Back to School 2010

Senior
Citizen
Tax Relief
Program
Senior citizens in the Kennett Consolidated School District will have a chance
to go back to school and assist teachers
and students through the KCSD’s Senior
Citizen Tax Relief Program. The program is designed to allow senior citizens
an opportunity to provide their services
in different capacities within the schools
from chaperoning field trips to distributing mail. Participants benefit from
the personal satisfaction of providing
needed services to the District and earning credits that can be applied to their
property tax bills. In return for their
time and service, participants will receive
a property tax credit of $10.00 per hour
of service with a maximum of 50 hours
per person.
“The Kennett Consolidated School District is excited to offer the Senior Citizen
Tax Relief Program once again this year,”
said Mr. Mark Tracy, Director of Business Administration. “It is a wonderful
opportunity to unite generations while
providing tax relief to seniors in our
community.”
Continued on page 7

Netbooks Bring Mobile
Learning to District Classrooms
Visit most of the five schools in the
Kennett Consolidated School District
and chances are you will see students
working on small, lightweight laptop
computers, known as netbooks. These
cost-effective computers are ideal for
accessing the Internet and for all-around
word processing, are quickly becoming
a part of everyday instruction in the
District.
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction Dr. Victoria
Gehrt explained, “Two years ago, when
it became evident that technology
was being infused into every aspect of
instruction in the District, we knew we
needed to find a way to increase accessibility for students.” This accessibility came in the form of a Title I grant,
which enable the District to first bring
netbooks to Kennett Middle School.
Netbooks were then added to Kennett
High School and a pilot program was
initiated at Mary D. Lang Elementary
School at the fourth and fifth grade level
as part of the one-to-one initiative. For
the 2010-2011 academic year 120 netbooks will be added and the one-to-one

initiative at Mary D. Lang Elementary
School will expand to include the third
grade. In addition, a cart of netbooks
will be added to every floor at the
middle school.
“Even though all students in the District
have access to computer labs, netbooks
are highly portable and give students
access to a wide range of browser-based
resources and applications wherever they
are in the school,” Dr.
Gehrt said. “Teachers
and students are using
the netbooks to stay
up-to-date with the
assignments, to upload
projects to classroom
wikis and blogs, and to collaborate on
projects outside of the classroom.”

“The students
really took it
and ran with it.”

“We collaborated to place the focus on
the students, not on the resources or
the hardware,” said Mr. Dan Maguire,
technology coach for the District. “The
use of technology in instruction is more
effective, saves time, and provides readily
available resources.”

Bancroft Elementary School
Construction Continues

Continued on page 2

The project continues to be on schedule according to
Robert Perzel, director of facilities and construction.
“Despite some setbacks due to heavy thunderstorms
that flooded excavations and some extremely hot
weather, the contractors have come through,” said
Mr. Perzel. “The construction teams are making
great progress, and we are looking forward to this
progress continuing into the fall.”
Updates and additional photos are being posted
regularly on the District website at www.KCSD.org.

The District is looking for volunteers to
serve on the newly formed Marketing
Committee.

Postal Patron

In January, Mr.
Schwab began working
with Mr. Maguire to
prepare lessons. The
2009-2010 school
year was the first year
that the netbooks were
tested by the students in a one-to-one
environment. Kennett Middle School
was the first to have netbooks integrated
for student use during the 2008-2009
school year. This allowed the Kennett
Consolidated School District’s Technology Committee to determine an effective
implementation model. Fourth and fifth
grade students at Mary D. Lang Elementary School started using netbooks in

The Bancroft Elementary School site is starting to
take shape. Work has begun on the Bancroft Road,
drainage basins and retaining walls have been added,
and the final grading and foundation work have
begun.

District Seeks
Volunteers
for Marketing
Committee
If you have a background in marketing or
are just interested in the topic, please call
the Superintendent’s office at 610-4446602 to volunteer.

Mr. Ray Schwab, fifth grade teacher
at Mary D. Lang Elementary School,
helped pilot the one-to-one program at
Mary D. Lang Elementary School for
fourth and fifth graders. This program
allowed every fourth and fifth grade
student to have access to their own netbook. While the netbooks must remain
at the school, they were available to students to use for every subject throughout
the school year.

Above, drainage basins and retaining walls have
been mostly completed at the Bancroft Elementary site. At right, the building is beginning to take
shape as the masonry walls are erected.
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Kennett High School Alumni Spotlight:
Linda Magaña & Siobhan Riley
Linda Magaña
When she left Kennett High School to
venture off to college in 2007, everyone
knew Linda Magaña was destined to
make an impact at Columbia University.
At Kennett High School, Linda served
on the Student Council, was president of
National Honor Society, and took part
in independent research. She received a
full scholarship to the Governor’s School
for International Studies at the University
of Pittsburgh and was even accepted to
Harvard University on a full scholarship.
The oldest of six children, Linda attributes much of her success to her family.
“My family has been the most important
influence,” said Linda. “My parents
always encouraged me to explore and
were always willing to take me to conferences and drive me to meetings.”
Although Linda’s family has been a large
influence on her success, she was quick
to acknowledge her teachers at Kennett
High School. “I was really fortunate
with teachers. They provided me with
many opportunities,” said Linda. “My
English teacher was the one who encouraged me to apply to the Governor’s
School for International Studies Program
at the University of Pittsburgh.”
As a history and pre-med major at
Columbia University, Linda has a full
schedule. Yet she still finds time to
dedicate to various organizations on
campus and is making a difference in
the lives of others. Linda is the treasurer
of Columbia University Democrats, is
a representative of the Undergraduate
History Council, and is a part of the
Columbia Undergraduate Scholars Program (CUSP). As a part of the CSUP,
Linda serves as the Columbia/New York
Community Co-Chair (CNCC). The
purpose of the CNCC is to connect the
scholar body with the rest of Columbia
University as well as the surrounding
New York City community. The CNCC
provides scholars the opportunity to
work together with organizations within
Harlem to guide high school students
in devising and implementing their own
vision for a civic service project within
their community.

Netbooks

Last summer, Linda participated in
clinical research at DuPont and Thomas
Jefferson University. This past summer,
Linda gave back to the Kennett community as an intern at The Garage Community and Youth Center, where more than
200 students come for tutoring, mentoring, and a variety of activities. At The
Garage, she assisted with the programming and development of the summer
program, and worked with the GirlTalk
program. GirlTalk is a program created
by high school girls for high school girls
as a venue to discuss critical and sensitive
issues.

society for history students and professors.

Now back on campus, Linda is looking
forward to her senior year and another
full schedule of classes and extra-curricular activities.

Siobhan also served as president of
Theology Club, treasurer of Anime
Club, and contributed to Lighted
Corners, a literary magazine with art
and writings by members of the Mount
community.

Siobhan Riley

Siobhan stayed involved at Mount
Saint Mary’s as a resident assistant;
editor in chief of Tolle Lege, a student
journal of theology and philosophy;
and participated in a year-long apprenticeship with Challenging Recreation
Unleashing Experience (CRUX), an
outdoor adventure leadership development program. CRUX trained Siobhan
in the various technical, facilitation,
medical and judgment skills necessary
to become an adventure professional.

Having graduated with numerous
Advanced Placement credits from
Kennett High School in 2007, Siobhan
Riley was well ahead of her peers when
she began her academic career at Mount
Saint Mary’s University. Siobhan was
advanced 20 transfer credits in U.S. and
European history, biology, and English,
allowing her to graduate a year early
from college. She tested out of her core
college courses and started taking juniorlevel classes, in addition to her first year
classes, during her freshman year.

“The most rewarding part of my
college experience was the outdoor
leadership program,” said Siobhan. “It
taught me how to be a strong person
and how to help people in any outdoor
situation.”

“Graduating a year early isn’t recommended,” laughed Siobhan. “It takes a
lot of hard work, but I’m glad I did it.”

Siobhan is excited to start her classes
and decide what branch of theology she
will study. She believes she will focus
on Historical and Systematic Theology
or Morality. Her goal is to continue on
to earn her Ph.D. in Religious Studies.
She would eventually like to teach at
the university level.

Siobhan attributes much of her academic success to her teachers in the Kennett
Consolidated School District. “Mrs.
Aiken and Mrs. Lameroux, my twelfth
and eleventh grade English teachers,
played an important role in preparing
me for college. They honed my skills in
evaluation and writing.”
During Siobhan’s freshman year, her
exceptional writing skills stood out from
her peers. She was asked by the English
Department to be a writing tutor, an
opportunity that is normally only open
to seniors. In addition, she was asked
by the History Department to present a
paper at an academic competition held
by Phi Alpha Theta, the national honor

In May, Siobhan graduated magna cum
laude with degrees in history and theology. She was accepted to Villanova’s
theology and religious studies graduate
program and began working towards
her master’s degree on August 23.

“I really love Kennett,” said Siobhan.
“I would bring my friends from school
home to the Mushroom Festival.
When I talk to other people not from
Kennett, I tell them how well the District prepared me.”

If you know of a Kennett High School
alumnus who would be a good candidate
for a spotlight, please email Lindsay@
KrispCommunications.com.

Continued from page 1

their math classes in winter 2009. Mr.
Schwab broke students into groups to
work on assignments posted on Wiki
and he would digitally interact with
them through the SmartBoard in the
classroom. “The response was outstanding,” said Mr. Schwab. “The students
really took it and ran with it. It was a
seamless transition.”
“The coolest part is that there is a
netbook for each person,” said Eddy
Rodriguez, a fifth grade student at Mary
D. Lang Elementary School. “I use my
netbook for almost every subject and it
saves all the information of things I’ve
done.”
Each student has his or her own electronic portfolio where projects and
assignments are uploaded. Students
also have access to programs like Study
Island, a program based on the Pennsyl-

vania standards of preparation for PSSA
testing, and educational games where
teachers can view the scores of students
success with subjects such as fractions.
The electronic portfolio allows teachers
to track student progress throughout
the year like an electronic report card
but provides a more in-depth look. This
portfolio will stay with the fifth grade
students as they transition into sixth
grade and their sixth grade teachers will
have a better understanding of their
incoming students’ capabilities.
“I think the netbooks are really fun,”
said Isabelle Morrison, fifth grade
student at Mary D. Lang Elementary
School. “They are easy to use and have
a lot of good resources. My [electronic]
portfolio helps to keep me more organized.”
Technical support is readily available to

teachers and the District Technology
Committee ensures that no instructional
time is lost. Teachers can call the help
desk at any time and someone is always
available. District-wide technology
collaboration sessions are held once a
month or more as needed. While these
sessions are coordinated by the District’s
technology coach, they are facilitated by
teachers, and supported by members of
the technology department. Mr. Maguire explains, “Our success is directly
attributed to our ability to collaborate
and maintain communication with
everyone involved.”
“The District’s one-on-one netbook
initiative is an exciting and incredible
undertaking,” commented Dr. Gehrt.
“The District’s technology department
should be applauded for their efforts in
making technology decisions that focus
on students first, technology second.”
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All Around the Schools
Greenwood Elementary School Fourth
Graders Give Back to Community
In March, Greenwood Elementary School
bus driver Mr. Jay Middleton, known as
Mr. Jay to the community, was diagnosed
with pancreatic cancer. Due to the close
bond he formed with the parents and students over the years, Mr. Jay never tried
to hide that he was sick with cancer and
informed parents of his situation as soon
as he could.

those in need,” said Mrs. Marino. “The
boys gave up their recess and special classes
to plan a mini-carnival with their teachers.”
Alex, Dominic, and Drew came up with
the idea to host a mini-carnival during the
last hour of the school day and worked out
all of the details on their own. They wrote
a letter to their peers encouraging them to
join them on June 11 to show their love
and support for Mr. Jay. The boys charged
$1.00 for games like slap shot, soccer goal,
free throw, and soda bottle bowling. In
addition to playing games, many people,
even some who couldn’t attend the event,
made generous donations. The carnival
raised $1,520, and all of the proceeds were
presented to Mr. Jay when he arrived with
the bus to pick the kids up.

Mr. Jay has been Alex Baeurle’s, fourth
grade student at Greenwood Elementary
School, bus driver since Kindergarten.
Alex was concerned when his beloved bus
driver was out of work for an entire week.
“Jay is a part of the family,” said Alex.
“Everyone loves him … he’s so nice.”

Alex wanted to do something to help Mr.
Jay. Along with his two friends, Drew
Moskuley and Dominic De’Angelo,
“I was humbled,” said Mr. Jay. “It brought
fourth grade students at Greenwood
tears to my eyes. Alex, Dominic, and Drew
(L-R) Drew Moskuley, Alex Baeurle, and Dominic De’Angelo hold up a check for $1,520
Elementary School, he went to work think- after a fundraiser they held for bus driver Mr. Jay Middleton.
deserve a lot of credit. They took an idea
ing of ways to raise money for Mr. Jay. The
and followed it through.”
boys approached Greenwood Elementary School Principal Mrs. Tracey Marino with
their idea, and she encouraged them to develop a plan.
“He was speechless,” Drew stated humbly. “It felt really good to be able to help him.
Everyone at the carnival had a great time.”
“This isn’t the first time the boys have approached me about raising money for a
member of the Greenwood community,” Mrs. Marino explained. “Last year the boys As of June, Mr. Jay has had two surgeries and has undergone five weeks of chemoorganized a fundraiser to raise money for a former Greenwood Elementary student
therapy and radiation. The Kennett Consolidated School District wishes Mr. Jay a
who is battling a serious disease.”
quick and speedy recovery. “The kids, the parents, and the teachers are what keep
me going,” commented Mr. Jay. “It’s a good feeling knowing these kids care.”
“Alex, Drew, and Dominic are determined young men who open their hearts to

KHS Assistant Principal Travels to Argentina
In 2008, Dr. Tomorrow Jenkins, Kennett
High School assistant principal, received
an e-mail in her inbox with an application to apply for the Fulbright Scholarship
Program. The Fulbright program, which
promotes relations between U.S. academics and professionals and their counterparts
abroad, immediately sparked Dr. Jenkins
interest. She was intrigued to learn more
about the Mexican education system and
decided to apply to the program.
“I really wanted to practice my Spanish,
and I wanted to immerse myself into
the Mexican culture,” said Dr. Jenkins.
“I wanted to be able to relate better to
the Hispanic students at Kennett High
School.”
While Dr. Jenkins’ first choice was Mexico, the Fulbright Program thought she
would be better suited for the program in
Argentina, her second choice, for summer
2009. At the time she was notified, Dr.
Jenkins was pregnant and wasn’t sure she
would feel comfortable leaving her baby
behind. After discussing her dilemma of
leaving her child to fulfill her scholarship
with the Fulbright staff, they agreed to
extend the scholarship to summer 2010.
On June 20, 2010, Dr. Jenkins embarked
on her three week journey to Argentina.
She began her trip in Buenos Ares with
15 administrators across the United States
learning about the educational system of
Argentina. After spending two days in
Buenos Aires, she traveled to Cordoba
where she spent the majority of her time
in private and public secondary schools
learning more about the Argentine school
system and culture.
Principal Mrs. Isabel Fernandez oversees

a private school of about 600
students in Cordoba and also
teaches English in her school as
well as other schools in the area.
Mrs. Fernandez visited Kennett
High School in October 2008 as
a part of the Fulbright Program,
and she was happy to host Dr.
Jenkins in return. On any given
day, Dr. Jenkins would observe
classrooms, talk to students,
give presentations, and sit in on
meetings.
“I fully immersed myself in the
culture,” said Dr. Jenkins. “I
stayed at local places, ate at local
restaurants, went to the corner
store to use the phone, and
visited the local café to get coffee
and use Skype to stay in touch
with my family.”

parents can request the session
the student would like to attend.
Teachers are required to fulfill a
quota of 31 hours a week.
“One of the major lessons I learned
is that North Americans are not the
only Americans,” said Dr. Jenkins.
“There are Central and South
Americans too. So the Argentinians are Americans from South
America.”
The Fulbright Program is an
international educational exchange
program sponsored by the U.S.
government and is designed to
increase mutual understanding
between the people of the United
States and the people of other
countries. Participants have been
provided with the opportunity to
study, teach and conduct research,
exchange ideas, and contribute to
finding solutions to shared international concerns.

Dr. Jenkins was amazed at the
wonderful reception held for
her, filled with Argentine foods
and traditional dances. She was
In addition to the exchange
also pleasantly surprised by the
program, grants of up to $5,000
affection Argentinians show
are offered through the Fulbright
when they greet each other. It is
Principal Mrs. Isabel Fernandez and Kennett High School
not uncommon to see teachers and assistant principal Dr. Tomorrow Jenkins pose for a photo program to extend the experience.
Dr. Jenkins hopes to obtain a
students kiss one another on the
in front of the Argentine flag.
grant so she can provide schools in
cheek to say hello, which would be
Argentina with computer camunheard of in the United States.
eras so they can Skype with students at
can enjoy food at the snack bar or, as it
Kennett High School. These cameras
is referred to in Argentina, the cantina.
The Argentine school day is also strucTeachers and administrators break in the would be integrated into Spanish classes
tured differently. In Argentina, there are
at Kennett High School and English
teachers’ room
80 or 40 minute instructional blocks,
classes in Argentina. Dr. Jenkins hopes
and after each block there is a 10-minute
that this opportunity will allow students
break. There are three breaks throughout There are two school sessions each day.
at Kennett High School and students in
The first session is 7:30 a.m. to 1:00
the day, and both students and teachers
Argentina to develop and foster culturalp.m., and the second is 1:30 p.m. to
are required to participate. Break time
ly diverse relationships with one another.
5:00 p.m. Each session has an entirely
is spent in the courtyard where students
new set of teachers and students, and
spend time relaxing and talking and
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KHS Class of 2010
As the Kennett Consolidated School District welcomes the Class of 2023 into their
kindergarten classrooms, our most recent graduates are being welcomed into their first
college classes, their first jobs, or basic training. In the last issue of the newsletter we
celebrated the Class of 2010’s achievements. In this issue, we would like to take a
closer look at the paths they chose to pursue to continue their success.

1%

are going into the military

8%

have other plans

8%

63%

are going into the workforce

are going to 4-year colleges

20%

are going to 2-year colleges

Alabama Southern Community
College
Albright College
Allegheny College
American University
Amherst College
Arcadia University
Arizona State University
Art Institute of Philadelphia
Automotive Training Center
Bloomsburg University of
Pennsylvania
Boston College
Boston University
Carleton College
Carnegie Mellon University
Cecil College
Cheyney University of Pennsylvania
Clemson University
The College of New Jersey
Colorado State University
Delaware County Community College
Delaware Valley College
DeVry University
Drexel University
Duquesne University
East Carolina University
East Stroudsburg University of
Pennsylvania
Eastern University
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania
Elizabethtown College
Fairleigh Dickinson University
Fashion Institute of Design &
Merchandising
Fashion Institute of Technology
Florida State University
Fordham University
Franklin & Marshall College
George Mason University
Grove City College
Harcum College
Hawaii Pacific University

High Point University
Hofstra University
Hood College
Immaculata University
Indiana University of Pennsylvania
Ithaca College
James Madison University
Johns Hopkins University
Johnson & Wales University
Keene State College
Kent State University
Kutztown University of Pennsylvania
Laboratory Institute of Merchandising
Lancaster School of Cosmetology
La Salle University
Lebanon Valley College
LIM College
Lock Haven University of
Pennsylvania
Loyola Marymount University
Loyola University Chicago
Lycoming College
Marquette University
Maryland Institute College of Art
Marywood University
McDaniel College
Messiah College
Miami International University of Art &
Design
Millersville University of Pennsylvania
Monmouth University
Neumann University
New College of Florida
New Jersey Institute of Technology
New York Institute of Technology
New York University
North Carolina State University
North Central College

Northeastern University
Oklahoma State University
Pennsylvania College of Technology
Pennsylvania State University
Pepperdine University
Philadelphia University
Point Park University
Pratt Institute
Purdue University
Queens University
Radford University
Rochester Institute of Technology
Roger Williams University
St. John’s University
Saint Joseph’s University
Savannah College of Art & Design
Seton Hill University
Shippensburg University of
Pennsylvania
State University of New York at
Binghamton
State University of New York College
of Environmental Science &
Forestry
Susquehanna University
Syracuse University
Temple University
Texas A&M University
Towson University
Tufts University
Tulane University
University of Alabama
University of Arizona
University of California, Berkeley
University of Chicago
University of Colorado at Boulder
University of Colorado at Colorado
Springs

University of Connecticut
University of Dayton
University of Delaware
University of Exeter
University of Hawaii
University of Iowa
University of Kentucky
University of Maryland: Baltimore
County
University of Maryland: College Park
University of Michigan
University of New Hampshire
University of New Mexico
University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill
University of Oklahoma
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
University of Rhode Island
University of the Sciences in
Philadelphia
University of Scranton
University of South Carolina
University of Southern California
University of Vermont
University of Virginia
University of Washington
Ursinus College
Villanova University
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and
State University
Washington College
Wesley College
West Chester University of
Pennsylvania
West Virginia University
Western Michigan University
Westminster College
Widener University
Wilmington University
Wilson College
York College
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Kennett Middle School
Welcomes New Assistant Principal
After working nine years at Kennett High School, Mr. Lorenzo DeAngelis will now
take on new challenges at Kennett Middle School as the new assistant principal. Mr.
DeAngelis is filling the position left open by the retirement of Mr. Joseph Lavelle.
For the past three years, Mr. DeAngelis was the Dean of Students at Kennett High
School. Prior to that he worked as Kennett High School’s health and physical education teacher for six years.
“I’m looking forward to this new experience and being a part of the Kennett Middle
School community,” said Mr. DeAngelis. “I’m excited to continue the achievements
of the school and help new students become successful.”
Mr. DeAngelis will work in collaboration with Principal Mr. John Carr and Assistant
Principal Mrs. Karen Gerlach and serve as the principal for sixth grade. Additional
responsibilities include building security, safety procedures, and teacher observations.
“I’m thrilled to begin working with Mr. Carr and Mrs. Gerlach, the staff, and the
teachers at Kennett Middle School,” said Mr. DeAngelis. “I look forward to building
new relationships and continuing the success of our students ... the students are the
reason we are all here.”
Mr. DeAngelis graduated from West Chester University with his degree in
Kinesiology and earned his master’s degree in school leadership from Wilmington
University.

Mr. Lorenzo DeAngelis is the new assistant principal at Kennett Middle School.

Introducing Full Day Kindergarten
For the first time, the Kennett Consolidated School District is offering full
day kindergarten to all students starting
August 30. Full day kindergarten is
linked to increased literacy and numeracy skills, smoother transitions to first
grade, and increased post-secondary
graduation rates.
Full day kindergarten will provide
teachers additional opportunities for
small group and individual instruction for remediation and enrichment.
Through full day kindergarten, students receive extended interaction
with peers, which helps develop strong
social-emotional skills and positive selfesteem. In addition, full day kindergarten provides students with opportunities to participate in special area
curriculums such as art, music, library,
physical education, and guidance.
It is important for parents of kinder-

garteners to ask their children about
their day and listen to their stories. It is
equally important to establish healthy
routines by making sure the child has
plenty of sleep each night and a nutritious breakfast each morning. Attending
parent nights, orientation, parent conferences, and writing notes to teachers are
great ways to communicate with a child’s
teacher. Parents should check their
kindergartener’s backpack each day for
important notes and/or forms.
The Kennett Consolidated School District’s school community is committed
to laying the foundation for academic
achievement by reaching and teaching
every child. Our mission is to provide a
safe, comfortable, and nurturing learning environment; instill a genuine love
of learning in all students; provide abundant opportunities for student success;
and establish a community of creative
thinkers and active learners.

Four Tips for a Successful
Kindergarten Year
1. Allow your kindergartener to do things independently
even if he or she takes longer than doing it yourself.
2. Play games with your child that provide opportunities
to count out loud, like Hide and Seek; play board games
that require your child to count, like dots on a die; and
use household items, like cans, boxes, and balls, to explore shapes.
3. Read a wide variety of literature with your child to help
develop language and vocabulary.
4. Provide plenty of opportunities and materials for writing and creative expression like crayons, paper, scissors, and markers.

New School Year Welcomes New Faces
The Kennett Consolidated School District hopes you will join us in welcoming
the following teachers to the District.
Rachel Ceci will be teaching family
and consumer science at Kennett High
School. She holds a Bachelor of Science
degree in family studies from Immaculata University and completed her
teaching certification at the Community
College of Philadelphia.

Arts in Teaching degree and certification
from University of Arts.
Kaitlin Giuglianotti will be teaching
French at Kennett High School and
Kennett Middle School. She received
her Bachelor of Science degree in world
languages from Pennsylvania State University.

Amanda Conner will be teaching art
at Greenwood Elementary School. She
holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in art
education from Moravian College.

Scott Green will be teaching special
education at Kennett High School. He
received his Bachelor of Arts degree in
liberal arts from Wilmington University
and completed his certification in special
education at Immaculata University.

Jennifer Daveler will be teaching kindergarten at Greenwood Elementary
School. She holds a Bachelor of Science
degree in elementary education from
West Chester University.

Christopher Gross will be teaching
English and Spanish at Kennett High
School. He received his Bachelor of Arts
degree in comparative literature from
Dickinson College.

Jodi Davidson will be teaching art at
Kennett High School. She received her
Bachelor of Fine Arts from West Chester
University and received her Master of

Amy Liermann will be teaching Spanish
at Greenwood Elementary School and
New Garden Elementary School. She

received her Bachelor of Arts degree in
Spanish and Master of Education degree
in foreign language education from the
University of Pittsburgh.

Lisa Rusek will be teaching fourth grade
at Mary D. Lang Elementary School.
She received her Bachelor of Science
degree in elementary education from
West Chester University.

Leah Mast-Heller will be teaching Spanish part-time at Mary D. Lang Elementary School. She received her Bachelor
of Arts degree in Spanish and English
literature from Dickinson College and
her Master of Education in Spanish from
West Chester University.

Kyle Scheuing will be teaching music
at New Garden Elementary School. He
received his Bachelor of Music degree
in music education and his Bachelor of
Arts degree in Latin from West Chester
University.

Courtney McCaffrey will be teaching
kindergarten at Greenwood Elementary
School. She received her Bachelor of
Science degree in elementary education
from West Chester University.

Amanda Senholzi will be teaching fourth
grade at Mary D. Lang Elementary
School. She received her Bachelor of
Science degree in elementary education
from West Chester University.

Gretchen Peterson will be teaching
kindergarten as a long term substitute
at New Garden Elementary School. She
received her Bachelor of Arts in psychology from St. Olaf College and her Master of Education degree in elementary
education from Wilmington University.

Lisa Shoemaker will be teaching fourth
grade at Mary D. Lang Elementary
School. She received her Bachelor of
Science degree in elementary education
from West Chester University and her
Masters of Arts degree in reading from
the University of Pennsylvania.
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Kennett High School Students Attend
Prestigious Summer Science Programs
ous research techniques allowed me to
high school science classes you learn a lot, in Santa Barbara, California studying
see what it was like to actually be an
astronomy. The program is affiliated
but it’s thrilling to use my knowledge.”
astronomer.”
with the Massachusetts Institute of
Brad wanted Technology and the California Institute
By applying the skills Rohit learned
to do some- of Technology. The Summer Science
from classroom sessions to his results, he
thing unique Program is held for academically gifted
high school students with an interest in was able to write a computer program to
with his
determine the size, shape, and orientamathematics, physics, astronomy, and
summer,
tion of the asteroids’ orbits around the
programming. This year, 34 students
and he
from across the world were accepted into sun. Observations from the Summer
found it in
Science Program were then submitted to
the Jackson the program. Students participated in
Laboratory’s an in-depth research program observing, the Minor Planet Center at the HarvardSmithsonian Center for Astrophysics.
measuring, and calculating results for
Student
the orbit of an asteroid.
Summer
Throughout the six weeks, Rohit also sat
Program.
in on guest lectures by different univer“I enjoy hanging out with intelligent
The prosity professors and
people,” said
gram is
scientists on topics
Rohit. “They
designed
ranging from pararen’t the stereoto help
asitic infections to
typical intelstudents
nanotechnology.
ligent people …
understand
He also participatthe nature of they are open,
ed in field trips to
research sci- fun, and down
places like NASA’s
ence and the to earth.”
Jet Propulsion Lab
For eleven
emphasis of
KHS
senior
Rohit
Ramanathan
attended
the
Summer
and the Griffith
weeks, Brad
the program Every week,
Science Program at Westmont College is Santa Bar- is on methods Rohit attended
Observatory in
Rybinski
Los Angeles.
two lectures on
interned at the bara, California to study astronomy.
of discovery
math, physics,
Jackson Laboratory in Bar Harbor,
and communication of knowledge,
“My favorite field
or astronomy
Maine studying medulloblastoma, a
not the mastery of established facts.
trip was to the
form of brain cancer, under the mentor- This year over 300 top high school and for three hours.
Griffith ObservaAt night,
ship of Dr. Kyuson Yun. Medulloblascollege students applied, and only 31
tory,” said Rohit.
he observed
toma is a common form of brain cancer were accepted. Students came from all
“We received
in children ages three to eight that has a over the world to conduct independent near-Earth
a private tour
65 to 80 percent survival rate. For high- research under the guidance of staff sci- asteroids from
from the director,
risk medulloblastoma, that number is
entists. Each student studied a different a telescope.
and it was really
slightly lower, at 60 percent.
disease like breast cancer or Alzheimer’s. The telescope
refreshing
to see
took pictures
Brad Rybinski works on experiments at the
his
enthusiasm
for
of the asteroids’
“The internship was phenomenal,” said However, the students didn’t spend
Jackson Laboratory in Bar Harbor, Maine.
astronomy.”
approximate
Brad of his experience. “I’ve learned so
every day in the lab. Brad also enjoyed
position, which
much about cancer, and I realized that
weekends filled with activities like hikscience isn’t all in textbooks.”
ing and white water rafting. Brad hopes Rohit then analyzed using astrophotog- Rohit would like to attend college at
Cornell University, MIT, University of
to attend college in Massachusetts and is raphy and modern digital imaging.
Illinois, or Purdue University to study
considering schools like Boston UniDuring the week, from 8:30 a.m. until
astronomy or astrophysics. He hopes to
“I really liked the late night observing
versity, Tufts University, and Harvard
about 7:00 p.m., Brad worked in the
be an aero engineer.
sessions,” said Rohit. “Being able to go
lab doing experiments with a few breaks University.
out to the telescope and take pictures
throughout the day.
For six weeks on the West Coast, Rohit of the asteroids was great. The variRamanathan attended the Summer
“It’s nice to see I can do real science,”
Science Program at Westmont College
Brad commented enthusiastically. “In
Over the summer, two Kennett High
School seniors had once-in-a-lifetime
opportunities
to experience
prestigious
summer
programs.
Brad Rybinski and Rohit
Ramanathan
spent their
summers in
opposite parts
of the country, Maine
and California
respectively,
making their
contributions
to science
by studying
cancer and
astronomy.

Mary D. Lang Students Get Art Smart
This past academic year, students at Mary D.
Lang Elementary School participated in a
new art education program called ArtSmart as a way to gain a better understanding and appreciation for American art.
Developed by art teacher Ms. Janice Finn
and funded by a Picturing America grant
from the National Endowment of Humanities, the program provided students with
the chance to learn more about the history,
politics, and culture of America through art.

each class, Ms. Finn chose one poster to discuss
the facts and history of a painting. Students
then wrote down their thoughts about the
feeling, mood, and artistic elements of the
artwork.
Ms. Finn created an ArtSmart box to encourage students to continue viewing art posted
throughout the hallways of Mary D. Lang
Elementary School during their day and write
down their thoughts about the various works
of art. After students wrote down their observations on a piece of paper, they placed them
in the ArtSmart box. Ms. Finn would then
select entries from the box and distribute prizes
courtesy of the Mary D. Lang Elementary School PTO.

“The Art Smart Program really made
students look at art carefully,” Ms. Finn
explained. “They stopped and thought
about the art they were viewing.”
Pieces of art such as Grant Wood’s “The
Midnight Ride of Paul Revere” and Winslow
Homer’s “The Veteran in a New Field” were
posted throughout the school with a list of facts
next to each that provided more information
about the art. The fact sheet listed information
such as the artist’s name, the date the piece was
completed, the medium the artist used, and an
interpretation of the artist’s point of view. For

ArtSmart boards encourage Mary D. Lang students to view and learn about art throughout their
day. The students place their own, written, thoughts in
the ArtSmart boxes for the chance to win prizes.

“Through this program students are
not just seeing art. They are viewing a reflection of life and history
of that time,” stated Ms. Finn. “My
hope is students will learn that art is
a part of everyday life, and that they
should search for it, look at it, and
embrace it.”
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New Garden Elementary School Fourth
Graders Exchange Cultural Experiences
Very few students have the opportunity to participate in a cultural exchange
program, and those that do usually
have to wait until they are in high
school or college. However, at New
Garden Elementary School, Mrs. Gina
Brodie’s fourth grade class participated
in a unique cultural exchange program
without leaving the country! This
one-of-a-kind experience gave the
students a chance to learn more about
their classmate William Ygfeldt-Smith’s
native country of Sweden and his former Swedish classmates.
In 2007, William and his family
moved to the United States when his
father was offered a job that would
require him to work here for two years.
According to Mrs. Ygfeldt-Smith, the
family had such a wonderful experience in the United States and particularly in the Kennett community that
they decided to stay for another year.
It was about that time that Mrs.
Ygfeldt-Smith came up with a fun
way for fourth graders at New Garden
Elementary School to learn about
the culture and education system in
Sweden. The project involved comparing and contrasting Sweden and the

United States through videotapes. After
receiving approval from New Garden
Elementary School, Mrs. Ygfeldt-Smith
coordinated with William’s former
teacher in Sweden, Mrs. Helen Johansson, who agreed to video tape the daily
happenings inside her classroom at
Toråsskolan. In the films, the students
took time to explain carefully the different aspects of their schools and what
their daily lives were like. They gave
tours of common places in the school
such as their classroom, library, and
playground, and explained how their
class schedule worked.
“I loved the experience of meeting new
people that I probably would never
have met,” said Kaitlyn Devonshire,
fourth grade student at New Garden
Elementary School.
Students in both countries were excited
to learn about a foreign country and
exchange information about their
cultures. At New Garden Elementary
School, Mrs. Brodie created various
projects and assignments around the
program that enhanced the Language
Arts and Technology curriculum.
Students were put in groups and were
asked to choose a topic such as teacher

Mrs. Gina Brodie’s fourth grade class participated in the Cultural Exchange program with
Sweden.

expectations, recess, or the cafeteria to
compare and contrast to Sweden.
“The Cultural Exchange Program
allowed the children to reach out to
another culture physically,” said Mrs.
Brodie. “It was clear through this
program that education is important to
everyone throughout the world.”

integrated the videos into their English
program as a way to help them enhance
their English language fluency.
“I’ve never been to a different country,”
said Meghann LaCosta, fourth grade student at New Garden Elementary School.
“It was cool to see how different Sweden
is and how much it is also the same.”

In Sweden, students at Toråsskolan

Rotary Readers Program Ready for New Academic Year
A select group of second graders at New
Garden Elementary School will once again
have a chance to not only develop their
reading skills but to create a special bond
with a caring adult through the Rotary
Readers program. Started in 2007, Rotary
Readers is a reading program that provides
mentorship and assistance to children
struggling with reading.

Club volunteers.

There are two main goals of Rotary
Readers: to help children who have
difficulty completing outside reading
assignments and to increase the number
of hardback books in a child’s reading
collection. The benefits of the program
include increased fluency in spoken
language, stronger decoding skills,
“In first grade I didn’t really know how
motivation to be a life long reader, and
to read,” said Henry Ortiz, second grade improved test scores.
student at New Garden Elementary
School. “But I learned, and I got better.” “Through the program, the kids develop
a higher interest in reading,” explained
Mrs. Sue Yocum, second grader teacher at Mrs. Yocum. “They don’t see reading as
New Garden Elementary School, began
a task anymore … they begin to experiRotary Readers with Mr. Tim Rayne, a
ence enjoyment when they are reading.”
member of the Longwood Rotary Club,
after discussing the need for second grade Mrs. Yocum is excited for the new
students to have mentors for reading.
school year when 12 to 15 members
Mrs. Yocum originally came up with the of the Longwood Rotary Club will be
concept as a project she was working on
called in for training. The training sesfor a graduate course. Both Mrs. Yocum
sion will prepare new volunteers and
and Mr. Rayne agreed that the project
refresh the minds of current volunteers
would be ideal for the Longwood Rotary on the requirements of the Rotary

Senior Tax Relief

Reader program. Volunteers are trained
on various topics like how to share a picture book with a child, how to reinforce
language, and how to problem solve.
“It’s been terrific watching kids’ reading progress,” said Mr. Rayne, Rotary
Reader volunteer. “Being able to develop
a relationship with a child is extremely
rewarding.”
At the end of September, second grade
teachers will select students that they
believe are in need of extra reading support. The students receive help from
their Rotarian once a week for about 30
minutes. Together they work on outside
reading assignments and practice basic
reading skills. For the first few minutes,
the Rotarian and the student have discussions about what they did that weekend
or how their favorite sports team did.
Mr. Rayne and Henry Ortiz were paired
for the 2009-2010 school year. “I had
a special relationship with Henry,” said

Mr. Rayne. “We shared a love of reading
and soccer. We bonded by telling each
other how our favorite teams did. We
became friends, and I’m going to miss
seeing him.”
The Rotarian will help the student read
a book and afterward work on homework. If the student continues to do
well with reading assignments, he or she
receives a hardback book, bimonthly, for
his or her personal reading collection.
“I read books that were fun,” said Javier
Ortiz. “In first grade I didn’t like reading
and now I do. I did better on tests and
that made me feel good.”
“Rotary Readers is more than reading
… it’s a friendship over time,” said Mrs.
Yocum. “The Rotarians tell the students
how reading impacts them throughout
their lives. They help the kids understand that while reading takes place
within the four walls of classroom, it
also goes beyond these walls.”

Continued from page 1

There are several service opportunities
available including, but not limited to:
tutoring, cafeteria supervision, answering phones, and building maintenance.
Any person who is at least 62 years
of age by December 31 of the year in
which they apply, is a homeowner in the
Kennett Consolidated School District,
and has a net real estate property tax
bill of at least $500 is eligible for the
program.

administrative employee. The maximum
relief is $500 per person and $1,000 per
household and cannot exceed the actual
amount of the participant’s residential
real estate tax liability. Participants
must complete an application form and
obtain the following required clearances:
State Police Check (Act 34), PA Child
Abuse Clearance (Act 151), FBI Background Check (Act 114), and complete
the School Personnel Health Record.

For the 2010-2011 school year, the
program will be available to the first
20 eligible applicants. Participants will
be required to attend a group training
session that will be scheduled in October, and will be supervised by a District

For more information, please visit www.
KCSD.org and click on the Senior
Citizen Tax Relief Program icon under
the Quick Menu or contact the Kennett
Consolidated School District at 610444-6600.

SAVE THE DATE
The Kennett Education Foundation (KEF) is
preparing for our second annual fall run.
The Monster Mash 5K Dash will be held
Sunday, October 31, 2010 at Anson B.
Nixon Park. The event will begin with a
Spooky Sprint for children to walk/run while
enjoying “treats” along the way.
Please save the date and visit our website:
www.kennetteducationfoundation.com for more
information.
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WHERE CAN I FIND KCSD INFORMATION?
On the District Website you can find…
• Updates on the construction of the new school, Bancroft
Elementary
• Strategic Plan
• Summary of the School Board meetings
• Program and Service Descriptions
• KHS Syllabi
• Staff names and email addresses
• KCSD Lunch Menus
• District Calendar
• Daily School Announcements and Daily School Bulletins
• School specific information
• General information and much more

Parents:

This year you w
ill
receive:

~ District calenda
r
~ Student/Paren
t Handbook
~ District New
sletters
~ Progress Repor
ts
~ Report Cards

In the District Calendar you can find…
• Transportation information
• Names and phone numbers for District administrators
• Addresses and phone numbers for the schools
• The District’s mission statement
• The names of the KCSD’s Board of School Directors
• The KCSD’s Attendance policy
• Emergency School closing information
• Student registration requirements
• Important dates of events, programs, and the dates of Board and PTO
meetings

In the District Student/Parent Handbook you can find...
• Information about the national School Lunch Programs
• Nutritional Standards for celebrations
• Student Services information, including counseling services, interpretation services, and much more
• All District-wide policies, including student dress and
grooming, student records access, bullying, and more
• Attendance and academic responsibilities
• Code of Student Conduct
• Technology use policies
• Transportation information and policies
• District calendar
• Addresses and phone numbers for the schools
In the four District newsletters that you receive in the
mail (the Back to School Issue, the Fall, the Winter/
Spring and Summer), you will find…
• Current topics and news
• Special recognitions
• Messages from the Board
• Successful, unique, and special programs

Communications about individual schools and classes, before and after-school
activities, sports, special programming, and even community events are available
from a variety of sources such as principals’ newsletters, teachers’ emails, the KCSD
Briefs in the Kennett Paper, and PTO notices, flyers, and “Bottom of the Bookbag.”
We encourage you to use the many resources available.

KMS Sixth Grader Places 3rd in
State in The Stock Market Game™
Kennett Middle School sixth grader
George Plumley put his newfound
knowledge of investing to good use
and created a winning middle school
portfolio for The Stock Market Game™
in the Philadelphia region. George
placed third in the state and tenth in the
nation out of 638 middle school teams
across the country. George participated
in The Stock Market Game™ for the
first time through After-The-Bell, the
after-school program run by the Kennett
After-School Association and held at the
Kennett Middle School.
“The Stock Market Game™ is a great
learning tool for kids,” said After-TheBell volunteer Mr. Alan Estes. “It demystified investing and allowed students
to see what it entails. Through the game
students learned that they could manage
investments themselves and they don’t
necessarily need an investment advisor.”
Students begin The Stock Market
Game™ with a virtual cash account
of $100,000. The goal is to construct
the best-performing portfolio using a
live trading simulation. In building a
portfolio, students research and evaluate
stocks. Teams traded common stocks
and mutual funds from the NYSE,

“I learned a lot of new information,”
George commented. “It made learning fun and I was really excited that my
portfolio was third in the state.”
George enjoyed participating in The
Stock Market Game™ as one of AfterThe-Bell’s six-week sessions. However,
George and the other students were
fortunate enough to have Mr. Estes sign
them up for the year-long program.
This allowed them to compete against
other schools in the nation. So, when
the students weren’t participating in The
Stock Market Game™ during AfterThe-Bell, they were able to manage their
portfolios in their spare time. This gave
George the opportunity to continue to
follow his top investments General Mills
and Apple.
George Plumley poses for a picture with Mr. Alan Estes, After-The-Bell volunteer, and
Mrs. Karen Gerlach, Kennett Middle School assistant principal.

Nasdaq, and AMEX exchanges, earned
interest on cash balances, paid interest if
buying on margin, and paid a commission on all trades.
Students who participate in The Stock
Market Game™ learn more than investing. The program teaches and reinforces

critical thinking, decision-making,
cooperation, communication, independent research, and saving. By working
together as a team, students practiced
leadership, organization, negotiation,
and cooperation as they competed for
the top spot.

“I bought stock in Apple because
the iPad was coming out and it is a
pretty awesome product,” said George.
Towards the end of the game, George
decided to sell the majority of his stocks
and invest it all in Apple right before
the iPad launched. This proved to be a
profitable move and helped George to
become number one in the Philadelphia
region.

KHS Alumni Association Brings History to Events
The Kennett High School Alumni Association is more than just lists of alumni
– it has become the repository of all
things relating to the history of Kennett
High School. Over the years, the alumni
association has collected hundreds of
items, from class photos and yearbooks
to newspaper clippings and other
memorabilia. The KHS Alumni Association Historical Committee continues to
provide a source of historical information about Kennett High School by
administering a historical database and
artifacts file.

For 2010, the alumni association has
designed tailored archival displays for
seven different class reunions. Displays,
which consist of items from the collection, are available for any school-related
event and are not limited to reunions.
The alumni association will deliver
displays to any nearby location and set
them up at no cost.
Alumni are encouraged to help the
alumni association’s collection continue
to grow by donating anything related to

Kennett High School. Any requests or
questions may be directed to Myrna P.
Fridy, historical committee chairperson,
at 610-869-7919.
The KHS Alumni Association holds
monthly meetings. The next meeting
will be held on Monday, September 13th
in the Kennett High School Library at
7:00 PM. Dr. Rudy Karkosak, former
Kennett Consolidated School District
superintendant, will reflect on his years
as superintendant. All Kennett High

School alumni are welcome to attend.
The KHS Alumni Association is open
to all Kennett High School graduates
and others having attended the school.
Its purpose is to provide a forum for
members to share the rich heritage of
Kennett High School and to build upon
and emphasize that heritage. It also
provides opportunities for all members
to enjoy social interaction and reconnect
with classmates.

