Summer 2013

Class of 2013 Forecasts a Bright Future
Despite a rain delay, Kennett High
School’s Class of 2013 is looking
toward a bright future. During the
122nd commencement ceremony,
316 graduates walked down the
school’s front steps to receive their
diplomas on Saturday, June 8.

ing down a dark path.” She urged
fellow graduates to remember
lessons they learned at Kennett
High School that fostered learning in each of them. They learned
to work with other students,
communicate with teachers and
administrators, respect others,
and think creatively. “This world
needs fresh ideas and thoughts,
which is common in all Kennett
students. The world is ready for
us, the Class of 2013, to be the
next great generation of leaders
that illuminates the way for others.”

Several students addressed the graduates, including Carl Lowe, Jr., class
president. He said the twists and
turns of their journey have led them
to “the road we head down today,
the future, and it is a bright one.”
He urged classmates to embrace their
“new independence and commitment and apply lessons they learned
at Kennett High School” as they step
out into the world.
Commencement speaker Alexandra
Brooks said, “The Class of 2013
started from the bottom and now we
are at the top!” She noted national
low and high points that occurred
while they were at Kennett High
School. Wars and economic downturn were compared to the election
of the first African-American president
and start of the economic recovery.
Afterwards, she remembered teachers
and mentors who prepared them for the
“real world,” and she urged classmates to
make them proud as they “seek a bright
future.”
“We are recipients of our immigrant forbearers’ burning desire and toil for a bet-

Dr. Barry Tomasetti, superintendent, talked with graduates about
world events that occurred while
they were at Kennett High School.
He asked if they are ready to adapt
to an ever-changing world.

ter future,” said Connor Roth. He told
classmates how his great-grandmother,
Catherine, one of 13 children, came to
America from Ireland to be a domestic
helper. He said, “Stay positive, work
hard, and learn from different people,
places, and events.” To pass the torch,
Connor encouraged classmates to continue their acts of community service,
generosity, and kindness.

Krista Lafferty told her classmates that
true goodness is not measured by a GPA
or a bank balance. It is measured by
impact on others and contributions to
the world. “I charge you, share your
light in every dark place. Make good on
the potential you have to matter.” A life
of goodness will shine brightly.
Nupur Parikh said, “A leader guides,
inspires, and holds the light while walk-

In his parting words to graduates,
Dr. Michael Barber, principal,
told the Class of 2013 to strive
for greatness. “You made Kennett
High School a better place. Now, go
and do the same for the world.”
This year, Kennett High School seniors
were offered approximately $9.6 million
in scholarships, grants, and awards. For
an in-depth look at the graduates, see
pages 4-6.

Advanced Placement Courses
Develop Students and Deliver Benefits

How do Advanced Placement (AP)
courses benefit thee, O Kennett High
School juniors, seniors, and parents? Let
us count the ways.

The 16 Advanced Placement courses
offered to upper classmen are “equivalent
to the caliber, content, and expectations
of first-year college courses,” said Mrs.
Jeanne Hutton, Kennett High School
guidance counselor and Advanced
Placement coordinator. The College
Board administers the Advanced Placement program internationally with strict
teaching and year-end examination
guidelines. Every student who takes an
Advanced Placement course must take
the exam. In May, Kennett students
took 430 Advanced Placement exams
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with some students taking tests in several
subjects.
Some of Kennett High School’s nonAdvanced Placement courses align
with Advanced Placement content, and
students are encouraged to sit for the
corresponding exams. Mr. Nick Peters,
Social Studies teacher, says these offerings allow students to “test the waters”
without facing pressure of knowing an
Advanced Placement course appears on
their transcripts. If students score well,
they are eligible for college credit.
But students also benefit from Advanced
Placement courses while they are at
Kennett High School. They learn skills
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Sarah Mraz, Auburn Lattanzio, and Lauren Tandarich agree AP English Literature
helped them think critically about literature and write well-organized essays.

that will help them now, in college, and
in their careers.
Benefit 1: Developing critical thinking
skills
Students do more than listen in Mrs.
Carol Aiken’s literature classes. They
participate. They disagree. She teaches
Advanced Placement English Literature,

as well as an Honors American Literature class that prepares students for the
Advanced Placement English Language
examination. She said her students are
“engaged in the material as much as I
am; our discussions are phenomenal.”
She added, “As they learn to think critically, they learn to write better.”
Continued on page 8
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Alumni Spotlight: Mary Ellen Callahan
Ms. Mary Ellen Callahan, former
Homeland Security Chief Privacy Officer and Chief Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA) Officer, is a serious multitasker. The 1986 Kennett High School
graduate testifies before federal committees, writes, and provides legal counsel
on privacy, technology, and national
security issues. She learned to juggle
responsibilities at Kennett High School
when she was an honor student involved
in sports and clubs.
“I loved Kennett. It was the best part
of my life,” said the partner of Jenner
& Block, a Washington, D.C. law firm.
She earned a Bachelor of Philosophy
from the University of Pittsburgh, where
she is now a trustee, and a Juris Doctorate from the University of Chicago Law
School.
Ms. Callahan was appointed to the
Department of Homeland Security position through her connection with the
President of the United States. Prior to
becoming President, Barack Obama had
been her professor at the University of
Chicago for a seminar on racism and the
law. “It was just me and about 20 other
students.” When he began his presidential campaign, she signed early on
to help. After Mr. Obama was elected,
the only job she wanted was working
for Homeland Security as the Chief
Privacy Officer. She got it. Ms. Callahan reported directly to Secretary Janet
Napolitano from 2009-2012.
Part of her job in this “era of big data”
was reviewing proposed Homeland
Security databases. “I considered what
information would be collected and
why and how it would be used.” She
balanced protecting peoples’ private
information with national security,
whether for border crossings, TSA body
scans at airports, or possible connections
to terrorism.
She explained how the media’s Freedom
of Information Act (FOIA) requests

for information would be handled for
the Boston Marathon bombing suspects. “Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, the younger
brother is alive and is a U.S. citizen.
Therefore, his information is private.
But his older brother, Tamerlan Tsarnaev, was not a citizen and is deceased,
so his information is not protected.”
Ms. Callahan strove for transparency in
overseeing 250,000 FOIA requests each
year.

In April, she testified before a congressional committee on balancing privacy
and civil liberties with cyber security to
protect America’s 18 critical infrastructures, including information technology,
water, food, electricity, banking, defense,
transportation, nuclear reactors, and
healthcare.
The Washingtonian Magazine named
Ms. Callahan a “Tech Titan” in a list
of 100 people who are “influencing the
next generation of technologies and
changing how we interact with the world
around us.”
Ms. Callahan also provides free legal
services. She is fighting human rights
violations by suing the Zimbabwe African National Union – Patriotic Front on
behalf of the plaintiffs. She also helps
non-profit groups with privacy policies
and communication strategies.
Although Ms. Callahan is “energized
when she has a full plate,” she relaxes
with her husband, Anthony Lynn, at a
house they bought with her brother on
the Eastern Shore of Maryland.
When asked if someone in the Kennett
Consolidated School District influenced
her, she rattled off names. But three
high school teachers stood out. Mrs.
Evelyn Moyer was a “tough, but very
good French teacher.” She taught Ms.
Callahan about French culture as well as
the language. “Through her, I gained an
understanding of life outside the U.S.
and started to think globally.” Mr. Bob

Roselle, her biology teacher and class
advisor “was a sage and savvy man.”
His wife, Debbie Roselle, made a lasting
impact that benefits many today. “She
was my English teacher who bled red
ink all over my writing!” Today, Ms.
Callahan has one or two high-level
papers or articles published a month.
She reminiscences about Kennett High
School, saying “It was a very special
place, small enough to know everyone
but large enough to have some privacy.
You could be involved in a lot of activities.” And she was.
Ms. Callahan played softball four years.
“I pitched 51 games in a row by playing
every season.” She also played volleyball
for three years. She continues to play
both sports.
Other activities included basketball,
cross-country, band, chorus, and the
senior play. She was the historian
for her class, which voted her “Most
Likely to Succeed.” A line beside her
senior yearbook photo states her future
included “politics.”
If you know of a Kennett High School
alumnus who would be a good candidate for
a spotlight, please email PR@KCSD.org.

Messy and Irresistible Science
Lessons Engage Kindergarteners
In the name of science, Mary D. Lang
Kindergarten students stuck their hands
in atomic slime, learned with magnetic
wands, made catapults, and created
matter monsters during a scientific
in-house field trip. These youngsters
were introduced early to concepts that
align with the Kennett Consolidated
School District’s STEM initiative to
prepare students for 21st Century jobs
in science, technology, engineering, and
math.
Mrs. Jill Shinn of Science Explorers created a physical science program to reinforce concepts students learned in class.
During an assembly she explained safety
precautions including use of lab coats,
goggles, and gloves, talked about using
senses (except taste) to make observations, and called on student volunteers
to create chemical reactions.
Students received “Science Names” for
the day, such as DNA Daniel and Laser
Logan. The presenter’s name was Mrs.
Shinn-ergy.
Afterwards, students did hands-on
experiments at four stations:

•

Atomic slime:
Cross-linked
polymer chains in
PVA (a glue solution) to create an
eerie green glowing slime (pictured at right).

•

Magnetic madness: Explored
magnetic fields,
learned how magnets attract and
repel, made paper
clips float, and
used the force of
magnetism to make objects “jump”
from a container.

•

•

Matter monsters: Explored states
of matter by combining two liquids
that changed into solid foaming
“monsters” that students decorated.
A little leverage: Constructed
catapults and launched pompoms
across the room to show how simple
machines make work easier.

Students told their teachers the science
presentation was “awesome” and a mom
who helped during the in-house field
trip told Mrs. Shinn she had “so much
fun” learning with the students.
At the end of the day, students carried home their experiments in a bag.
And we are sure they will think about
cross-linked polymer chains when they
pull out their atomic slime to wow their
siblings and friends.
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High School Student Creates After-School Swim Program
Kennett High School junior Austin
McDonough Fisher, a certified lifeguard, saw older children at his pool
who could not swim. With a lot of
initiative, he gave free swimming lessons to nine Kennett Middle School
students this spring through AfterThe-Bell, an after-school program that
Austin enjoyed as a sixth grader.
“I remember After-The-Bell was fun,
and I thought I could volunteer my
time to teach basic water skills for
those unable to swim.” Eight students
plunged into the program offered one
day a week at the Kids First Swim
School in Hockessin, Delaware, where
Austin is an instructor.
He is meeting a very real need. The
U.S.A. Swimming Foundation reports:
•

70 percent of African-American
children cannot swim

•

60 percent of Hispanic children
cannot swim

•

40 percent of Caucasian children
cannot swim

•

Ten people drown in the U.S. each
day

•

Drowning is the second leading
cause of accidental deaths of children younger than 14.

The foundation also reports that, “Participation in formal swimming lessons

could reduce the likelihood of childhood
drowning by 88 percent.”
Austin pitched his idea to Ms. Kiersten
Jones, his boss and office manager at
Kids First Swim School. She liked the
idea. “We are trying to make swim lessons affordable and accessible to all kids,
and we thought connecting with AfterThe-Bell would help us reach kids who
might otherwise not have an opportunity to become safe and proficient in the
water before the summer season begins.
Ms. Jones said many parents in America put their children in swim classes
between the ages of 3 and 6 years old.
By the time children reach middle
school, they are expected to know how
to swim. Those who cannot are vulnerable in and around water.
The After-The-Bell students felt safe –
physically and emotionally – as they
learned from Austin. Pedro said, “He
was a really good life guard. When we
didn’t know how to swim, he showed
us how to float and not sink.” In fact,
Cristian said, “He helped me perfect my
front float. He was a good teacher, and
he never gave up on anyone.” Pedro
agreed, “He believed in us and encouraged us to keep trying.” To sum it up,
Silvia said, “I really liked learning to
swim!”
Austin is seeking grants to pay for
another swim instructor and transportation costs to bring more students to
Swim School. Such motivation and
enthusiasm is what Ms. Jones looks for

Austin McDonough Fisher, Kennett High School junior, organized After-The-Bell’s first swimming program and helped Mario and others learn to float.

when hiring employees like Austin “who
care about the kids they teach and the
community.”
Mrs. Kathy Hrenko, executive director
of After-The-Bell, said every year more
than 200 volunteers like Austin “devote
their time after school to support the
youth of our community.”

This summer, nine After-The-Bell
students will be 88 percent safer when
they swim at the YMCA pool and Camp
Freedom, thanks to Austin seeing a
problem and providing a solution.

Austin said, “After-The-Bell was fun for
me, and I wanted to give back by teaching kids to swim.”

Teaching Children Self-Control
Self-control is an important skill for
all children to learn. It is even more
important with summer upon us and
more unstructured time. Self-control
refers to having power or control over
one’s own actions. It also means that
an individual knows right from wrong.
Children who do not make choices for
their own behavior but instead rely on
other children, parents, teachers, or
adults to make choices for them, do not
learn self-control. If students are taught
self-control, then they will feel better
about the choices that they do make.
It is important to select age-appropriate
goals for children who are learning selfcontrol. Try simple goals first, where
success is expected one goal at a time.
For young children, appropriate goals
might include not interrupting or not
fighting with siblings. For early elementary school children, appropriate goals
might include complying with bedtime
rules or showing anger appropriately
(instead of hitting or screaming).
Some general strategies that often help
children learn appropriate self-control
behaviors include:
•

Take a break: Encourage children to
“take a break” or a “time out” from
a situation where they are feeling
angry or upset.

WHAT’S
ON YOUR
MIND?
Loren Pearson, KCSD Psychologist and Kate Rentschler, KCSD Social Worker
•

Use appropriate rewards: Children
need consistent, positive feedback
to learn appropriate behavior. Praise
and attention are highly rewarding
for young children, as is special time
with a parent. Be sure your child
knows what behavior is desired!

•

Teach self-regulation: Parents can
help teach even young children (ages
5–8 years) improve self-control.

In order for children to gain control of
their behavior when they are experiencing strong feelings, they must know how
to identify their feelings. It is never too
early to talk to children about feelings
or to help them see the link between
feelings and behavior. (“When you
________. I feel ________”). Linking

these together demonstrates how our
feelings can affect the choices we make,
and it can also improve children’s selfcontrol. There are many books written
for children that will help them learn
and manage their feelings.
FEELING
Teaching children how to problem
solve and use the Thinking Steps (Stop,
Think, Plan, Check) will help them
when dealing with strong emotions.
With younger children, using a traffic light can help them learn ways to
stop (red light) and think (yellow light)
and calm down (count, breathe, take a
break) and then come up with a plan
(green light). Practicing these problem
solving steps will help them learn to be

more flexible with transitions, dealing
with strong feelings when they want
something they can’t have, getting
along with siblings, and controlling
stress and anger. Older children can
learn to use the thinking steps to
solve problems by teaching them to
identify the cues that they are feeling
upset; employ strategies to calm down
(i.e. breathe, listen to music, muscle
relaxation); brainstorm different action
plans and pick the best choice (good
choice/bad choice); check if problem is
solved or pick another plan.
Feeling strong emotions is a natural
reaction to some of the experiences
we encounter in everyday life. Teaching our children how to manage and
regulate their emotions effectively
will improve their ability to cope with
life’s stresses and build resiliency and
self-competency. Wishing you a happy
and safe summer.
Please contact Mrs. Rentschler at
krentschler@kcsd.org or Dr. Pearson
at lpearson@kcsd.org with comments
or ideas for future “What’s on Your
Mind” topics.
Some of this material is adapted from
“Self Control Skills for Children” by
Louise Eckman (in Helping Children
at Home and School: Handouts From
Your School Psychologist, published by
NASP,1998).
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Celebrating the
Congratulations to the Class of 2013
Carlyle James Abate
Karli Marie Achuff
Oluwatoni Adeolu Adetayo*
Katte Noely Alba Rodriguez
Natalie Van Allvord
Selena Celeste Almanza-Shoop
Samantha Leigh Anderson
Angela Lorainne Anskis
Yuliana Arroyo Aguilera
Juan Daniel Arroyo Garcia
Gabriela Arroyo Perez
Alexander George Arvanitis
Morgan Elizabeth Austin*
Luis David Avalos
Evelyn Marie Avedisian
Alaina Lee Avila
Nicolas Alejandro Avila Lopez
Crystal Ayala
Maria Luisa Ayllon Ortiz
Jenna Hannum Bahel
Samantha Mary Jo Bailey
Leobardo Antonio Barajas Jasso
Jose Barrios
Ivan-Rey Barrios Valdez
Lewis Edward Bastian
Kirstie Lynn Beattie-Niessen
Cristian Ivan Bedolla Almanza
David Alejandro Bedolla Lopez
David Christopher Beech*
Alberto Daniel Beltran Cervantes*
Robert James Bender, III
Natalie Alicia Benn*
Dana Marie Bennett
Aide Bernal Tapia
Jose Armando Bernal Tapia
Michael Louis Bertogli
David Edward Andrew Bish*
Andrew Joseph Blackburn
Abigail Elizabeth Bobbitt
Zachary Thomas Bolten*
Rachel Rose Borman*
Ethan John Botkin
Brendan Kelly Bowens*
Amanda Marie Boyd
John Alexander Bozinko
Kaden Deandre Bradley
Aja Cymone Branch
Alexandra Simone Brooks
Bryan Samuel Broomell
David Richard Bunke*
Christina Felicia Calderaro
Courtney Brooke Callahan*
Thomas Joseph Carpus
Ivan Castaneda Cordova
Yovani Castaneda Cordova
Daniel Castaneda Tapia
Gabriel Castillo Leon
Jessica Castillo Pedraza
Alexander James Cattafesta
Kaelin Nicole Chandler
Brandon Richard Chew
Colton Edward Chew
David Michael Conlin
Virginia Ellen Constantinou
Hortencia Correa
Amanda Noel Costanzi
Alexander Paul Coulton
Janine Tawerat Coutu
Sara Jessica Cristy*
Ramiro Cruz Gonzalez
Zachary Alan Cupec
Robyn Alyssa Cyr
Connor Francis Dalphon*
Olivia Cathleen Danchik*
Joanna Mateja Dawyot*
Heather Sawyer Day*
Christopher Joseph DelTosto
John Patrick DePippo
Benjamin Christian DeRitter
Fabian Diaz Perez
Stephen Patrick DiLuzio*
Michael Ahmani Draine
Caroline Adelina Dunlevy
Sophie Louise duPhily*
Greta Lindholm Dzedzy
Emma Ryan Eckert*
Kenneth Greville Eland, III
Sean Kevin Ennis
Jose Luis Escobar Hernandez
Florencio Escobar Rodriguez
Jesus Esparza Fonseca

Joel Esparza Gonzalez
Vincent Jerald Falco
Denisse Feliciano Miranda
Jamie Nicole Ferree
Esther Marie Flax
Christopher Robert Fleck
Laura Flores Flores
Elia Flores Ortiz
Hannah Elizabeth Ruch Frank*
Zachary Blaine Frankosky
Daniel Denwood Friel, III
Richard Henry Fucci

Oscar Lemus Rojas
Brandon Joseph Liddick
Nancy Lopez Sosa
Mayra Esperanza Lopez Zavala
Carl Oswald Lowe, Jr.
Erin Elizabeth Lucas
Ashlee Margaret Luzetsky
Stephanie Rita Maciag
Albert Jose Magana
Christina Marie Magana
Jason Ray Maietta, Jr.
Kristina Elizabeth Maling

Megan Mary Gaffney
Kristina Rose Gallivan*
Lisbeth Cindy Garcia
Aidan Joseph Gartner
Catharine Elizabeth Gehlert
Martha Louise Giza-Sisson
Olivia Giza-Sisson
Warren Edward Giza-Sisson
Bryon Gonzalez
Keiri Patricia Gonzalez
Sandra Gonzalez
Morgan Taylor Goss
Lucas Javier Gramig*
Meredith Anne Gray
Miles Montgomery Greer
Demitri Benjamin Grivas
Susana Guadarrama Herrera
Rodrigo Guerrero Lopez
Jose Miguel Gutierrez Quintino
Madison Claire Haas*
Brenda Marie Hall
Garrett Sharpless Hall
Stephen Edward Hands
Jeffrey Arthur Hauptschein*
Alexandra Tate Havertine*
Nathaniel Joseph Helm
David Michael Henry, Jr.
Donald Charles Henry, Jr.
Christian Herrera Hernandez
Benjamin Tucker Hodges
James Ryan Hoffman
Todd Chandler Hoopes
Ian Luis Huezo
Wyatt Hughes
Kevin Michael Irwin
Brittany Renee Jackson
Jamielee Alexianne Jimenez Perez*
Austin Johnson
Andrew Ryan Jones
Maria Olivia Juarez Ibarra
Brianna Lynn Kenyon
Erika Lanita Carol Kilgore
Jason Thomas Kim*
Kevin Paul Knapp, Jr.
Morgan Rose Kollmeier*
Elsa Jeyuen Koninckx*
Erin Lisabeth Kraynie*
Christopher John LaPelusa
Krista Renae Lafferty*
Jorge Lara
Jordan James Lardani
Ridge Tyler Larick
Auburn Lynn Lattanzio
Steven Robert Lawton*
Emily Anne Leader
Sang Woo Lee

Noe Marquez Beltran
Keith Rosser Marshall
Lindsey Chase Marson
Cristian Martinez Zurita
Stephen Anthony Masha
Toni Josephine Massetti*
Joshua Michael Massi
Amanda Opah Mastronardo
Elizabeth Ann Mattingly*
Raymond Maxwell, III
Kaitlyn Victoria McComas
Brian Patrick McDermott
Shannon Aileen McGuire
Ashley Elizabeth McKenzie
James Francis McKenzie, Jr.
Kevin Michael McQuiston
Israel Medina Villagomez
Hugo Alan Medina Zavala
Cecilia Mendez Zavala
Sandra Mercado Lopez
Logan Andrew Miller
Timothy Michael Miller
Alma Deniss Mondragon Reza
Pablo Alexis Monroy Castano
Osiel Morales Aguilar
Sarah Keefe Mraz
Elizabeth Murillo Tenorio
Benjamin Alan Nall
Adrianna Zelena Nava
Jeremy Michael Neel
Juan Antonio Nieto Zavala
Edward William Niewinski
Nancy Elizabeth Nino Calderon
Tyler James Nugent
Alexander Spencer O’Brien
Thomas Sean O’Kelly
Liam Patrick O’Neill
Tyler Avery Oakes*
Patricia Oceguera Guerrero
Andrew Oliver
Miguel Angel Orozco
Guadalupe Ortiz Cortez
Tania Oseguera Lopez
Carlos Pantoja Duran
Javier Pantoja Guzman
Nupur Bhavnish Parikh*
Arielle Tammaro Pearlman*
Lindsey Deanna Pedicone
Elizabeth Ann Penrose
Steven Louis Pesce, Jr.
Brittany Holly Plummer*
William Jerome Pollard, Jr.
Osvaldo Quintana Flores
Ian Bradford Rand*
Amanda Jo Reindl
Zoe Anna Reindl

Chad David Ring
Nicole Mary Rivera Guzman
Maalik Shaakur Rochester
Benny Rodriguez
Destiny Zhanae Rokins-Blaylock
Maria Guadalupe Romero Zavala
Yeleini Romero Zavala
Brandon Christopher Ropp
Connor Xavier Roth*
Hannah Elizabeth Roth
Heather Dawn Ruble*
Jessica Fern Ruble*
Rachael Alice Rule*
Michael Steven Ruoss, Jr.
Benjamin Joseph Rzucidlo
Zaid Salman
John James Edward Salter
Andrew Edward Samulewicz
John Robert Saraceno
James Austin Sarno
Stephanie Marie Savage
Rebecca Helene Schmitt
Nicholas Eric Schuibbeo
Gabriela Irene Senderowicz*
Natalie Isabella Senderowicz
Jahayra Janeth Serrano Brito
Heriberto Serrato Zavala
Kathryn Marie Shiflet*
Molly Aileen Shiflet*
Koji Shimomura*
Jose Martin Silva Rodriguez
Meghan Marie Slaninko
Mikala Nicole Slicer
Andrew Hunter Small
Alexis Rebecca Smith
Fiona Anne Smith*
Nalen Nicole Smith
Daisy Sosa Lara
Antonio Sosa Reyes
Emma Sarah Spell*
David John Spence
Peter Alexander Stefanide
Zachary Thomas Sweeney
Lauren Christine Tandarich*
Jose Daniel Tapia Ayllon
Alexandria Marie Tavoni
Matthew Scott Tavoni
Michelle Alice Tavoni
Samantha Anne Tavoni
Michael Robert Testa*
Brianna Nicole Thompson
Ivan Torres
Mayela Montserrat Torres Gaytan
Maria Magdalena Torres Gutierrez
Robert Michael Toto
Alexis Leigh Traver
Logan Jon Tydryszewski*
Anne Christiane Uhle
Christopher Brooks Vaile
Roberto Valencia
Gabriella Idalia Valentin
Arelis Dayan Valentin Gonzalez
Jenna Mia Vallorani
Jose Alfonso Verdejo Aja
Jonathan Geovanni Villicana Ruiz
David Michael Waldron
Carolyn Marie Waters
Jeffrey Theodore Weaver
Andrew John Weber
Amy Nicole Welcher
Erich Christopher Werner
Collin Alexander Wheeler
Sara Elizabeth White
Stephanie Elizabeth White
Daniel Truhn Witcher
Mackenzie Jane Wolfe
Matthew Hunter Worrall
Jayquon Nathaniel Wright
Joseph Meade Wynn
Sanjay Kartik Yeleswaram
Brenda Elizabeth Zambrano Ayala
Diego Zavala Lopez
Salvador Zavala Nino
Isidro Zavala Romero
Mayra Adileni Zavala Vega
Alejandro Zavala Zavala
Eduardo Zavala Zavala
Jacob Dylan Zenisek
* members of the Blue and White Chapter of the National Honor Society
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e Class of 2013
Scholarships & Awards
The American Mushroom Institute’s Community Awareness Scholarship................... Hannah Frank & Amanda Mastronardo
The Corene Amoss Award.......................................................................................... Michael Testa
The Susan B. Annand Creative Writing Scholarship................................................... David Beech
The Susan B. Annand Memorial Scholarship.............................................................. Lindsey Marson
The Applestone Foundation, Inc., Scholarship........................................................... Rodrigo Guerrero Lopez, Nancy Lopez Sosa, Zaid Salman, Jose Silva Rodriguez, Nalen
Smith, Brianna Thompson, Diego Zavala Lopez
The Art Honor Society Award.................................................................................... Stephen Hands
The Kennett Rotary Club Harvey Atkinson Memorial Music Scholarship.................. Erin Kraynie
The Andrew J. Augustine PTO Scholarship................................................................ Mayra Lopez Zavala
The Be Driven Scholarship in Memory of Jay Middleton........................................... Jeremy Neel
The Becker Locksmith Services, Inc., Scholarship....................................................... Selena Almanza-Shoop
The Jonathan Beech Scholarship................................................................................. David Beech
The Horace W. Cloud, Jr. & Sara E. Thomas Cloud Memorial Scholarship................ Andrew Samulewicz
The Helen Corson Peace Prize.................................................................................... Natalie Benn
The Barbara DeCarlo Scholarship............................................................................... Heather Ruble
The Robert A. DePippo Scholarship........................................................................... Janine Coutu
The Victoria Fidanza Dickens Scholarship.................................................................. Karli Achuff
The Eugene & Mary DiFilippo Scholarship................................................................ Samantha Tavoni
The E. Kneale Dockstader Foundation Scholarship.................................................... Madison Haas & Alexandra Havertine
The Garage Community and Youth Center Scholarship............................................. Heather Day & Guadalupe Ortiz Cortez
The Genesis HealthCare Scholarship.......................................................................... Stephanie Savage
The George Family Award for Outstanding Creativity................................................ Brenda Hall
The Greenwood Elementary PTO Scholarship........................................................... Carl Lowe, Jr.
The Kennett Rotary Club George Holman Memorial Scholarship.............................. Lauren Tandarich
The Carol Karkosak Scholarship................................................................................. Lucas Gramig
The KCESP Scholarship............................................................................................. Daisy Sosa Lara
The KCSD Board of Education Award for Greatest Growth....................................... Ian Rand
The KCSD Board of Education Award for Excellence in Vocational Education.......... Stephanie Savage & Timothy Miller
The Kennett Alumni Association Scholarship............................................................. Hannah Roth & Alberto Beltran Cervantes
The Kennett Amateur Theatrical Society Award.......................................................... David Spence
The Kennett Education Foundation Scholarship........................................................ Alexandria Tavoni
The Kennett Education Foundation Angel Scholarship.............................................. Molly Shiflet
The Kennett High School Blue Demon Award........................................................... Ashley Luzetsky & Connor Roth
The KMS PTO Teacher Appreciation Scholarship...................................................... Mikala Slicer
The Kennett Square Historical Commission Award.................................................... David Bunke
The KHS All-Around Student Scholarship................................................................. Jeffrey Hauptschein
The KHS Faculty Sunshine Scholarship...................................................................... Arielle Pearlman
The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Scholarship............................................................. Katte Alba Rodriguez, Alexandra Brooks, Hortencia Correa, Israel Medina Villagomez.
Maalik Rochester, Destiny Rokins-Blaylok
The Krapf Bus Company Scholarship......................................................................... Logan Tydryszewski
The Lions Club of Kennett Square Scholarship.......................................................... Oluwatoni Adetayo
The Cameron Logan Scholarship................................................................................ Katte Alba Rodriguez & Zaid Salman
The London Grove Grange #63 Scholarship............................................................... Sara Cristy
The John Michael Manfredi Memorial Scholarship.................................................... Jenna Bahel
The Jeanne Ramsey McCune Scholarship................................................................... Zachary Frankosky
The Wesley McDowell Scholarship............................................................................. Gabriela Senderowicz
The Donald McKelvie Memorial Chemistry Award.................................................... Elsa Koninckx
The Mercer Restorations, Inc., Scholarship................................................................. Bryan Broomell
The Grace Milhous Merrick Scholarship.................................................................... Kristina Gallivan
The Sara Chandler Merrick Scholarship..................................................................... Elizabeth Mattingly
The Sandra E. Miller Award....................................................................................... Guadalupe Ortiz Cortez
The Evelyn Moyer Memorial AP English Award......................................................... Nupur Parikh
The Evelyn Moyer Memorial AP German Award........................................................ Fiona Smith
The Evelyn Moyer Memorial AP Spanish Award........................................................ David Bunke
The Evelyn Moyer Memorial AP Spanish Award........................................................ Denisse Feliciano Miranda
The Raymond Moynihan Memorial Prize................................................................... Michael Testa
The Claire M. Mulvaney Prize.................................................................................... Morgan Kollmeier
The Mary Myers McComsey Scholarship................................................................... Megan Gaffney
The Nelms Economics Prize....................................................................................... Kevin McQuiston
The New Garden Elementary PTO Scholarship......................................................... Amanda Costanzi
The New Garden Monthly Meeting of Friends Scholarship........................................ Joanna Dawyot
The Anna M. Ott Memorial Physical Education Award.............................................. Toni Massetti
The Ray Lyman Ott Memorial Award for Music........................................................ Jason Kim
The Ralph Parrett, Jr., Memorial Scholarship.............................................................. Juan Nieto Zavala
The Roscoe A. Peters Memorial Award....................................................................... Brendan Bowens
The Richard J. Posey Law Enforcement Scholarship................................................... Brandon Liddick
The Diana Reece Memorial Award in Music............................................................... Rachael Rule
The Russell A. Reidinger, Jr., Memorial Prize.............................................................. Jessica Ruble
The Russell A. Reidinger, Sr., Memorial Prize............................................................. Michael Testa
The Steve Robison Memorial Scholarship................................................................... Zachary Bolten
The Sinton Air Conditioning & Heating Scholarship................................................. Kevin Knapp
The Pat Smith Memorial Scholarship......................................................................... Joshua Massi
The Susan E. Spahn Memorial Scholarship................................................................. Jose Verdejo Aja
The Nancy Stees Memorial Biology Award................................................................. Morgan Kollmeier
The Aaron Taylor Summers Memorial Scholarship..................................................... Keiri Gonzalez
The Swayne-Campbell-Testa VFW Post #5467 Award................................................ Krista Lafferty
The Emma Taylor and Joanna Taylor Nieweg Scholarship.......................................... Meredith Gray
The Scott Thompson Student Assistance Scholarship................................................. Alexandra Brooks
The Alvin Wakeland Memorial AP English Award...................................................... Elsa Koninckx
The Alvin Wakeland Memorial AP Latin Award......................................................... Brendan Bowens
The James G. Warburton Memorial Scholarship......................................................... Jahayra Serrano Brito
The Kenneth A. Webb Citizenship Award.................................................................. Morgan Austin
The John M. Whiteside Scholarship........................................................................... Morgan Kollmeier
The Advisor’s Cup...................................................................................................... Carl Lowe, Jr.
The W. Earle Rupert Memorial Cup........................................................................... Alberto Beltran Cervantes
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Teacher Input and Extracurricular
Interests Impact Seniors’ Direction
Based on a sampling of 10 Kennett High
School seniors, there is reason to celebrate this graduation season. The entire
class worked hard and honed its diverse
interests and talents, which will help
them as they set off to pursue admirable,
thought-out futures.
Koji Shimomura is a humble
senior who tries
to learn from
every person
he encounters.
“Whenever I
have a teacher, I
try to find what
I admire about
that person and
take on that quality.” This fall he heads
to Haverford College to study science,
what in particular, he’s not sure yet. “I’m
having trouble deciding because I like
all of them. AP chemistry, physics and
biology were his favorite courses. Koji
is a National Honor Society member.
He was treasurer of the Quiddich Club,
played violin in the String Ensemble, ran
cross country, and played 1st doubles
for the high school’s tennis team. As he
leaves Kennett, he takes something very
important with him. “I learned how to
learn, and I can apply this to anything I
have to study in college.”
David Beech
radiates his love
of life, which is
the biggest lesson
he learned from
his social studies
teacher, Mr.
Shawn Duffy.
“He told us, ‘You
have another day
of life. Enjoy it
and be grateful. Not everyone gets that
chance.’” That statement changed David’s
life. The National Honor Society member decided to join the National Guard
“to serve the country and get a different
view on life while getting an education.”
After basic training in Ft. Leonardwood,
Mo. this summer, David will study music
at West Chester University. At Kennett
he played the piano and other percussion instruments for band and cello
for orchestra. He also enjoyed music
classes and small parts in school musicals.
“Footloose was my favorite because everyone was on stage dancing for four shows.”
The Kennett Education Association recognized David’s talents and gave him the
2013 Music Award. Besides serving his
country, David wants to serve others as a
pastor after seeing “the positive influence
a pastor can have on people.”
Jeff Hauptschein is a
Congressional
Scholar-Athlete
with a strong
sense of self. He
credits his little
league coach and
personal finance
teacher, Mr. Jeff
O’Sullivan, for
guiding him. “Mr. O taught me the
importance of working hard in school,
making connections, and building a
good reputation.” Jeff swam the 100and 200-meter backstroke and butterfly events for Kennett and qualified
for district competitions. To maintain
his 3.9 GPA, Jeff said, “I would hit the
books at 6 p.m. after I came home from
practice.” He enjoys baseball, too. He
played outfield for Kennett and is the
Wilmington Blue Rocks’ bat boy thanks

to his connection, Mr. O’Sullivan, the
team’s scorekeeper. Jeff participated
in Future Business Leaders of America
(FBLA), Spanish Club, Astronomy
Club, and played trombone in Jazz Band
and Symphonic Band. He is deciding
whether he will study business, finance,
marketing, or pre-law at Penn State
University. Jeff plans to pursue corporate law and specialize in the business of
sports.
Natalie Benn
carefully charted
her course to
reach dentistry
school that starts
and ends at
Howard University. “It’s an
HBCU (Historically Black Colleges and Universities), which is important to me, and it
has a good STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math) program.”
Natalie enjoyed biology at Kennett High
School and will major in it at Howard.
She will pursue the university’s “good
dental program” afterwards. “I would
like to provide health services to improve
patients’ health.” At Kennett, Natalie enjoyed studying the Civil Rights
Movement in American History. “It’s
amazing to see how far we’ve come.” At
8, Natalie stepped onto a tennis court.
At Kennett, she played 1st Doubles
and competed at the district level. The
National Honor Society student said
daily quotes from Mr. Shawn Duffy,
social studies teacher, “inspired me to
continue on and make it through life.”
Looking back at her time at Kennett,
Natalie learned “not to over-think
things but to live and enjoy – while the
moments are there.”
Hanna Frank
“loves to bake”
and decided to
study nutrition
and food sciences at North
Carolina State
University after
sitting in on
introductory
courses there. “I
understood what was being taught
because of my Honors and AP Chemistry classes with Mr. Robert Anthony.
Hanna not only finds the chemistry of
food interesting but more globally, the
politics behind it. The student council
vice president is concerned about “food
deserts,” lower-income areas with no
access to fresh produce. “I would like
to influence food policy by working for a
governmental agency or doing research.”
At NC State, she will minor in German.
“It was really nice having Herr Kotz as
my teacher since 8th grade. He really
influenced my interest in German.” At
Kennett, Hanna played lacrosse, soccer,
tennis and swam. She helped organize
National Honor Society blood drives,
co-founded the Tie-Dye Club, and
participated in FBLA’s state competition. Hanna also enjoyed working on a
cooperative farm.
Brianna
Thompson
grew up seeing
her mother, a
licensed practical nurse, care
for a child with
cerebral palsy
and watched

her older sister study anatomy. Now,
Brianna wants to become a nurse. During her Technical College High School
(TCHS) clinical at Kennett Family
Practice, she did so well taking patients’
vital signs, heights, and weights, and
sending specimens to the labs, that the
practice wanted to hire her, pending her
certification in medical assisting. Upon
learning this, Brianna’s TCHS teacher
encouraged her to compete in Pennsylvania’s annual SkillsUSA competition
for medical assisting. Brianna won first
place. She will compete at the national
SkillsUSA Championship in late June.
The honor roll student has also been a
varsity cheerleader. On Kennett’s track
team, Brianna ran sprints and relays and
did the long jump. She also has taken
Barbizon modeling and acting classes for
five years and learned etiquette, posture,
and confidence and is working on a
portfolio for competitions. She plans to
move to Florida where she may work on
a military base as a patient care technician while attending community college.
Afterwards, Brianna would like to attend
Auburn University because “it has a good
nursing program.” Her father’s mantra
is her driving force: Never give up. She
said, “If you work hard, you can succeed.
Even if it doesn’t work out the first time,
there is always a way.”
“I liked to play
dress up when
I was little,”
said Katte Alba
Rodriguez.
Now, she plans
to design fashions that raise
women’s selfesteem. She was
admitted to Parsons School for Design, based partially
on her thoughts to influence women
through fashion. “Feeling comfortable in simple classics will help women
present themselves well in society.” As
part of the admissions process, Katte
addressed an everyday issue ignored by
most people. Based on her childhood
in Mexico, Katte focused on taking
clean water for granted. She hand built
a ceramic vase of tubes representing
hot and cold water flowing in industrialized countries, and hands showing
the work others do to get clean water.
River water from her family’s ranch was
shipped for cleaning, so they could use
it. Her mother also bought clean water
in the city. The honor roll student said,
“I am good at math and thought about
becoming an accountant for my dad’s
mushroom business, or maybe a lawyer.
But, Ms. Loretta Perna (Walk In Knowledge program director) said, ‘Do what
you love and can get paid for.’” Katte
researched Coco Chanel and wants to
preserve what she did to influence the
way women dress.
Boy Scouts,
boats, and biology sum up
Brendan Bowens. He earned
the rank of Eagle
Scout by compiling stories of
World War II
veterans from
Kennett. He got
the idea for his book while watching
a Memorial Day parade. As cars with
veterans passed by he thought, “Wow,
there used to be more veterans. I don’t
know much about them.” He compiled
a list of 40 questions and set up training

for younger scouts to learn how to interview the veterans. Afterwards, he went
through transcripts and compiled the
stories of six veterans. Besides scouting,
Brendan is captain of his Wilmington
Youth Rowing Association team, which
practices six days a week. The National
Honor Society student will study biology or pre-med and would like to become
a research scientist. Brendan will attend
Drexel University and row for the Men’s
Crew team.
Seeing college
women play
lacrosse, Sophie
duPhily made
a decision to
pursue the sport.
Now, Sophie
will be part
of an historic
lacrosse team.
She signed a letter of intent to play for University of
Michigan’s Team One, which begins
NCAA varsity competition in 2014.
Sophie played attack for Kennett High
and amassed 176 goals and 211 assists.
She was named a U.S. Lacrosse Academic All-American, a member of the
All-Ches-Mont League Second Team,
and 2012 National Tournament Team
(Philadelphia). She also started four
years as guard for Kennett’s basketball
team and played soccer and field hockey.
She said her basketball coach, Mr. Vince
Cattano, was “the only coach I had all
four years and he taught me to have a
winner’s mentality. I carried that over to
lacrosse.” Besides sports, Sophie served
as class president two years and participated in the National Honor Society
and student council. At University of
Michigan, Sophie plans to study sports
management and marketing.
Alberto Beltran Cervantes
plans to major
in engineering at
Purdue University, but he could
have a second
career as a standup comic. The
affable senior
chose Purdue over
other engineering schools after attending
a three-day minority engineering program for high school students at the university. “I like hands-on work and really
liked all of my science and math classes
at Kennett.” Alberto played football,
ran track, and wrestled. “My coach,
Mr. Tyrone Johnson pushed me past my
limits every day. He worked all of us
hard, but it paid off in going to district
competition.” Alberto said Mr. Johnson
is his source of “inspiration” because,
“When I wanted to lay down on the
mat for 10 seconds, he would tell me
to get up and keep working.” Alberto,
a National Honor Society member, was
also encouraged to do his best by watching a motivational video his football
coaches showed the team. “The speaker
said, ‘If you want to be successful as bad
as you want to breathe, then, you’ll be
successful.” At this early stage, Alberto
does not know how he will use mechanical engineering, he is sure it is the work
he wants to do.
As these seniors set off to pursue their
life’s work, their learning and experiences
at Kennett High School will help them
strive to become leaders in their fields.
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Toothpick Bridge Building Teaches
Real-World Concepts at Greenwood Elementary School
Fifth grade teams of toothpick bridge builders at Greenwood Elementary School had to pull together to meet goals, stay within budget, and
finish on time, just like the real world. But, unlike the real world, teams
finished their projects by watching their bridges break.
To begin, students read about read about the history of bridges and
watched a presentation showing different types and designs. Afterwards, students were divided into teams, and each member had a specific
role. Teams needed to decide first what type of bridge to construct.
Which kind would hold the most weight? This caused some friction.
“The hardest part of the process for students was learning to work as a
group,” said fifth grade teacher, Mr. William Hicks. Students experienced real-world social studies, as they had to speak and listen to each
other to move forward with their project.
Part of the planning process was calculating costs to stay within the $1.5
million budget. “They had to spend $500,000 for land and all of their
supplies,” said Mr. Hicks. Each toothpick cost $5,000 and nearly 200
were needed to construct the bridge. The daily glue supply cost $850. The team
accountant wrote checks and carefully maintained a balance sheet to avoid an audit
and $2,000 fine for a bookkeeping mistake.
After the team agreed on the type of bridge to build, the architect drew and submitted plans for review and approval by the teacher.

Top: A bridge is put
to the test!
Bottom: Part of the
winning team with
their bridge.

The project director oversaw the team and kept a daily journal of accomplishments,
obstacles, and problems that were solved.
The carpenter got the toothpicks and glued them together. “Students used flat
toothpicks that had to be glued in certain spots. If there was too much glue, the
team would be fined,” said fifth grade teacher, Mrs. Elizabeth Weaver. The transportation chief got supplies from the warehouse and was the only team member allowed
to bring technical problems to the teacher. The group had to solve interpersonal
problems. “The goal of this project was to help the fifth graders become independent thinkers and problem solvers,” said Mrs. Weaver.
After several days of building their bridge and making a poster to display their work
process and paperwork, 29 teams set up bridges for Open House Night competition.

To determine how much weight a bridge could withstand, Mr. Hicks explained that
a pencil was laid across its roadbed and a bucket was suspended from it. Sand was
gradually poured into the bucket until the bridge broke or bent to its base.
Students Ellen McVey, Sydney Heimann, Ellie Wikol, Margarita Sanchez, and Colin
Hanrahan built the strongest bridge. It held 14 pounds, 7 ounces. Greenwood’s
record of 16 pounds, 12.5 ounces was set in 2007.

“Students enjoyed seeing bridges from the entire fifth grade. There was so much
excitement as students, parents, and younger students cheered for teams as bridges
were put to the test,” said Mrs. Weaver.

Research Comes to Life at Elementary Wax Museums
Ginger Rogers, Louis Armstrong, and
Shakespeare came to life and told their
stories in classroom “wax museums”
for two days in May as part of the fifth
grade research project presentations at
New Garden and Bancroft Elementary
Schools.
After choosing a topic that interested them, the students conducted
research to find an important person
tied to their subject. During the next
eight weeks, students learned to write
five-paragraph biological essays that
melded social studies and writing.
“They focused on the effectiveness and
significance that one figure had on
history,” said Mr. Troy Harris, a fifth
grade teacher at New Garden Elementary School.
Students further developed their
informational writing process and
presentation skills, which they will
use in higher grades. They organized
materials, wrote a rough draft, published their essay, developed it into a
speech, and memorized it. Mrs. Kelly
Figueroa, a fifth grade teacher at Bancroft Elementary School teacher, said
the project “forced students to practice
their public speaking skills.”
After students “internalized their
research,” they dressed in costumes
and struck poses for their classroom

wax museums. Visitors could push a
“button” that each student affixed to
himself or herself. When the button was
pushed, characters came to life, shared
his or her life story, and froze again.
Callie Fitzgibbon, New Garden Elementary fifth grader, is a dancer who got
into her research. She posed as Ginger
Rogers, one of the best dancers ever, by
lying on her desk to tell wax museum
visitors her story. “I liked stepping into
a new world and becoming somebody
else,” said Callie.
“People were intrigued and listened
intently,” said Mr. Harris. On opening
day, fourth grade students visited and
got a glimpse of “what will be expected
of them next year.” The following day,
students from the lower grades visited
fifth grade classrooms. More than 100
family members came to Mr. Harris’ wax
museum.
Nate, a fifth grade student at Bancroft
said, “I learned that there are many
important people that I didn’t know
about before.” The same goes for Mr.
Harris. “I’m not sports-minded, and I
learned about Clay Matthews, a Super
Bowl champion linebacker, and Shawn
Johnson, the Olympic gymnast.”
“I liked learning more about a famous
person and doing research about them,”

Aidan Bowe of New Garden Elementary takes his stance as Clay Matthews, a Green Bay
Packers linebacker, who he researched.

said Jenna Davidson, Bancroft Elementary fifth grader. “It was fun to dress up
and ‘become’ another person on Wax Museum Day.”
The teachers at both schools are sure that their students’ wax museum research
won’t melt away any time soon.
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Advanced Placement Courses
Develop Students and Deliver Benefits
Benefit 2: Honing writing skills
Students practice turning an idea into
a thesis, giving proofs; and writing
concisely, clearly, and logically every
two weeks when they turn in papers to
Mrs. Aiken. This process helps students
better present their points of views to
readers.
Senior Auburn Lattanzio said Advanced
Placement Literature (fiction) “improved
my skills in writing and analysis.” Classmate Sarah Mraz said she learned to
organize her thoughts better for writing.
Auburn quipped, “It’s really easy to pull
an essay out of nowhere now.”
Benefit 3: Managing time
Senior Heather Day took eight
Advanced Placement courses in two
years. “I learned a lesson with my procrastination. Taking these courses made
me learn to manage my time.”
Benefit 4: Challenging personal limits
To prepare students for Advanced Placement courses, Kennett High School
primes the pump early. Mr. Peters, a
former Advanced Placement teacher,
designed Honors World History I
and II as “pre-Advanced Placement
courses.” Interested ninth and tenth
grade students who take these courses
have an “easier transition to 11th grade
Advanced Placement American History.”
As students view content they learn to
identify historical theory, changes over
time, and cause and effect. He also helps
students learn to think critically, analyze
materials, and write thoughtful fiveparagraph essays, a staple of Advanced
Placement exams. Mr. Peters said the
Social Studies and English departments
work together but noted honors courses
differ by department.
Students may also gain AP credit by
taking Mrs. Aiken’s Honors American
Literature course to prepare for the AP
English Language examination.
Senior Ian Rand challenged himself by
taking Advanced Placement Literature
to improve his reading and writing skills.
During the course, he learned to handle
a “bigger workload at a higher level” and
liked being “treated as an adult.”
Mrs. Julie Bolton’s son, Zach took seven
AP courses. “My husband and I saw
Zach’s courses were taught the way we
took classes in college. They bridge the
gap for high school students by letting
them experience college-level work.”

with responsibility expected from students,” said Mrs. Aiken. These courses
help so much that graduates home from
college return to say, “Thank you; I was
so well prepared,” Mrs. Hutton said.
Kennett High School alumnus and
Oxford University doctoral candidate
Miss Linda Magaña said, “Advanced
Placement courses enhanced my foundational study skills and content knowledge.”
Benefit 6: Enriching area of interest
Ian likes math and decided to take
Advanced Placement Calculus. “I felt I
could handle a difficult class.” He also
added Advanced Placement American
Government to his schedule “to be wellrounded.”
Mrs. Hutton said other students “think
they should take a certain AP course”
and end up liking the subject so much
that they pursue it in college.
Kennett offers a variety of Advanced
Placement courses to pique or enrich
students’ interests: Biology, Chemistry, Physics C: Mechanics, Computer
Science, Calculus AB, Calculus BC,
Statistics, English Literature and Composition, U.S. Government and Politics,
U.S. History, European History, Latin,
Spanish Language, German Language,
French Language, and Music Theory.
Benefit 7: Strengthening college application
“It’s necessary to take Advanced Placement classes to stand out when applying
to competitive schools,” said Heather. It
worked. She was accepted into University of Pittsburgh’s Health and Rehabilitation Sciences program to study
occupational therapy.
When college admissions officers must
make difficult decisions, Advanced
Placement courses add “bona fide
credentials” to students’ transcripts, said
Mrs. Hutton.
Benefit 8: Receiving college credit saves
time and money
Students scoring a 3, 4, or 5 on the
“rigorous, standardized three-and-a-half
hour exam” may earn college credit. The
average 2012 Advanced Placement exam
score for Kennett students was 3.4.

Benefit 5: Preparing for college studies

However, some colleges do not give
credit. Others differ by department in
awarding credits. Mrs. Hutton does not
count this a loss. “Students often change
majors, and other departments at the
same college then accept the Advanced
Placement scores for credit.”

Advanced Placement courses are “fastpaced and more work and are offered

Being granted college credits saves
students and parents money on tuition

Drop us an email at
PR@KCSD.org. We’d love
to hear about projects
happening in the Kennett
Consolidated School
District or great news
about current students
and graduates alike.
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as well as time. Miss Magaña shaved a
semester off her undergraduate work at
Columbia University because of accepted Advanced Placement credits. “This
enabled me to take a slightly smaller
course load and focus more intensely on
my major requirements.”
While Zach Bolton’s 32 AP credit hours
will not reduce the years he attends
University of Maryland, they will enable
him to double major in bioengineering
and applied mathematics.
Benefit 9: Teachers challenge themselves to
teach AP courses
Every year, teachers submit a syllabus
and a recommendation to the College
Board for approval no matter how long
they have taught a course. “We must be
experts in our subjects and stay current,”
said Mrs. Aiken. She attends summer
seminars, reads journals and scholarly

articles, and re-reads each book she
teaches every year.
Benefit 10: The District’s commitment to
providing Advanced Placement courses:
The Kennett Consolidated School
District supports all students taking
Advanced Placement exams by charging
$81 for each, the lowest amount allowed
by College Board. Students that have
difficulty paying an exam fee(s) receive
help from the District to cover the costs.
Mrs. Hutton said, “Even when faced
with difficult budget choices, the District has always supported the Advanced
Placement program.”
Mr. Peters summed up AP benefits well,
“When Kennett students take Advanced
Placement courses, they experience
learning. When they get the content
and the skills, you know they’ve succeeded.”

Parent/
Student
Resource
Corner
Welcome to the Kennett Consolidated School District’s Parent/Student Resource
Corner! In each issue of the newsletter, parents and guardians will find educational web sites that will help keep their student academically engaged and challenged outside of the classroom.
Summer Fun!
Your student may be singing no more school, no more books, but summer days
are no time to become lazy when it comes to your child’s education. Here are a
few resources to help your child stay at the front of the class when school busses
start rolling again in September.
Good Sites for Kids
http://www.goodsitesforkids.org/literacy.htm
Good Sites for Kids- A strong literary resource for students in grades 3-8, this
website guides students and parents to a variety of other literacy websites targeted
to help students get some extra practice on their individual and grade-specific
needs.
Online Writing Lab for Elementary Students
http://www.edina.k12.mn.us/concord/teacherlinks/sixtraits/sixtraits.html
This website is a great resource for students in our younger grades to explore writing with their parents. It focuses on six traits that make good writing work and
provides useful information as well as activity ideas. No username or password
are required to access this website.
Study Island: www.studyisland.com
This website includes reading and math activities for students in grades three
through eight. Activities are specifically designed to help students master the
content specified in the Pennsylvania Assessment Anchors and assessed on the
PSSA. Usernames and passwords are assigned by classroom teachers.
First In Math: www.firstinmath.com
This website reinforces basic math skills for students in kindergarten through
eighth grade. After completing certain skill set requirements, students can play
bonus games that serve as incentives and encourage students to continue to
achieve. Usernames and passwords are assigned by your student’s math teacher.
Brightstorm: www.brightstorm.com
This website provides free tutorial videos created by teachers to help students
with their math and science homework and prepare them for SAT, ACT, PSAT,
and AP exams. Teachers explain math and science concepts and work through
sample problems covering topics such as Algebra, Geometry, Algebra 2, Trigonometry, Precalculus, Calculus, Biology, Chemistry, and Physics. No username or
password are needed for this website.

