students placed their boats in the float tank
to test how many pennies it could hold.
Sixth graders Ja’Naye Pritchett and
Kelsey Hands realized that slowly adding
pennies one at a time and distributing
them evenly throughout the boat was
more effective.
“It really mattered how the pennies were
put in,” said Kelsey. “We put them in
the middle first and then on the sides,”
said Ja’Naye. “You had to spread them
out carefully and slowly.”
Louis Bedolla, sixth grader at Kennett
Middle School, also determined that
creating a boat like a cup with smaller

sides was more
effective. “It is
the best shape
for carrying
pennies,” said
Louis.
The stations
were run by
parents, local
businesses, and
volunteers from
the Chester County
Intermediate
Unit. The local
businesses that
contributed
to the Science
Expo’s success
included Incyte
Sixth grade students enjoyed the Banana DNA experiment at Kennett
Corporation,
Buds to Bloom Middle School’s Science Expo.
Gardens,
Kaolin Mushdents who qualify at the Kennett Conroom, W. L. Gore & Associates, Bove
solidated School District Science Fair
Jewelers, Hendrick Orthodontics, and
will be eligible to compete at the Chester
DuPont.
County Science Research Competition
on March 3, 2011 for grades six through
Applications for the Kennett Consoli12 and March 4, 2011 for grades four
dated School District Science Fair can
and five. Details about the Chester
be submitted as early as mid November,
County fair can be found at www.cciu.
and must be approved before a student
org/sciencefair.
may begin his or her project. The Science Fair will be held on Friday, January
28, 2011 at Kennett High School. Stu-
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Exelon Corporation Sponsors Bilingual
Red Cross Training at Kennett High School
For the past four years, Kennett High
School’s English as a Second Language
(ESL) students have received first aid
and CPR training from the American
Red Cross Southeastern Pennsylvania
Chapter in partnership with the Exelon
Corporation which funded the training.

trainees more comfortable. They are able
to relay the importance of being able
to apply what is learned at the training.
These students are also great success
stories because of how far they have
come in terms of their English language
abilities.”

The two-day training course was conducted by three Certified Red Cross
trainers along with three Kennett High
School student instructors. The student
instructors, seniors Berenice Bernal,
Nitzia Gutierrez, and Julio Cano, were
selected by Assistant Principal Dr.
Tomorrow Jenkins because of their
exceptional participation in last year’s
training. The students took part in a
week-long Red Cross leadership training
session in July to prepare for the two-day
training held at Kennett High School on
October 6 and 7.

Certified trainers along with the student
instructors taught students how to prevent and prepare for disaster. Students
viewed an instructional video, received
a training manual and individualized
instruction, and practiced lifesaving
skills on manikins and their peers. On
the first day of training, students learned
how to handle choking and were taught
CPR. On the second day, students
learned how to treat various illnesses and
injuries such as external bleeding, burns,
asthma, and bone injuries. They practiced with a partner wrapping bandages
and creating splints.

“Student instructors serve as model
students who have already successfully
completed the CPR training,” said Mrs.
Wendy Kotz, English as a Second Language teacher at Kennett High School.
“The student instructors are well-known
by their peers, helping to make the

The same training is offered by certified
faculty and staff yearly to all Kennett
High School freshmen except all materials for this course, including videos and
textbooks, are narrated and written in
Spanish.

Kennett High School ESL students, Berenice Bernal and Nitzia Gutierrez, practice
controlling external bleeding during the second day of Red Cross training.

“I think the training and learning
lifesaving skills is interesting,” explained
student instructor Olga Bernal. “I hope

that students find this information interesting too and feel confident after the
training that they can save a life.”

KHS Life Skills Students Get On-The-Job Experience
Kennett High School’s Life Skills
students are challenged with a range of
physical and developmental disabilities,
but those disabilities don’t slow them
down. Their educational experience is
specialized to not only include the traditional reading, writing, and arithmetic,
but also hands-on job experience. Each
morning, life skills students begin their
day just like their peers, solving math
problems and reading, but by noon these
students are working hard in the community performing various jobs from
cleaning tables to filing papers.
“The goal of the program is to teach
students important life skills that will
prepare them to work independently,”
said Mrs. Karen Hudecheck, special education teacher at Kennett High School.
“The hope is their experience will lead to
a paying job after high school.”

Care, Manny Hattan’s Restaurant, TJ
Max, Wild Thyme, Chester County
Food Bank, Jennersville Hospital,
Kendal-Crosslands, the Galleria, Hilltop
Restaurant, Kennett Friend’s Home,
Willowdale Chapel, Creative Play Day
School, and Church of the Open Door.
Depending on the needs and capabilities of the student, he or she may spend
more time in the classroom working on
functional skills like cooking or personal
hygiene than at a job site. A student’s
behavior is first monitored in the classroom and his or her skills are evaluated.
Then, he or she is placed in a group of
four or five students and sent to a job
location, based on their needs, with a
larger staffed group.
If a student is not behaviorally ready for
job exploration outside of school, jobs
are available at Kennett High School.
Students assist teachers by collecting
papers or folding towels for home economics classes.
Students
can begin
job exploration in ninth
grade and
can continue
working until
they are 21.
Behaviorally
ready life skills
students with
greater needs
are placed at
locations like
the Chester
County Food
Bank and
Manny Hattan’s where
jobs are more
structured.

The Kennett Consolidated School District, in conjunction with
the Chester
County Intermediate Unit,
works with
local businesses to place life
skills students
with appropriate jobs in the
community.
Students spend
two and half
to three hours,
one to three
days each week
at one or more
job locations.
Students are
placed with
organizations like
the YMCA,
Kennett High School Life Skills students, Wes and Dana, Two years
Genesis Health- pose for a picture at Manny Hattan’s Restaurant.
ago Manny

Hattan’s opened its doors
to Kennett High School’s
life skills students. Students
clean and set tables with
placemats and silverware
and practice rolling silverware in napkins. These jobs
not only prepare them for
real-world jobs but provide
them with the supportive
environment they need to
find confidence in completing everyday tasks.
However, if you ask Kennett
High School senior Wes
what the best part of working at Manny’s is, he would
tell you it is the free lunch!
“I like a salad with turkey,
cheese, oil, and vinegar,”
said Wes.

Juana, senior at Kennett High School, sorts silverware
at Jennersville Hospital.

Students’ skills and behavior are also
evaluated at the job location. If they
do well, they graduate to locations that
allow them to work more independently. At Jennersville Hospital, students
perform many tasks like restocking cups
and condiments, washing dishes and
carts, and putting dishes away. In addition to completing tasks, they learn how
to follow directions, ask for help, and
develop social skills.
Juana, a senior at Kennett High School,
has worked at Manny Hattan’s, Kennett
Friends Home, Kendal Crossing, and TJ
Max. This is her first year at Jennersville
Hospital, and she is already helping
other students learn their way around
the dish room. She instructs other students on where they can find things and
where things should be put away.
“They are very good kids,” said Mrs.
Kim Outten of the Chester County
Intermediate Unit. “It is a fast-paced
work environment, and there is a lot of

work that needs to be done at Jennersville Hospital. The students are self-sufficient and really do a great job.”
Juana, senior at Kennett High School,
and Robert, sophomore at Kennett High
School, stay busy washing dishes and
putting them away. They know how to
work as a team. When Robert is finished
washing dishes, Juana puts them away. If
any of the dishes are still dirty, Juana is
quick to let Robert know what spots he
has missed.
“Life skills students know how to do the
job, but they may not be able to communicate when there is a problem,” said
Mrs. Tish Hilmelstein from the Chester
County Intermediate Unit. “At Jennersville Hospital, the students are taught to
look at their work and see how it affects
others. They are told to speak up, which
helps them to work towards independence.”
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Respect for All: A Lesson for Life
In addition to their academics such as
math, science, and reading, a large part
of a student’s learning experience is
socialization. Especially at the elementary school level, children are learning to
cooperate and share with their peers, to
work in groups, and to take responsibility for their actions. While the Kennett
Consolidated School District has always
supported a values-based curriculum,
highlighted every year in the District’s
calendar, the decision was made to focus
on one specific value for the 2010-2011
academic year – Respect.
“The ability to project respect is a
fundamental necessity of any successful
organization, and this is especially true
of a school system,” explained Superintendent Dr. Barry Tomasetti. “Those
vested in the Kennett Consolidated
School District understand this concept,
but we felt that building a theme of
respect was important so that everyone
would be certain that being respectful is
a characteristic that we value and expect
from everyone who sets foot in our
facilities.”
The District theme of respect was introduced to the students in September at
each of the five schools. Additionally,
each school is hosting fun events and
activities throughout the year to keep the
students energized.
“Respect for yourself, each other, your
school, and the environment is something we have always talked about at
Greenwood Elementary School,” commented Principal Mrs. Tracey Marino.
“Having respect as our District theme
this year just makes it easier to talk
about.”
To help students understand what
respect looks like, students at Greenwood Elementary School were introduced to Greenwood Groundhog Shad-

ow Tickets. As Mrs. Marino explained,
every adult in the school is given three
Greenwood Groundhog Shadow Tickets
each month. The tickets are color-coded
– blue stands for excellent behavior,
green stands for hard worker, and yellow stands for demonstrating kindness
or respect. Adults award the tickets
throughout the month to deserving
students, but, as Mrs. Marino pointed
out, each adult only gets three tickets a
month so the tickets are coveted.
Once a student is handed a ticket, he
or she visits the front office to sign the
Groundhog Log and their ticket is hung
in the Wall of Fame. At the end of each
day, Mrs. Marino calls the home of each
student who received a ticket that day.
Mrs. Marino smiled as she explained
that the tickets don’t hold any real value,
“The students can’t exchange them for
anything, but they have embraced the
program and are anxious to see which of
their friends are the newest additions to
the Wall of Fame.”
Each day at Mary D. Lang Elementary
School begins with the daily announcement reminding students to “Always
do their best. Never give up. Treat each
other with kindness and respect.” This
message is reinforced in the classroom
with teachers reminding students to
embrace each other’s differences and that
although students may not always agree,
they can always be respectful.
Principal Mrs. Susan McArdle and her
staff encourage the use of compliments
every day. “We encourage students to
pay compliments to each other rather
than put downs,” said Mrs. McArdle.
“Teaching students kindness and respect
encourages them to always do their best.
This will help them make well informed
decisions now and in the future.”
Third, fourth, and fifth grade students

at Mary D. Lang
Elementary School
also had a lesson on
bullying, respect,
and fairness when
they watched
“Hide N’ Slide,” an
assembly put on by
Sadecky’s Puppets.
The story was based
on a child, Marty,
who created a playground game that
quickly gained popularity with other
kids. Eventually,
one team began to
dominate the game
and wanted to
exclude other kids.
Marty realized that
he needed to stand
up to the bully and
come up with a
solution that would
include everyone.
Students at New
(left to right) Ella Cordisco, Sarah Funkhouser, Jay Mehta, and
Garden ElemenManuel Alvarez-Marcelo proudly stand in front of the Groundhog
tary School began
Shadow Ticket Wall of Fame.
their school year
by exploring what
respect sounds like and looks like.
The results of this activity, which was
municated better in the smaller group
completed at the classroom level, hang
setting and discussion with the students
outside each classroom and are shared
is stronger.
over the morning announcements by
classroom representatives.
“The District’s theme of respect sets the
tone for a safe and productive learning
For the third year, each class at New
environment and provides a wonderGarden Elementary School received a
ful foundation for our students as they
grade-level appropriate presentation on
move from one level to the next,” combullying presented by the Crime Victims mented Mrs. McArdle.
Center of Chester County. While the
classroom presentations took longer than “Ultimately, respect is showing consida single school-wide assembly, Princieration for another person’s feelings,
pal Mrs. Cathy Robine, the teachers,
beliefs, possessions,” said Dr. Tomasetti.
and Crime Victims Center of Chester
“Respect helps everyone feel valued,
County believe that the message is com- welcomed, and safe.”

Red Ribbon Week Highlights
the Importance of Staying Drug-Free
During the last week of October, the
Kennett Consolidated School District
joined school districts across the country
to raise awareness about the importance
of staying drug-free during National
Red Ribbon Week. Founded in 1988
by the National Family Partnership, Red
Ribbon Week commemorates the life
and death of Enrique “Kiki” Camarena,
an agent of the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration, who died in the fight
against drugs. The National Family
Partnership, an organization devoted to
helping families and communities live
healthy, drug-free lives, asks youth and
adults to wear and display red ribbons
during the last week of October to demonstrate their commitment to a drugfree lifestyle and to remember Agent
Camarena.
“Red Ribbon Week opens a dialogue to
talk about issues that children don’t feel
comfortable talking about,” said Mrs.
Susan McArdle, Mary D. Lang Elementary School Principal. “It teaches important life skills like control, responsibility,
and doing the right thing.”
At Mary D. Lang Elementary School,

Red Ribbon Week is a favorite weeklong celebration. With the recent
implementation of full-day kindergarten, awareness of the importance of
staying drug-free begins at an earlier age.
Students are embracing this year’s theme
of “Peace Out to Drugs” by taking the
pledge to stay drug-free, dressing up for
different themes throughout the week,
and wearing red rubber bracelets to
show their support for a healthy lifestyle. Every morning during announcements, Mary D. Lang Elementary students repeated an affirmation to remain
tobacco, alcohol, and drug-free. The
hallways at Mary D. Lang Elementary
School proudly displayed red ribbons as
a symbol of intolerance towards the use
of drugs.
At Kennett Middle School, the CARES
team sponsored a spirit-week around the
theme of “Rockin’ Out Drug Free” that
encouraged students to dress up for a
different rockin’ theme each day and to
wear red on October 25.
“The activities for Red Ribbon Week
show students at Kennett Middle School
that there are more fun things to do

Fifth grade students at Mary
D. Lang proudly wear their
red ribbons to in honor of
Red Ribbon Week.

than drugs,” said Amanda Haid, seventh grader at Kennett Middle School.
“You’re thinking about what you’re
going to wear the next day,” added
Erin Dooley, seventh grader at Kennett
Middle School.
The theme at Kennett Middle School,
“A Drug-Free Life Rocks!” helps students

make connections to a healthy, drug-free
lifestyle with choices for the future.
“Red Ribbon Week is about being drugfree and making good decisions over
all,” said Emma Rasero, seventh grader
at Kennett Middle School. “This week
makes us more aware how important it
is to stay drug-free.”
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KHS Students Receive National Honors
Kennett High School is proud to
announce that eleven students have been
named National Merit Semi-Finalists,
eleven students have been honored as
commended students in the annual
National Merit Scholarship Program,
one student has been named a finalist in
the National Hispanic Recognition Program, and one student has been named
a finalist in the National Achievement
Scholar Program.
The National Merit Semi-Finalists (pictured at right) are: Eric Allenstein-Lyon,
Tess Amram, Casey Brown, Kenneth Bui,
Abigail Frank, Wenting Han, Sagar Karandikar, Mark Koninckx, Justin Lardani,
Rohit Ramanathan, and Elyssa Skeirik.
Two of the semi-finalists, Tess Amram
and Justin Lardani, have also been
named finalists in the National Hispanic
Recognition Program and the National
Achievement Program, respectively.
These 11 seniors will continue to compete for approximately 8,400 National
Merit Scholarship awards worth more
than $36 million. They are among
more than 1.5 million juniors in over
22,000 high schools who entered the

2011 National Merit Program
by taking the 2009 Preliminary
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT) which served as an initial screen of program entrants.
The nationwide pool of semifinalists represents less than one
percent of high school seniors.
Tess Amram was cited for honors
in the National Hispanic Recognition Program. The National
Hispanic Recognition Program,
established in 1983, is a College
Board program that provides
national recognition of the exceptional academic achievements of
Hispanic high school seniors.
Justin Lardani was named a semi-finalist
in the annual National Achievement
Scholarship Program by officials of the
National Merit Achievement Corporation. The National Achievement Scholarship Program was initiated in 1964 to
recognize academically promising black
students throughout the nation and to
provide scholarships to the most outstanding program participants.

The National Merit commended
students are: Laura Davidson, Zach
Dilcher, Connor Finnegan, Richard
Kletter, Kelsey Joy Lafferty, Julie Miller,
Brad Rybinski, Emily Simasek, Sarah
Van Voorhis, Molly Visk, and Glen
Williams. Although these students do
not continue in the competition for
Merit Scholarships, they placed among
the top 5% of the 1.4 million students

who entered the 2010 Merit Scholarship
competition by taking the 2009 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test.
The Kennett Consolidated School District is proud of these students for their
accomplishments and wishes them all
the best in their senior year.

Greenwood Elementary
Parent/
School Embraces Nature Trail
Student
Resource
Corner
Studying the food chain is nothing
new to fourth graders at Greenwood
Elementary School. Each year, fourth
graders learn about the ecosystem and
adaptations that both living and nonliving species need to survive. But what
makes science at Greenwood Elementary School unique is the up-close look
students have at living species along the
school’s nature trail.

Eighteen years ago, three Greenwood
parents collaborated to create the 800
foot nature trail through the woods in
hopes that it would be used by students
and teachers. However, it remained
untouched for years until 2006 when
Mr. Burt Rothenberger’s grandchildren
started attending Greenwood Elementary School and he noticed the overgrown trail.
Mr. Rothenberger, a volunteer gardener
and a National Wildlife Habitat Steward, talked to the principal at the time
and it was agreed that the nature trail
could be used to aid the curriculum. In
order to resurrect the nature trail, Mr.
Rothenberger needed help and called
on Boy Scouts who were looking for
an Eagle Scout project. They removed
invasive plants along the trail, laid
wood chips, and added native plants.
Greenwood Elementary School was
also granted $5,500 by the E. Kneale
Dockstader Foundation for the start-up
of the project, which included 1,000
plants. Longwood Gardens agreed to
supply wood chips and maintain the
boardwalk.
Every year since the completion of the
nature train, Longwood Gardens has
sent interns to Greenwood Elementary
School to fix boards that need replacing and to lay woodchips. Greenwood
PTO’s Nature Trail Committee also
spends time weeding and maintaining
the nature trail.

“Getting kids outside is really important,” said Mr. Rothenberger. “You
don’t need to send kids on a bus to
explore nature because it’s right there.”

Eventually, benches and an outdoor
classroom were added to the nature
trail. Girl Scouts joined in on the
project by building bird and toad
houses. Fifteen wooden display posts
with plastic frames have also been built
by Boy Scouts as a part of Eagle Scout
projects. In the frames, different links
of the food chain (producers, herbivores, omnivores, and carnivores) that
can be seen along the nature trail are
displayed.
“The Nature Trail connects students to
Pennsylvania wildlife, the science curriculum, and their school,” said fourth
grade teacher Mrs. Melissa Cassidy.
“This project motivates students to
look at nature and the food chain in a
different way.”

Welcome to the Kennett Consolidated School District’s Newsletter’s Parent/Student Resource Corner! In each issue of the newsletter, parents and guardians will
find educational web sites that will help keep their student academically engaged
and challenged outside of the classroom. Theses web sites will assist students at
various grade levels in literacy and mathematics:
ReadWriteThink: www.readwritethink.org
Engaging resources, games, and activities for students at all grade levels. Every
lesson plan on ReadWriteThink has been aligned not only to the International
Reading Association/National Council of Teachers of English Standards for the
English Language Arts but to individual state standards as well.
Colorín Colorado: www.colorincolorado.org
A bilingual literacy website that provides information, activities, and advice for
families and educators of English Language Learners. Colorín Colorado is an
educational initiative of WETA, the flagship public television and radio station
in Washington, D.C.

At the beginning of the year, students
walked along the nature trail to look
at the environment. They were told to
find examples of living and non-living
species and look at the interaction
between the two.

Reading Rockets: www.readingrockets.org
Information and resources for parents on how young kids learn to read, why so
many young children struggle, and how caring adults can help. Reading Rockets
is an educational initiative of WETA, the flagship public television and radio
station in Washington, D.C.

“I liked seeing all the different berries
and wildlife,” said Greenwood Elementary fourth grader Donavan Gargiulo.
“You can look at the animal tracks and
find out where they go.”

Study Island: www.studyisland.com
Reading and math activities for students in third through eighth grades specifically designed to help students master the content specified in the Pennsylvania
Assessment Anchors and assessed on the PSSA. A username and password is
assigned by the student’s classroom teacher.

Back in the classroom, students were
asked to create a poem, song, illustration, or diagram explaining a part of
the food chain that could be found in
wetlands or woodlands. Fourth grader
Devon Miller’s group worked on a song
about producers, what they eat, and
what they need to survive. While having fun working on her song, Devon
insightfully said, “This world wouldn’t
be any fun if there wasn’t any nature.”

First In Math: www.firstinmath.com
Math activities for students in kindergarten through eighth grades that solidify
basic math skills. After completing certain skill set requirements students can
play bonus games that serve as incentives and encourage students to continue to
achieve. A username and password is assigned by student’s math teacher.
Brightstorm: www.brightstorm.com
Free tutorial videos provided by teachers to help students with their math and
science homework and prepare them for SAT, ACT, PSAT and AP exams. Teachers explain math and science concepts and work through sample problems covering topics such as Algebra, Geometry, Algebra 2, Trigonometry, Precalculus,
Calculus, Biology, Chemistry and Physics. No username or password are needed.

