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Message From
Our Board
by Doug Doren, Ph.D.

I have served on the Kennett Consolidated
School District Board of Directors since
2002 and have decided not to stand for
election to a third full term. As I leave the
Board, I have been looking back at changes in the District over the last decade. This
has been a period of rapid evolution, and
our administration and staff have much to
be proud of in the work they have done.
While the Board cannot take credit for the
work done to implement these changes, we
have a role in setting policy and a unique
view of the District, and I want to take
this opportunity to share my observations.
Many of the changes in the District are
easy to see. Enrollment has been growing,
and we have had to expand our facilities
at every level. Kennett Middle School
opened in 2002, just after I joined the
Board. More recently, there has been major
expansion and renovation of Kennett
High School, along with its athletic fields.
To reduce crowding at our elementary
schools, Bancroft Elementary School
opened this fall, and Mary D. Lang School
has become a District-wide kindergarten center. These large-scale projects will
benefit our students for decades to come,
but they represent only a small part of
the changes in the District. Indeed, these
are simply part of the infrastructure that
supports our mission of educating the
students of Kennett.
I have had a particular interest in student
achievement, and this is a central focus
of the Board’s work. As the District has
grown, its demographics have changed,
and our student body has become more
diverse, both in ethnic and socioeconomic terms. Meeting the needs of all
our students is central to our mission,
and we have learned a lot over the last
ten years about how to serve our growing
population. The Board has emphasized
the importance of continually improving instruction at all levels and of finding
measures of student achievement that can
tell us whether we are succeeding. The
administration and teaching staff have
been eager to make innovations in curriculum and instructional methods to
improve student learning. Together, we
have learned to use data to identify the
strengths and weaknesses of our practices
Continued on page 3
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Kennett High School Students
Receive National Honors
Kennett High School is proud to
announce that four Kennett High School
students and one graduate have been
recognized as National Merit Semifinalists in the 57th annual National
Merit Scholarship Program. The National
Merit Semifinalists are seniors Matthew E.
Bruhn, Leslie S. Carandang, Christopher
B. Coughlan, and Emily A. Hanson. Also
achieving semifinalist status is Kennett
High School graduate Melissa K. Cassel
who entered college after her third year
of high school and is now attending the
University of Minnesota.
The Kennett High School semifinalists were among more than 1.5 million
juniors in some 22,000 high schools
who entered the 2012 National Merit
Program by taking the 2010 Preliminary
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) that served
as an initial screen of program entrants.
The nationwide pool of semifinalists
represents less than 1% of high school
seniors and includes the highest scoring
entrants in each state.
These students are eligible to continue
in the program competition for some
8,300 National Merit Scholarship
awards worth more than $34 million to
be offered in the spring. To advance to
the finalist level and to be considered for

a Merit Scholarship award,
semifinalists must fulfill
several additional requirements. These include an
outstanding academic
record, endorsement by
the Principal, and SAT
scores that confirm the
preliminary results.
Additionally, ten seniors
were listed as commended
students by the National
Merit Scholarship Corporation. These students
are Phillip A. Church,
Michael J. DeStefano,
Johanna C. Doren, Marissa A. Ferrighetto, Tyler R.
Haznedar, Emily J. Lessner, Keith T. Libert, Ellen
M. Teasley, Timothy N.
Trachok, and Ryan J. Van
Voorhis. Although these
students do not continue
in the competition for
Merit Scholarships, they placed among
the top 5% of the 1.5 million students
who entered the 2012 Merit Scholarship
competition by taking the 2010 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test.

District Works to
Develop Instructional Goals

As with students, the first day of school
brought excitement for the teachers
and staff of the Kennett Consolidated
School District. Gathered together in
the auditorium of Kennett High School,
teachers and staff were welcomed back
to school by Superintendent Dr. Barry
Tomasetti who presented the District’s
instructional focus for the 2011-2012
academic year. Based on the Instructional Goals*, which were developed and
adopted at the end of the 2010-2011
academic year, this year the instructional
focus will be on providing opportunities
for students to use knowledge to solve
real world problems.
Academically, this method of teaching,
where teachers recognize and utilize the
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three domains of educational activities
(cognitive, affective and psychomotor), is known as Bloom’s Taxonomy.
In the classroom, the application of
Bloom’s Taxonomy is known as rigor
and relevance, and as Dr. Tomasetti
explained, this method of teaching is key
to maximizing student engagement and
is fostered by attaching current teaching
to the knowledge that students already
have.

For example, to teach children about
the planned community of Plymouth
at the elementary school level, a second
grade teacher begins by having children
build their own community (see the
“Wuzzy” article on page 5). The students
can identify with the basic elements
of a community such as a police station, grocery store, schools, and places
of worship. Once their modern community is built, the teacher can begin
teaching about the pilgrim community
of Plymouth. Since the children begin
the lesson with a foundation of knowledge about their own community, the
pilgrim community of Plymouth is not
as foreign to them.

(L-R) National Merit Semifinalists
Leslie Carandang, Christopher
Coughlan, Emily Hanson, and
Matthew Bruhn.

The focus on both the rigor of the work,
as well as the relevance the work has to
the real world, is an approach that has
been proven to increase motivation and
interest among students.
As the educators in each building progress through the 2011-2012 academic
year, they will be better equipped to
assist their students to focus their learning on priority standards, and their
students will be able achieve those standards. Dr. Tomasetti commented that
Bloom’s Taxonomy will also help to align
the District’s curriculum with assessment, thereby preparing students for the
state’s standardized tests.
“Applying learning to life is crucial to
creating a strong understanding of new
concepts,” Dr. Tomasetti stated. “We are
setting the foundation that will continue
the District’s discussion of making an
accomplished school district even more
effective.”
*For more information on the District’s
Instructional Goals please see the June
2011 issue of the newsletter posted on the
District’s website.
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KHS Alumni Spotlight: Kelsey Logan
In this issue of the
Kennett Consolidated School District Alumni Spotlight, we would like
to introduce you
to Kelsey Logan, a
2003 Kennett High
School graduate.
During her time
at Kennett High
School, Kelsey was
involved in a number of activities.
She was a varsity
member of both
the swimming and
volleyball teams and was also involved
in the Interact community service club,
a service group for high school students
sponsored by the Rotary Club.
Kelsey was very involved academically
at Kennett High School as well. When
thinking back on the classes she took,
Kelsey remembers that Mr. Shawn
Duffy’s Western Civilizations class had
an impact on her.
“Mr. Duffy challenged his students to
think differently and to question,” commented Kelsey. “I feel that I learned a lot
about life in his class.”
After graduating from Kennett High
School, Kelsey went on to attend the

Australia offered Kelsey a position in
Pennsylvania
human capital consulting in Brisbane,
State UniAustralia. The resource industries in
versity where
Brisbane have exploded in recent years,
she majored
and the companies are growing more
in Psychology
quickly than they were prepared for.
and minored
Kelsey’s job entails advising companies
in Labor and
in the oil and gas industry how to
Industrial Relagrow with demand in order to meet
tions. At Penn
the needs of their employees. Kelsey
State, Kelsey
became involved has lived in Brisbane for nearly two
months and will continue her position
with the sororfor the next three years.
ity Alpha Chi
Omega as well
as the Penn State “The most difficult part about my position so far has been learning the oil
Dance Maraand gas industry,” Kelsey continued.
thon (THON),
“Coming from consulting to the federal
the world’s largest student-run philangovernment, it was a big change.”
thropy.
Upon graduating from Penn State,
Kelsey attained her master’s degree in
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
from George Mason University. She
then began her career working in human
capital consulting at Booz Allen Hamilton in Washington, DC.
“Human capital consulting is an area that
focuses heavily on aligning people strategies with business strategies,” Kelsey
explained of her career.
After working for several years with
Booz Allen Hamilton, Kelsey was
offered a new opportunity. Deloitte

When Kelsey isn’t working, she likes
to travel, try out new restaurants, and
go to the beach. “It has been a great
experience getting to live in Brisbane
and explore a new part of the world,”
Kelsey commented. “I love living
in Australia, and I would definitely
recommend the experience of living
abroad to everyone … If you have the
opportunity, take it.”
If you know of a Kennett High School
alumnus who would be a good candidate
for a spotlight, please email PR@KCSD.
org.
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Non-Discrimination Policy
The Kennett Consolidated School District will not
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employment practices, based on race, color, national
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ancestry, union membership, or any other legally
protected classification. Announcement of this policy
is in accordance with state and federal laws, including
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
and the American with Disabilities Act of 1990.
Kennett Consolidated School District students and
parents who have an inquiry or complaint of harassment or discrimination, or who need information
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should contact the Superintendent’s Office at 300
East South Street, Kennett Square, PA 19348, telephone (610) 444-6600.
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KEF’s Monster Mash Dash Was a Smash
The calendar may have said October,
but the weather felt much different on
Sunday, October 30. A little snow did
not hold back the fun at the Kennett
Education Foundation’s 3rd Annual
Monster Mash 5K Dash & Spooky
Sprint. The record turnout for the
event proved that supporting education
in the Kennett Consolidated School
District can be fun no matter the temperature.
Groups from across the community
participated in this year’s event, adding
to the spirit of the day. The Kennett
High School Cross Country Team, the
Kennett Middle School Cross Country
Team, the Garage Youth Group, and
New Garden Brownie Troop 414 led
by Cyndi Staudenmayer all ran and
walked their way through the 5k.
Bancroft Elementary School was awarded the School Participation Trophy at
the event. The school had more than
70 students, parents, and teachers brave
the cold weather to run in support of
the Kennett Education Foundation.
Money raised from this event will fund
the Kennett Education Foundation’s
Educator and Student Grant Programs
along with scholarships for graduating
seniors at Kennett High School.
To learn more about the Kennett
Education Foundation or to view the
sponsors from the event, please visit
www.kennetteducationfoundation.org.

Brownie Troop 414 from New Garden Elementary: Julianne Staudenmayer, Emma
deGarbolewski, Faith Poulton, Genevieve Ebaugh, MaryGrace McGuiness, Nina
Gralewski-Goel, Ellie Hopkins, Corrina Kley.

Have You Checked
www.KCSD.org
Today?
Be sure to check www.KCSD.org
regularly for articles on student achievement,
District news, and the most up-to-date calendar.
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Message From Our Board
and to hold ourselves accountable for
student achievement.

When I joined the Board, No Child
Left Behind (NCLB) was a new federal
mandate, and it has played a large role in
discussions of accountability for student
learning. While the mandate has good
intentions, it sets some unrealistic goals
and ignores many important measures of
achievement. In Kennett, we recognized
that standardized test scores as used by
NCLB were not useful for comparing
the rates of learning at different schools
since they had distinct student populations. The Board and the administration
have been developing more sophisticated approaches to using test scores
to identify successes or problems with
our instruction. In many regards the
Board has set higher expectations for
our schools than NCLB while focusing on more meaningful measures of
student achievement. We have asked our
teachers to demonstrate that all of our
students are making substantial progress
in the classrooms, and they tried to find
reliable ways of evaluating our impact on
student learning.
Improving achievement requires changes
in every aspect of the District’s work,
including curriculum, staffing, teaching
methods, supervision, evaluation, and
infrastructure. This effort is currently
coordinated by our superintendent,
Dr. Barry Tomasetti. He is the only
employee hired by the Board, and we are
very fortunate to have recruited him two
years ago to lead the District. His effort
builds on the work of our former Assistant Superintendent, Dr. Victoria Gehrt,
and our former long-time Superintendent, Dr. Rudy Karkosak. Dr. Tomasetti has established new goals for the
District and brings new approaches for
improving teaching and learning. He

Continued from page 1

emphasizes the use of teaching practices
that have been proven by research to be
successful and the thoughtful use of data
to support decision making.
One of Dr. Tomasetti’s initiatives is the
increased use of formative assessments
that gauge student progress frequently
and allow teachers to modify their
instruction based on how students are
learning. This approach can be used in
any course of study. It allows teachers to
target instruction and lets students know
whether they understand the material
before taking a more formal exam. It
also allows teachers to assess whether test
results truly reflect what students have
learned by providing multiple measures
of learning.
Another dramatic change in recent years
has been the revision of our K-8 math
programs. Students now actively solve
problems by constructing their own
approaches rather than passively learning
methods from the teacher. This is the
opposite of “teaching to the test” and yet
it has led to dramatic improvements in
our math scores on standardized tests.
Now the vast majority of our students
successfully take algebra by the 8th
grade.
At Kennett High School the number of
students taking honors and Advanced
Placement courses has increased and
expectations and rigor in those classes
has been increased, as well. Basic-level
courses that once served low-achieving
high school students have been eliminated. Instead, students get additional
support as they need it and are better
prepared for success when they graduate.
We have learned that heterogeneous
classrooms, where the students have
varying backgrounds, are a very effec-

Penelope the Pig Visits
Kennett Middle School

During art class this October, students at Kennett Middle School had the
opportunity to draw a live piglet. The piglet, named Penelope, was lent to the
art room for the day, giving students a chance to experience the excitement and
many challenges associated with painting a live subject.
The project was originally inspired by Jamie Wyeth’s painting entitled Portrait
of a Pig, and after spending the class drawing the animal, students were asked
to reflect in writing on the challenges of the experience.

tive setting for student learning but that
teachers need support to provide the best
instruction in such classes. The District has added curriculum supervisors
and coaches who work with teachers to
develop and use materials that can reach
all students effectively.
The District ended our developmental
(“two-year”) kindergarten several years
ago, as it was not
found to be effective. We wanted to
instead allocate these
resources to target
students identified as
needing additional
support to prepare
for first grade. This
led to our LEAP
program, which
provided full-day
instruction for our
students needing to
achieve the greatest growth. The impact
on these students was extraordinary, as
shown in a number of assessments, and
they were much better prepared for first
grade as a result of the program. This
year, with some new funding from the
state and the construction of our new
kindergarten center, we are now able to
provide all-day kindergarten for all of
our students. We expect to see significantly improved achievement as these
students go on to later grades.

parents can be confident their child is
learning at the expected pace. We have
also improved training for new teachers
by pairing them with experienced teachers who are recognized for their mastery
of instructional skills.
Teachers were eager to have more time
to interact with their peers, to share
ideas, and to learn
from each other. We
have used a number of approaches
to accomplish this,
including an agreement with the teachers’ union to add
time to the teachers’
day for collaboration
and team activities.
This enables better coordination
of instruction and
ensures that successful instructional
approaches are rapidly disseminated to
all of our classrooms.

Looking forward,
we can expect
continued
growth and
improvement
in Kennett’s
programs.

In late 2002, the District began using
strategic planning efforts to engage our
stakeholders. We did this again in 2008
and are planning another round in 2013.
Representatives of the community are
involved in this work, as well as parents,
teachers, and school administrators. This
has been a great opportunity to improve
communication between the Distract
and the community, as well as among
teachers, administration, and the Board.
Several themes emerged during the
strategic planning process that changed
practices in the District.
Above all, parents are concerned about
the quality of education that their children receive. They want to know that
their children are gaining at least a year
of learning for each year in one of our
classrooms. The Board’s focus on student
achievement addresses some aspects of
this concern, but communication to parents is also critical. Parents need to know
that students are getting the same level
of instruction in all of our classrooms.
The District developed a set of curriculum guides that outline what students
should be learning in each grade so that

There have been many other changes in
our academic programs, from improved
use of technology to an updated grading system at the high school and
an expanded Academically Talented
program at the middle school. Looking beyond academics, football returned
to the high school and, together with
the marching band, has led to greater
engagement with athletics. Busing,
once managed by the District, became
a distraction from our core mission and
has been contracted out to a private
company.
Looking forward, we can expect continued growth and improvement in
Kennett’s programs. However, we also
need to plan for some new challenges.
The District’s tax base is decreasing, state
funding has been cut, and the costs of
benefits will continue to rise at a rate
above inflation. The resulting financial
constraints are likely to threaten the
quality of our programs. I know that
our Board and Superintendent will
develop creative responses and make
thoughtful decisions in the face of these
challenges, but there are difficult choices
ahead. The Kennett community is fortunate to have a well-managed District
with a dedicated Board and an exceptional administrative team. Together
with our many outstanding teachers and
support staff, I am certain that they will
continue to build excellent programs
that prepare our students for life after
they leave our schools.

Drop us an email at
PR@KCSD.org. We’d love
to hear about projects
happening in the
Kennett Consolidated
School District, or
great news about
current students and
graduates alike.

Do
Youve
Ha ws?
Ne
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All Around the Schools

Scenes from Homecoming 2011

Homecoming is an exciting time at Kennett High School. The weekend kicked off with a school-wide pep rally on Friday, October 21. On Saturday, students and the
community gathered for the third annual Homecoming Day Parade. To make the day even better, the Blue Demons football team defeated Octorara in a 14-12 victory,
bringing them one step closer to their first ever winning season! At half-time, Kennett High School crowned Oliver Fredericks and Natalie Kogut Homecoming King
and Queen. In case you missed the excitement here is a glimpse of the weekend’s festivities.
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Lights, Camera, Action!
Hollywood Comes to Kennett High School
Mr. Frank Vanderslice, instructor of
Kennett High School’s new film-making
class, recently brought in a team of
media professionals for a day-long workshop to share their expertise in video
and film production with students.
“The students were so excited about film
production,” commented Mr. Vanderslice. “It was great to see.”
The workshop was made possible by
a grant from the Kennett Education
Foundation. The grant was awarded as
a follow-up to the $10,000 grant that
Mr. Vanderslice was awarded last year to
bring the Independent Student Media
(ISM) web-based film course to Kennett
High School.
During the workshop, students learned
to work through the basic areas of production: pre-production, production,
post-production and distribution. The
goal of the day was for each student to
create a short video. The students each
developed a script and then recorded the
piece in the theme of “superhero reveals
identity to a friend.”
Working with professionals from
Serviam Media, students got started on
their projects.
“I want to be a writer, and the workshop gave me insight into what goes on

behind the scenes and what I
need to do in order to be successful,” commented 12th grade
student Giselle Taraboletti.

Mr. Frank Vanderslice
and his students
observe a workshop
demonstration of
lighting and focus.

Ms. Sharon Baker, the president of Teleduction, along with
producers Ms. Elizabeth Lockman and Mr. Wendell Raulston,
led the day-long seminar on
real-world production practices.
Ms. Lockman is the daughter of
Kennett High School graduate
Norman Lockman, and Mr.
Raulston is a former student
of Mr. Vanderslice and shoots
video for the television show
“Forensic Files.”

Elizabeth Lockman encourages
Alex Martinez as he
develops his storyboard.

The team discussed its work in
film production with students
in a question and answer presentation.
They also facilitated example projects to
aid students in understanding the process of relating with clients, developing
an idea, scripting, shooting and editing
it into a final piece. Students who participated in the workshop gained insight,
skills, experience, and qualifications to
work in the media industry.
“All of the students participated and
wanted to be part of every activity the
media group provided,” Mr. Vanderslice
said. “I am looking forward to seeing
some great videos from the class.”

Kuzzies Invade Greenwood Elementary School
A group of strange multi-colored creatures have taken up residence in Mr.
Jonathon Kilpatrick’s second-grade class
this fall. These creatures, which Mr. Kilpatrick calls Kuzzies, are the stars of his
class’ social studies unit on community.
Students have been working on a variety
of projects with the Kuzzies, all of which
focus on the what is a community and
the importance of community.
“I’ve designed this project to really focus
on the importance of the problem solving that is needed to make the community work,” commented Mr. Kilpatrick.

and then to discuss that argument with
others,” Mr. Kilpatrick continued. “For
many, this was their first experience
having to see and respect someone else’s
opinion. The discussions they had were
incredible.”
After deciding the important components of the community, students
worked together in groups to build different community buildings from materials they brought from home. Students
spent time re-engineering cereal boxes
and paper towel tubes into apolice station, a fire station, an airport, a pet store
complete with cages for the animals, and
much more.

The project focuses on planning a community for the Kuzzies to live in. To
begin, Mr. Kilpatrick first had the class
“What is great about this activity is that
come up with a list of buildings that
every single student is so engaged,” comthey believed a community needed to
mented Mr. Kilpatrick. “It is so much
operate. After narrowing the list down
fun to see them using their imaginations
to 13 buildings that the class felt every
and putting so much effort into the
community needed, Mr. Kilpatrick told
project.”
the class they only had room for eight
buildings. The students worked in pairs
Once the students have the buildings
to write community reports arguing
assembled, they will place them together
their point of view on which five buildin a community. Mr. Kilpatrick will
ings needed to be cut. Each group then
then give his class problems that a compresented its point of view to the class
munity would face, and students will
regarding which buildings were not
need to solve these problems by placing
needed, and the class worked together to roads and buildings in a way that makes
choose which buildings were the most
sense.
vital to the community.
“The students have already figured out
“Deciding which buildings we needed
important aspects of community planwas my favorite part because it was really ning, such as how the fire department
tough to choose,” commented Jesse
and ambulance station should be in the
Comanda, a second-grade student in Mr. middle of the town so they are close to
Kilpatrick’s class.
everyone,” Mr. Kilpatrick continued.
“They are also beginning to form laws
“This was a great opportunity for the
without even realizing it.”
class to learn how to form an argument

Jesse Comanda and Jackson Roberts work together to build a church to include in their
Kuzzy Community.

Besides building their own town, Mr.
“Learning about Plymouth after creating
Kilpatrick’s class has become Kuzzy
the Kuzzy community allows students to
pen pals with Ms. Jessica Fedena’s class
draw strong connections between what
at Bancroft Elementary School. Ms.
we did in class and what the settlers did
Fedena was once Mr. Kilpatrick’s student at Plymouth,” Mr. Kilpatrick comteacher and played an important role
mented.
in helping him originally develop the
unit. Ms. Fedena’s class is now working
Creating the Kuzzy community has
on a similar project. The two classes are
helped Mr. Kilpatrick’s second grade stuplanning a video conference where the
dents learn the importance of decision
students will show each other the commaking and all that goes into having a
munities they have created.
community.
After this unit is finished, Mr. Kilpatrick’s class will move on to learning
about Plymouth and what some of the
first settlers needed to do in order to
plan their community.

“This project has been very successful,”
commented Mr. Kilpatrick. “The students absolutely love it.”
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Bancroft Elementary School
Makes the Most of Learning Labs
Visitors to Bancroft Elementary School
will find the layout of the classrooms
to be different than any of the other
schools in the Kennett Consolidated
School District. Each grade level is laid
out in a pod system (see map below)
complete with a learning lab designed
to be an extension of the classroom,
providing teachers with additional educational space and a variety of instructional options.

age collaboration between teachers and
students.

“I find the space
especially useful for students
who learn at
“The learning lab areas really foster
different paces,”
collaborative learning and encourages
commented
interactive teaching practices,” commented Mrs. Leah McComsey, principal fifth grade
teacher Miss
of Bancroft Elementary School. “It has
Kristin Carroll.
been great to watch the innovative ways
“We can send a
in which teachers utilize the space.”
group of stuThe learning lab space is filled with large dents who are
working on a
In addition to classrooms and a centables to encourage collaborative learnmore advanced
trally located instructional area that can
ing. These tables are designed to break
project or
accommodate all of the students at one
apart and re-configure to accommodate
students who
time, each “pod” also has its own boys
groups of all different sizes.
need extra help
and girls bathroom so that students
out to the large
never need to leave their grade level area “In fifth grade there is almost never a
group space to
time when there are
collaborate.”
not students working
in the learning labs,”
In addition to
commented fifth
group work for
grade teacher Mrs.
individual classKelly Figueroa. “My
An Exelon volunteer works one-on-one with a student in the learning
students use the space es, the learning
lab area of a grade-level “pod.”
labs also work
almost every day.”
very well for
rest of the school year. Fifth grade teachgrade-wide activities and presentations.
Teachers have found
ers are planning a wax museum and
many creative ways to For example, Back-to-School Night and
harvest day celebration were held in each poetry tea that will take place in their
use the learning labs
learning lab this spring.
grade’s learning lab, and when DARE
to their fullest each
day, developing lesson classes begin they will also be held in the
The collaborative learning space prospace.
plans and projects
vided by the new pod system at Bancroft
that take place in a
Elementary School has been a wonderful
larger area. The space “If a parent or volunteer has a presentaway for teachers and students to find
tion to share with the entire grade, we
is frequently used
innovative ways to teach and learn. In
now have a built-in space that accomfor activities such as
the future, each learning lab will be
modates
everyone,”
Mrs.
Figueroa
group
presentations
The learning lab area provides plenty of room for projects.
fitted with an interactive white board
continued.
and reader’s theatre,
to further the versatility of the space.
where students act out
Everyone is very excited to continue
Teachers at Bancroft Elementary School
a play or book they are reading. Addiwithout supervision. The decision to
using the learning labs in a variety of
are excited about the possibilities that
tionally, the space is used in every grade
deviate from the traditional grade-level
ways to help foster collaboration and
wings is being seen more in new elemen- for one-on-one tutoring and mentoring. come with the use of the learning labs
learning.
and are already planning events for the
tary schools where the goal is to encour-

Kennett Middle School Shows
Spirit for Juvenile Diabetes Research
Each year, Kennett Middle School hosts
a fundraiser for the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation (JDRF). This
year’s fundraiser was the largest to date,
bringing in more than $6,000 to help
advance juvenile diabetes research. The
fundraiser is part of the physical education curriculum, and Mrs. Tara Matthews, a Kennett Middle School health
and physical education teacher, helped
organize this year’s event.
“This is a great event that both raises
money for a good cause and raises
awareness of a disease that affects
students in every school in our district,”
commented Mrs. Matthews. “It also fits
well into the health curriculum.”
Fundraising efforts kicked off in the
beginning of the academic year as a
spirit competition between each grade
level. Each grade level was assigned
a color, and fundraising totals were
shown in colored thermometers on the
wall of the school.
In addition to fundraising packets sent
home, students were also given the
opportunity each lunch period for several weeks to buy JDRF bracelets. The
table selling bracelets was staffed by Mrs.

Wendy Myers, a mother of two Kennett
High School students, one of whom has
juvenile diabetes. While at the table Mrs.
Myers had on hand many of the supplies
that children with diabetes need – insulin pumps, syringes (replicas only), etc.
- and answered questions from students
about juvenile diabetes.
“The students asked so many wonderful, thoughtful questions,” commented
Mrs. Myers. “This is a wonderful group
of kids ... They really care about this
project.”
The questions students asked were
largely based on information they had
learned in their health classes, such as
is diabetes genetic and how much does
it cost to treat. During health class
students learned about the symptoms of
the disease, how it is treated, and facts
about juvenile diabetes from a representative of the Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation.

Led by physical education teacher, Mrs. Tara Matthews, seventh graders danced their way
around the soccer field in support of the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation.

Middle School in support of the JDRF,
while decked out in their grade’s spirit
day color. A local D.J. donated his time
to play music and keep the students jamming throughout the day.

The fundraising and educational events
all culminated in a JDRF walk held on
Friday, October 14. On this day, each
grade participated in the walk during
gym period. Students walked and danced “It is awesome to see everyone coming
around the soccer fields outside Kennett
together and having fun for something

that isn’t normally fun for me,” commented Carli Heimann, a Kennett
Middle School student who has had
juvenile diabetes for nine years. “It lets
me know that my classmates support me,
and it lets them know if they ever face a
challenge like juvenile diabetes, they will
have their classmates behind them.”
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New Garden Elementary School Mixes Things Up
On October 18, students at New Garden Elementary School were encouraged to mix-up
their seating arrangement in the lunch room as part of National Mix It Up at Lunch
Day. This program, started ten years ago by Teaching Tolerance, encourages students to
identify, question and cross social boundaries in an effort to create a welcoming school
environment with less conflict and fewer instances of bullying and harassment.
“We wanted to participate this year in an effort to continue making our students feel
comfortable, to foster new relationships and make students aware of tolerance and the
acceptance of differences,” commented New Garden Elementary School principal Ms.
Susan McArdle.
Thousands of schools across the country have joined together to participate in Mix It
Up at Lunch Day since it began in 2002. This year at New Garden Elementary School,
students from every grade level were given the opportunity to form new friendships in
the lunchroom by sitting with someone new. Each grade level used a different method
to pair students up. For example, first graders were paired with basic vocabulary words
that they selected and second grade students were given a number and had to sit either
on the odd number side of the table or the even side of the table.
Mix-It-Up also provided a great opportunity for teachers to extend the mix ups into the
classroom. Fourth grades classes heard a morning message from a different teacher, and
during literacy block, each class got mixed up with another. Students were each paired
with someone from another class and had to complete an activity to compare and contrast their activities and interests. Many of the groups were surprised to find how much
they had in common!
“Overall, Mix-It-Up Day was a great experience,” commented fourth grade teacher Mrs.
Knight. “The teachers were thrilled to be part of this activity. It was one more way that
we are encouraging everyone to celebrate differences, forge new relationships, and be a
part of a welcoming and enriching school community.”

New Garden Elementary School’s Mix It Day gave students a chance to get to
know new friends in other classes, and everyone had a great time!

The Mary D. Lang Kindergarten Center:
more than ABCs and 123s
As you walk through the halls of the
Mary D. Lang Kindergarten Center,
you hear children singing the days and
months of the year and practicing their
letters and numbers. But take a moment
to look around, and you will see much
more than that.
Kindergarten as you may have known it
even just ten years ago looks vastly different from kindergarten today. With an
entire school devoted to full-day kindergarten, the Mary D. Lang Kindergarten
Center provides a unique environment
in which the Kennett Consolidated
School District’s youngest students can
learn, grown and develop a strong foundation upon which their future education will be based.
“Today’s kindergarten, while continuing
to focus on each child’s social and emotional development, now includes more
academics such as literacy, math and
science,” commented Miss Carla Horn,
principal of the Mary D. Lang Kindergarten Center. “With a full-day program
we are afforded the time to introduce
children to these subjects.”

more years of pre-school behind them.
This means that many students are entering kindergarten with knowledge that
was traditionally taught in kindergarten
and are ready to move to the next level
of instruction.
“A full-day kindergarten program allows
us to dig much deeper, and it also allows
us to meet each individual students’
learning needs,” commented kindergarten teacher Mrs. Jeri Ramagnano. “We
introduce a lot of information to the
children, but all in a developmentally
appropriate way.”
Mrs. Ramagnano has especially enjoyed
science class with her students. “They
absolutely love science,” Mrs. Ramagnano continued. “And I love to see how
it makes students more aware of our
world.”
Her class is currently learning about
materials and how they can be manipulated to create something new. For
example, students were given a ball of
clay and had to mold it into a chair. Her
students even had the opportunity to go
on an outside educational activity, where
they hunted for different materials available outdoors.

munity from the very
start,” Mrs. Ramagnano
continued. The new
kindergarten center prepares students to begin
thinking and problem
solving in preparation
for their future in the
Kennett Consolidated
School District.

At the kindergarten center, students
have the opportunity to experience every
subject that they will learn in elementary school in a nurturing and age-appro- “I like science class the best because we
priate way. Building this foundation
get to bring in rocks and explore stuff,”
“We are growing a strong
in each subject helps to ease children’s
commented student Andrew Decker.
Kennett foundation
transition into first grade.
Ian Sabia, another kindergarten student, at the Mary D. Lang
Having full-day kindergarten also allows said that his favorite class is math. “I like Kindergarten Center,”
commented Miss Horn,
teachers the opportunity to dig deeper
that we get to build things,” he said.
“And preparing kindergarinto a curriculum with their students
ten students to succeed in their educathan ever before. Part of the reason for
“Having all of our kindergarteners
tion.”
the change in the kindergarten program together under one roof allows the
is that more students than ever before
youngest students to feel that we are
are entering kindergarten with one or
one District and one Kennett com-
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Bancroft Elementary School Dedication

Bringing the new Bancroft Elementary School from a concept to its completion
this August was a long process involving the tireless efforts of administrators, staff,
and community members from across the Kennett Consolidated School District.
After opening its doors to students on September 6, Bancroft Elementary School
held its official dedication ceremony and open house on Saturday, October 29. The
event gave parents and community members an opportunity to see the new building, and it provided administrators a chance to recognize everyone who worked
hard to ensure the school opened on time and on budget.
Mrs. Leah McComsey, the principal of Bancroft Elementary School, began the
ceremony. “I am looking forward to capturing all of the memories that come with
opening a new school,” Mrs. McComsey commented.
The presentation was then turned over to Mr. Robert Perzel, Director of Construction and Facilities, who discussed the process of planning and building Bancroft
Elementary, which started more than seven years ago with the Elementary Expansion Task Force. After a decision was made to build a new elementary school the
search began for an appropriate site. Eventually, land was purchased from Ms.
Mary Sproat. The land has been in Ms. Sproat’s family since 1923 and through
her research she learned it was once the site of many greenhouses that used to grew
flowers.
“My dream is that the property will now grow children who will flourish and who
will go out and make their mark on the world,” Ms. Sproat commented in a speech
given at the dedication ceremony.
During his speech, Mr. Perzel identified the individuals who had key roles during the process that brought Bancroft Elementary School to fruition. Among the
individuals recognized were Rick Rohrer of Turner Construction, Jeff Angstadt of
Foreman Project and Construction Management, Steve Silvestri, Barbara Forrester,
David Brice, Rob Moran, Stephanie Ufier, Steve Mancini, Terry Gallimore, Ken
Johnson, and Mark Tracy.
“Building this school is evidence of what can happen when the community comes
together for the betterment of children,” commented Mrs. Heather Shaen, president of the Kennett Consolidated School District Board of School Directors, in her
address to the audience.

After the formal dedication ceremony, community members were able to stroll
through the building to see everything that Bancroft Elementary School has to
offer the children of the Kennett Consolidated School District. Fifth grade students
served as tour guides and provided visitors with their impression of their new academic home.
Lilian Alba, Kaitlyn Crawford, and Lulu Wilkie all agreed that Bancroft Elementary
School’s best feature is the library with its sofa and pit area for group reading. The
girls also liked “being able to make new friends from the other schools” and “picking
the school’s color and mascot.” (Editor’s note: Bancroft Elementary School’s color is
blue and its mascot is the bear)
Parents who came out to tour Bancroft Elementary School are thrilled with the
final product, but Mr. Matt Bell, whose fifth grade twins attend Bancroft was quick
to comment, “at the end of the day it is the teachers who make a school district, it
doesn’t matter which building our children are in.”

Parent/
Student
Resource
Corner
Welcome to the Kennett Consolidated School District’s Parent/Student Resource
Corner! In each issue of the newsletter, parents and guardians will find educational web sites that will help keep their student academically engaged and challenged outside of the classroom.
ReadWriteThink: www.readwritethink.org
Engaging resources, games, and activities for students in all grade levels. Every
lesson plan on ReadWriteThink has been aligned not only to the International
Reading Association/National Council of Teachers of English Standards for the
English Language Arts, but to individual state standards as well.
Colorín Colorado: www.colorincolorado.org
A bilingual literacy site that provides information, activities and advice for
families and educators of English Language Learners. Colorín Colorado is an
educational initiative of WETA, the flagship public television and radio station
in Washington, D.C.

Dr. Tomasetti presented
the ceremonial key to
the school to students
of Bancroft Elementary.

Reading Rockets: www.readingrockets.org
Information and resources for parents on how young kids learn to read, why
so many struggle, and how caring adults can help. Reading Rockets is an educational initiative of WETA, the flagship public television and radio station in
Washington, D.C.
Study Island: www.studyisland.com
Reading and math activities for students in grades third through eighth specifically designed to help students master the content specified in the Pennsylvania
Assessment Anchors and assessed on the PSSA. Username and password assigned
by classroom teacher.
First In Math: www.firstinmath.com
Math activities for students in grades kindergarten through eighth that solidify
basic math skills. After completing certain skill set requirements, students can
play bonus games that serve as incentives and encourage students to continue to
achieve. Username and password assigned by student’s math teacher.

Families were able to tour
the new Bancroft Elementary
School following the
dedication ceremony.

Brightstorm: www.brightstorm.com
Free tutorial videos provided by teachers to help students with their math and
science homework and prepare them for SAT, ACT, PSAT and AP exams.
Teachers explain math and science concepts and work through sample problems
covering topics such as Algebra, Geometry, Algebra 2, Trigonometry, Precalculus,
Calculus, Biology, Chemistry and Physics. No username or password needed.

