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Message from 
the Board

On June 12, the 262 members of the Class of 2009 
walked down the steps of Kennett High School with their 
heads held high.  Kennett High School Principal Dr. 
Michael Barber addressed the Class of 2009 during the 
ceremony.   

“In a few minutes you will turn the page and continue 
writing your story,” commented Dr. Barber.  “I want to 
reaffirm my belief in each and every one of you!  The fire 
within truly does burn bright and your limits are endless.  
Through hard work, dedication, and commitment to the 
task at hand, you will achieve greatness.”

Dr. Barber continued recognizing the graduating class for 
their accomplishments throughout their educational ca-
reer.  “You have had many tremendous accomplishments 
that include national merit winners, accomplished mus-
cians, and a state champion, to name a few!” stated Dr. 
Barber.  “Although you move into alumni status tonight, 
I am always a phone call, email or text message away from 
helping.”  

Over $3.5 million in scholarships, grants, and awards 
were offered to this year’s graduating class.  The Kennett 
Consolidated School District salutes this year’s graduating 
class and wishes each graduate all the best as they step out 
into the world to leave their mark!  For an in-depth look 
at the Class of 2009, turn to pages 4 and 5.

262 Strong: Presenting the Class of 2009

Superintendent Search 
After 44 years in education, 37 years as an 
administrator, and with over 10 years in the 
Kennett Consolidated School District as Super-
intendent, Dr. Rudolph Karkosak announced 
his intention to retire at the end of his current 
term in November.  Hence, the Board has em-
barked on a nationwide search for qualified can-
didates for the office of superintendent. Unlike 
any other position that is hired in the Kennett 
Consolidated School District, it is the responsi-
bility of the Board of School Directors to select 
and hire the superintendent.  The hiring of the 
superintendent is one of the most important 
decisions we will make as a Board.  We take this 
role very seriously as is it is our responsibility 
to pay due diligence to the process and to our 
constituents.  

The School Board has selected Dr. William 
Leary, a highly qualified and respected search 
consultant, to conduct the nationwide search 
for a new superintendent.  Dr. Leary served as 
a superintendent for over 29 years in Penn-
sylvania in Springfield Township, East Penn, 
and Waynesboro Area School Districts.  Over 
the last seven years, Dr. Leary has conducted 
superintendent searches for districts through-
out the eastern part of Pennsylvania, including 
Upper Merion, Methacton, Upper Dublin, 
Lower Moreland, New Hope-Solebury, and 
Quaker Valley.  Dr. Leary recruits an average of 
over 35 applicants a search, yielding top notch 
applicants including former superintendents of 
the year from Texas and Illinois. 

The vacancy has been advertised, and applica-
tions are being accepted through August.  Dr. 
Leary is in the process of meeting with focus 
groups to gather input from the entire school 
community to share with the Board.  Fac-
ulty, administrators, parent and PTO groups, 
support staff, the KEA, and community 
groups will be solicited for their input as to 
the strengths and needs of our District. The 
School Board of Directors wants this search 
process to be as inclusive and transparent as 
possible while respecting the need for the confi-
dentiality of prospective candidates.  Interviews 
will take place throughout September and Oc-
tober with the goal of having a new superinten-
dent in place by January, 2010. Dr. Karkosak is 
committed to staying with the District until we 
have a new superintendent in place.

The Board appreciates Dr. Karkosak’s commit-
ment to ensuring a smooth transition for our 
District.

Student Selected for PA 
Summer School of the Arts
Passionate vocalist and talented per-
former Sarah Van Voorhis spent two 
weeks of her summer at the Pennsylva-
nia Summer School of the Arts at the 
Lincoln Park Performing Arts Center.  
The PA Summer School of the Arts is a 
replacement program for the Pennsylva-
nia Governor’s School of the Arts which 
was eliminated due to the limited state 
budget. 

Approximately 500 
juniors and seniors 
across the state applied 
for the school this sum-
mer with 105 students 
being selected for the 
program.  Sarah was 
accepted as a vocal-
ist/music student.  
The program offered 
students a variety of in-
structional and enrich-
ment activities that uti-
lized a mix of curricula 
and technology.  At the 
program, students were 
able to further enhance 
their understanding of 
creative expression as 
well as network with peers 
and adult mentors. 

All District Schools 
Meet Federal AYP Standard
Kennett Consolidated School District’s students and educators continue to hit new heights in academic achievement.  The 
District is thrilled to announce that all of the District’s schools have met the federal AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress) standard as 
set forth in the No Child Left Behind legislation.  The state’s release of test scores and AYP status for all state districts will not be 
available until the latter part of August.  Additional information will be available for the public in the very near future.
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Kennett High School will enhance its 
science curriculum this year thanks to 
the generous donation of a research-
grade telescope by Bill and Pat Shelton 
along with their three children - Will, 
Danielle and Anthony.  The Shelton’s 
donated a 12.5 Newtonian Reflector 
Telescope, along with several research-
grade components including a Spotting 
Scope, a Meade Magellan Computerized 
Telescope Controller, two Plossl Eye 
pieces, and a collection of astronomy 
books, articles and issues of Sky and 
Telescope magazine.  

“Our hope is that the use of the tele-
scope stimulates a student’s passion to 
learn more about astronomy,” comment-
ed Mr. Shelton.  “We believe it will add 
to the District’s curriculum by creating a 
versatile science program as well as ignit-
ing an enthusiasm about science.”

Several years ago when Mr. and Mrs. 
Shelton’s children attended Greenwood 
Elementary School, Mr. Shelton held 

Telescope Donation Allows 
Students to See The World Around Them

monthly telescope sessions for elemen-
tary students and their parents.  During 
those sessions, students had the unique 
opportunity to view planets, comets, and 
even the Apollo 11 landing site on the 
moon!  

“It was truly rewarding to be able to 
give that astronomical experience to 
students,” explained Mr. Shelton.  “For 
many, it was their first time taking an 
in-depth look into the night sky.”

Mr. Shelton continued his monthly tele-
scope sessions for about five years, but as 
his children continued on through the 
District, the telescope saw less and less 
use.  “I continued to use the telescope 
myself, however the dust began to col-
lect,” laughed Mr. Shelton.  “I had never 
intended to sell the telescope and always 
anticipated donating it to the District.”

When the Shelton’s youngest child, 
Anthony, graduated from Kennett High 

Mary D. Lang Elementary School 
recognized its outstanding fifth grade 
students at the end of the school year 
with a special awards ceremony!  Fifth 
graders were presented certificates and 
applauded for all their hard work and 
dedication throughout their elementary 
school years.  

“The awards ceremony was a wonder-
ful event to celebrate and recognize the 
success of our students,” commented 
principal Ms. Susan McArdle.  During 
the event, Ms. McArdle told students to 
never give up and to remember all the 
things they learned at Mary D. Lang El-
ementary School as they continue their 

Mary D. Lang Elementary School 
Recognizes Outstanding Students

education at Kennett Middle School.  

In addition to the individual awards, 
two prestigious awards were presented to 
several students: the President’s Award 
for Educational Excellence and the Prin-
cipal’s Award.  Fifth graders Veronica 
Beccera and Javier Juarez were awarded 
the President’s Award for earning straight 
A’s in every subject in grades four and 
five.  They also scored at the advanced 
level in the PSSAs (Pennsylvania System 
of School Assessment) in mathematics 
and reading.  

The President’s Education Awards Pro-
gram is sponsored by the U.S. Depart-

ment of Education in partnership with 
National Association of Elementary 
School Principals (NAESP) and the Na-
tional Association of Secondary School 
Principals.  The award helps principals 
recognize and honor students with high 
academic goals. 

Ms. McArdle also awarded fifth grad-
ers Bailey Reigel and Dominic Perigo 
with the Principal’s Award.  Both Bailey 
and Dominic displayed strong leader-
ship skills and exemplified the qualities 
of a model Mary D. Lang student, in 
addition to maintaining high academic 
achievement throughout their time spent 
at the elementary school.   

Kennett Middle School Modifies Schedule
Upon returning to school this academic year, students at Kennett Middle School will be introduced to a new schedule that is 
designed to enhance and support the momentum of excellence that Kennett Middle School staff have inspired.  The revised 
schedule will give students a nine-period day with each period being 42 minutes long.  The daily schedule will cycle on a six-day 
rotation. The specifics of the schedule change includes:

blocking language arts and mathematics for all grades.  This modification will increase instructional time to 84 minutes •	
total, resulting in increased student achievement. 
adding an enrichment period where students will experience extension activities for science and social studies classes   •	
moving health and physical education into the specials/cycles rotation•	
providing additional opportunities for staff professional development.  •	

Kennett Middle School has made great strides in the past three years, delivering quality instruction to all students that has re-
sulted in very positive growth in student achievement, and we are confident that the schedule change will continue this trend.

School this past June, they knew it was 
time to donate the telescope so other 
children could learn more about the 
world around them.   This is the first 
telescope to grace the classrooms of 
Kennett High School, and principal, Dr. 
Michael Barber is excited to integrate it 
into the school’s curriculum. 

“We are very thankful to the Shelton 
family for their donation and thought-
fulness,” commented Dr. Barber.  “The 
telescope will further enhance the 
educational experience and future of our 
students.  

Telescopes play an important role in 
education; providing a hands-on, inter-
active experience for students to discover 
the depths of the night sky.  The dona-
tion by the Shelton family will enable 
students to increase their knowledge 
of astronomy, strengthen their critical 
thinking skills, and encourage a life-long 
curiosity of the night sky.   

Student Selected for PA 
Summer School of the Arts
“I had a great time at the Pennsylvania 
Summer School of the Arts,” comment-
ed Sarah.  “It was a once-in-a-lifetime 
program that I am honored to have had 
the opportunity to experience.”   

While at the program, Sarah enjoyed 
lectures by Anne Martindale, the principal 
cellist in the Pittsburgh Orchestra, a Yamaha 
representative, an opera singer, and Joe Ne-

gri, a jazz guitarist and former “Handyman” 
from Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood.  “We also 
enjoyed listening to a professional singer/
songwriter, drum circles and excerpts from 
a Broadway musical/ film that’s in the mak-
ing titled Macaw,” said Sarah.  “There was 
also a coffee house open mic session and 
at the end of the program we held a large, 
cumulative performance incorporating all 
the disciplines.”

Sarah is entering her junior year at Kennett 
High School and is very active in the 
music program including concert choir, 
chorale, concert band and orchestra.  For 
the past four years, she has been a member 
of the prestigious Cathedral Choir School 
of Delaware and has performed at the 
White House for former first lady Mrs. 
Laura Bush and at St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
in New York City.

Continued from page 1
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Around the District
Be sure to visit www.KCSD.org for up-to-date calendar listings.

August
26  ..................................................MDL Sneak-A-Peak School-Wide 9-10am
26  ......................................................................MDL K Bus Ride 10-11am
27  .....................................................GW  Sneak-A-Peak School-Wide 12-1pm
27  ....NG Sneak-A-Peak School-Wide: K  11-12am; Grades 1-5 11:30-12:30am
31 ...............................................................................First Day for Students
31 ..........................................................................................KHS Class Mtg 

September
1 ............................................................... KHS Picture Day/ Vision Screening 
2 ................................................................................. KMS PTO Mtg 7:30pm
2 ..............................................................  NG Parent Night Grades 3-5 7pm
3 ................................................................................... MDL PTO Mtg 7pm
4 ................................................................................................... No School 
7 ............................................................................. District Closed- Labor Day
8 ......................................................... MDL K Parent Orientation 6:30-7:30pm
8 ........................................................ KMS After-The-Bell Registration Begins
9 ............................................................ GW Back to School Night K-2 7pm
9 ................................................................... KHS Athletic Boosters Mtg 7pm
10 .......................................Professional Development Committee at DO 4pm
10 .............................................................. NG Parent Night Grades 1-2, 7pm
10 ................................................... GW Back to School Night Grades 3-5, 7pm
10 ............................................................. MDL Parent Night Grades 1-5, 7pm
11 ....................................................................... KHS Senior Picture Retakes
14 .................................................................... School Board Mtg 7pm at KHS
16 ..................................................................... KMS Parent Orientation 7pm
17 .................................................................... NG K Parent Orientation 7pm
17 ..................................................................................... GW PTO Mtg 7pm
21 ................................ Liaison and Communication Committee Mtg 7pm at DO
22 ................................................................. KHS Parent Orientation 6:45 pm
22 .................................................................... KMS After-The-Bell Begins
23 ......................................... Elementary Instrumental Parent Mtg 7pm at KHS
25 .................................................................. KMS 6th Grade Fun Day 3-5pm 
28 ....................................................... Curriculum Committee Mtg 7pm at DO
28 ............................................................................ KHS Homecoming Week
29 & 30 ...................................................................... Science Fair, grades 4-8

October

1 ................................ Professional Development Committee Mtg 4pm at KMS
1 ..................................................................................... MDL PTO Mtg 7pm
1 ............................................................... KHS Friends of Music Mtg 7:30pm
2 ....................................................................................... KMS Picture Day
3 ................................ All-School Community Homecoming Parade and Picnic
3 ..................................................................... KHS Homecoming Dance 7pm
5 ............................................................. Finance Committee Mtg 7pm at DO
7 ................................................................................. KMS PTO Mtg 7:30pm
8 ................................................................................... GW PTO Mtg 9:15am
9 ............................................................................ KMS Dance 7:30- 9:30pm
9 ....................................................................... GW 5th Grade Phila. Field Trip
10 .................................................................................................. SAT  at  KHS 

Mary D. Lang Elementary School students reunited with their Exelon Generation 
Big Brothers and Big Sisters for a special picnic over the summer. From a tour of the 
Exelon Trade Center to games and refreshments, the day was full of excitement as 
the students and their mentors celebrated the completion of the program’s first year.  
The celebration also gave family members of the students the chance to visit with 
their child’s adult mentor.  

“You can really see how much this program has meant to not only the students, but 
to the Exelon participants,” explained Principal Susan McArdle.  “They have all built 
such strong relationships and we are very excited to continue this partnership next 
year!”

Ms. Delia Stroud, vice president of public policy at Exelon Generation and the Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of Southeastern Pennsylvania’s board chair, served as an adult 
mentor or “Big” this past year.  “From the smiles, energy and enthusiasm that ap-
peared when the children came running off the school bus, it was apparent that 
they, too, looked forward to our meetings,” stated Ms. Stroud.  “It has been such a 
delightful program.  I’m looking forward to the upcoming year and building upon 
the relationship the my “little” and I established last year.”

Students and mentors will remain in the same Big/Little partnership for the upcom-
ing school year and will visit with each other twice a month.  During the visits, 
which occur during the students’ lunch period, students will eat lunch and play 
educational games with their adult mentors at the Exelon Generation headquarters 
in Kennett Square.  

“Mary D. Lang would like to extend our gratitude to both Exelon and Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters Southeastern Pennsylvania for their continued support,” stated Ms. 
McArdle.  

The program started in October of 2008 in order to show students career opportuni-
ties in a real-world setting.  However, at the end of the first year, it was clear that the 
bonds that were formed between students and their adult mentor evolved into strong 
connections and lasting friendships.  Mary D. Lang is excited to continue the pro-
gram and strengthen the connections among the students and their adult mentors.  

Picnic Reunites Students 
with Exelon Mentors

SAVE THE DATE
The Kennett Education Foundation (KEF) is preparing for 
our first annual fall run.  The event, called The Monster 
Mash 5K Dash, will be held Sunday, Novem-
ber 1, 2009 at 9:00.  The event will be-
gin with a Spooky Sprint for children 
to walk/run, while enjoying “treats” 
along the way.

This event is sure to be a memorable 
one.  Our first annual T-Shirt will be a contest 
offered to our elementary school students to de-
sign!

The event will offer pre-registration online for dis-
counted rates.

Please save the date and look for more information to come……..

Elementary Schools 
Pilot New Scheduling 
Model to Include Spanish 
and Library Research
This year the Kennett Consolidated School District’s elementary schools are piloting 
a new scheduling model.  The schools will follow a six-day cycle instead of the tra-
ditional Monday-Friday schedule. Many neighboring school districts are successfully 
implementing a six-day cycle.  

The six-day cycle will include Spanish instruction for students in grades first through 
fifth.   In addition, elementary school librarians will pilot their research and informa-
tion technology curriculum.  The addition of the Spanish instruction and new library 
curriculum will not reduce time spent in instruction of the core subject areas due to 
the six-day cycle scheduling.  

“We are very excited about the new scheduling model,” commented Greenwood 
Elementary School Principal Tracey Marino.  “We are looking forward to offering our 
students new opportunities at the elementary school level.”

The new scheduling model has numerous benefits including:

Spanish instruction and library research will be added to the first through fifth •	
grade program, as specials, fulfilling two components of the KCSD strategic 
plan.

Each teacher in a grade-level team has his/her prep time at the same time •	
every day, creating more continuity of instruction, consistency for students, and 
an optional grade level meeting time every day.

Shared special teachers will not have to travel between buildings during the •	
school day.
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Celebrating the Class of 2009
Of the 262 members of the Class of 
2009, 55% will attend a four-year 
college, 25% will attend a two-year 
institutions, 2% will enter the military, 
and 18% are either undecided or will 
work.
 
Members of the Class of 2009 were 
accepted to the following four- and 
two-year colleges and universities:

Albright College
Allegheny College
Alvernia University
Arcadia University
Art Institute of Philadelphia
Art Institute of Pittsburgh
Art Institute of York
Averett University
Bay State College
Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania
Boston University
Cabrini College
California University of Pennsylvania
Case Western Reserve University
Catholic University of America
Cazenovia College
Clemson University
Coastal Carolina University
Colby-Sawyer College
College of Charleston
College of William & Mary
Curry College
Delaware County Community College
Delaware Technical & Community College
Drexel University
Duquesne University
East Carolina University
East Stroudsburg University of 
   Pennsylvania
Eastern University
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania
Elizabethtown College
Elon Universtiy
Fashion Institute of Technology
Fisher College
Fordham University
Full Sail University
George Mason University
George Washington University
Global College of Long Island 
   University
Goldey-Beacom College
Goucher College
Green Mountain College
Greensboro College
Guilford College
Hampton University
Harcum College
Hofstra University
Hood College
Immaculata University
Indiana University of Pennsylvania
Ithaca College
James Madison University
Johnson & Wales University
King’s College
Kutztown University of Pennsylvania
LaSalle University
Lewis & Clark College
Lock Haven University of 
   Pennsylvania
Louisburg College
Loyola College in Maryland
Lycoming College
Lynchburg College
McDaniel College
McGill University
Millersville University of Pennsylvania
Misericordia University
Motorcycle Mechanics Institute
Mount Ida College
Neumann College
Northeastern University
Pace University

Pennsylvania State University
Pennsylvania College of Technology
Philadelphia University
Point Park University
Polytechnic Institute of New York University
Pratt Institute
Purdue University
Quinnipiac University
Robert Morris University
Rocky Mountain College
Rutgers, The State University of 
   New Jersey
Saint Joseph’s University
Savannah College of Art and Design
Seton Hall University
Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania
Siena College
Slippery Rock University of Pennsylvania
Sophia University
State University of New York at 
   Stony Brook
Suffolk University
Susquehanna University
Syracuse University
Temple University
Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology
Thomas More College
Towson University
Tulane University
University of Arizona
University of the Arts
University of Cincinnati
University of Connecticut
University of Delaware
University of Florida
University of Georgia
University of Hartford
University of Kentucky
University of Mary Washington
University of Maryland
University of Massachusetts
University of Michigan
University of North Carolina -
   Asheville

University of Pittsburgh
University of South Carolina
University of Southern California
University of Vermont
University of Toronto
Villanova University
Virginia Commonwealth University
Virginia Intermont 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
   State University
Virginia Wesleyan College
Waseda University

Washington College
Wesley College
Wesleyan University
West Chester University of Pennsylvania
West Virginia University
Wheaton College
Widener University
Wilson College
Winthrop University
York College of Pennsylvania
YTI Career Institute - Lancaster



Page 5

Celebrating the Class of 2009
Meet the Class of 2009

The most recent graduates of Kennett 
High School are as different as they 
come. They each chose a different path 
during their high school years, partici-
pating in a variety of activities to repre-
sent their personalities.  But together, 
they created something wonderful, 
improving the lives of all who came to 
know them. We’re pleased to give you 
a glimpse of just a few of these seniors 
who represent their class and the numer-
ous achievements they’ve made that have 
left an impact on our community.

Mitchell Frizell

Music has 
always been 
Mitchell 
Frizell’s pas-
sion. Dur-
ing his time 
at Kennett 
High School, 
he pursued 
music in 
nearly every 
outlet available. In concert band and 
woodwind ensemble, Mitchell played 
the bassoon. It was with this instrument 
that Mitchell was selected to partici-
pate in the District XII band for three 
consecutive years. During marching 
band season, Mitchell was the band’s 
drum major. In addition, he loves vocal 
performance which inspired him to 
participate in the high school’s chorus, 
show choir and chorale as well as singing 
in a regional chorus.

In tenth grade, Mitchell was involved in 
the high school’s performance of Little 
Shop of Horrors as the assistant director. 
The following year, he was selected for 
the leading role in Seussical the Musical as 
Horton the Elephant. He was also active 
in the orchestra for high school musicals.

Mitchell was selected to receive the 
prestigious United States Marine Corps 
Music Excellence Award. This award 
is given to a student with an interest in 
music who has shown great care for the 
school and community.

Mitchell is excited to attend Temple 
University in the fall to study music 
history. He’s eager to become involved in 
all aspects of music without the intensity 
of a music performance major. Mitchell 
hopes to one day become a music histo-
rian or librarian.

Anthony Shelton

National 
Merit Schol-
ar, Anthony 
Shelton, par-
ticipated in a 
wide variety 
of activities 
at Kennett 
High School 
while taking 
on a rigorous 
course load.  

He played the violin in orchestra and 
string ensemble for all four years. He 
was also in the National Honor Society, 

serving as the treasurer during his junior 
and senior year and was selected for the 
yearbook’s senior editing staff. Anthony 
was an active participant on the aca-
demic team where he was chosen as the 
JV captain during his junior year and 
captain his senior year.  He also served as 
president of the Spanish club.  

On top of his extracurricular activi-
ties, Anthony was enrolled in several 
Advanced Placement classes, earning 
him 36 college credits and a place in 
the top 5% of his graduating class. At 
graduation, Anthony was awarded the 
Principal’s Award for academics and citi-
zenship, in addition to the mathematics 
achievement award.  

“I love the teachers at Kennett High 
School,” commented Anthony. “They 
are caring people who are always willing 
to take the extra step in helping you 
succeed.”

Anthony will attend Pennsylvania State 
University in the fall, pursuing a degree 
in management. He was accepted into 
the prestigious Schreyer Honors College 
and was granted a full scholarship by the 
university. 

Eliza Spear

Eliza Spear 
was involved 
in a variety 
of activities 
at Kennett 
High School. 
She played 
on the high 
school’s field 
hockey team 
as a defender 
and made the varsity team her senior 
year. She also played softball for three 
years. In addition to sports, Eliza was 
a class officer for her first three years 
at Kennett High School.  As a class 
officer, she was responsible for leading 
fundraising efforts for class events and 
the junior prom. 

During her senior year, Eliza was a 
member of the photography club and 
National Honor Society.  Eliza’s inter-
est in photography led her to attend a 
special three-week trip to Ecuador with 
National Geographic where she learned 
about photo-journalism.  During this 
program she was asked to choose a topic 
and capture it through photography. 
Eliza told the story of the poverty in 
Ecuador through her photography. This 
summer, Eliza took a trip to Iowa where 
she helped rebuild homes that were af-
fected by a flood.  

In the fall, Eliza will attend the College 
of William and Mary in Williamsburg, 
Virginia, where she plans to study biol-
ogy.  She would like to focus on field 
studies and research. Her love for biol-
ogy was inspired by the Advanced Place-
ment Biology class she took at Kennett 
High School. “Mr. Reigel was a great 
teacher who showed me how interesting 
biology can be,” said Eliza.  “The class 
and Mr. Reigel made me want to learn 
more about the subject in college.”

Eliza is excited to go away to school and 
meet new people, but she will always 
miss Kennett High School. “Kennett 
High School is a really unique school,” 
she stated. “It is such a welcoming and 
friendly place.” 

At college, Eliza hopes to play ultimate 
Frisbee and field hockey. She also wants 
to get involved with the outdoors club.

Ben Petrak

Throughout 
high school, 
football 
was one of 
Ben Petrak’s 
greatest pas-
sions. He 
played sev-
eral positions 
throughout 
all four years, 
and during his senior year was the team’s 
quarterback. 

Ben was an All-American League player 
for two years and was recognized as the 
Honorable Mention All-Area player. Ben 
also ran track for three years where he 
placed third in the Chesmont 100-meter 
dash in his junior year.

He was a member of FBLA (Future 
Business Leaders of America) for three 
years and took many rigorous math-
ematics and sciences courses. Ben said he 
will miss his time spent at Kennett High 
School especially playing on the football 
team. “It will be hard to leave all of my 
friends and familiar faces of Kennett 
High School behind,” explained Ben.

Throughout high school, Ben developed 
a love for math and science. This interest 
inspired him to pursue a major in engi-
neering and he is looking forward to his 
studies at Widener University in the fall.  

He will also continue to play football for 
the university. He is excited to play col-
lege football as well as meet new people.

Kelly Giarrocco

Kelly Giar-
rocco’s love of 
community 
service and 
volunteer 
work was in-
corporated in 
almost every-
thing she did 
at Kennett 
High School. 
Kelly was the 
Earth club president during her junior 
and senior year where she was respon-
sible for organizing the Red Clay River 
clean-up, tree plantings and facilitating a 
recycling committee.  

In school, Kelly was always an honors 
student. She especially excelled in art 
and Spanish classes. Art is one of Kelly’s 
true passions. In addition to taking 
ceramics classes at the high school, she 
also enrolled in photography classes at 
Delaware College of Art and Design.

Kelly believes that it’s important for ev-
eryone to give back to the world which 
is why she has been so active in her 
community.  During her freshman and 
sophomore years, Kelly interned at the 
Kennett Square Farmer’s Market where 
she learned the importance of growing 
and buying local foods. 

Kelly has traveled to Costa Rica and 
Peru on separate occasions for month-
long service trips.  During her stay, she 
lived with host families and volunteered 
in orphanages.  “I wanted to completely 
immerse myself in the culture and give 
back,” Kelly stated. “Both trips were 
absolutely amazing experiences.”

Kelly is excited to attend the University 
of North Carolina in Asheville, North 
Carolina.  She plans to study a combi-
nation of art and business, and she says 
that she can’t wait to get involved in the 
community and continue her volunteer 
work.

Chelsea Lowe

Athletics has 
been part 
of Chelsea 
Lowe’s life 
for as long 
as she can 
remember. 
After four-
teen years of 
gymnastics, 
Chelsea 
added tennis and track at the start of her 
high school career. She played tennis for 
two years and then moved to managing 
the team during her junior and senior 
year. In track, Chelsea was on the varsity 
team for all four years, specializing in 
pole vaulting. With her father as her 
coach, Chelsea became the first female 
pole vaulter at Kennett High School.

Chelsea will continue pole vaulting for 
the track team at University of Mary-
land Eastern Shore which is a HBCU 
(Historically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities).   Continuing her love of athletics, 
Chelsea will major in exercise science 
which will help prepare her for a career 
in physical therapy. 

After meeting the pole vaulting coach, 
Chelsea is very excited to start at UMES. 
“I’m excited to have a coach on-hand,” 
Chelsea commented. “It will help me 
improve a lot and take that next step in 
pole vaulting.”

During her freshman and sophomore 
year, she was a member of the Earth 
club and FBLA (Future Business Lead-
ers of America). As a junior, Chelsea 
was the president  of the kinetic energy 
club, a community service club at the 
high school.  During her senior year, 
Chelsea also managed to work two jobs. 
She coached gymnastics at Karen Mar 
Gymnastics, the same studio where she 
was once a gymnast. She also worked at 
the retail store, Abercrombie and Fitch. 
Chelsea is very excited to start college in 
the fall. “I can’t wait to further my edu-
cation and gain some independence,” 
she stated.
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Eight Kennett High School rising ju-
niors were selected to attend the Exelon 
Generation summer internship program 
to experience a month-in-the-life of a 
corporate professional.  The Exelon Gen-
eration Power Team, a business segment 
of the corporation, hosts the program.  
Students were assigned mentors to work 
on projects and become familiar with 
the day-to-day activities of the energy 
and marketing functions of the corpora-
tion.  Sandra Moreno was one of the 
rising juniors selected for this program.  
Keeping a weekly journal of her experi-
ence, Sandra recalls her second week 
interning at Exelon Generation.   

This week was retail week. On Mon-
day morning, I met my new mentors, 
Tim Scanlon and Jerry West. Tim 
and Jerry are both part of the fuels 
group. Tim is in charge of making the 
predictions of how much coal will be 
needed for the generators and Jerry is 
in charge of making sure that the coal 
is delivered. 

After spending time with my mentors, 
we had Sheree Petrone, vice president 
of Exelon Energy, speak to us. On 
Tuesday, we had all day to work with 
our mentors. Tim gave me a project to 
do using Excel which included calcu-
lating the price of coal for Eddystone 
and Cromby and also calculating the 
price of gas for a generic gas plant. 
After I calculated the cost for each, 
I had to make a chart for the three 
and determine which plant would be 
cheaper to run. Then he asked me to 
perform a dynamic analysis in the coal 

emission and natural gas markets. 

After lunch I got to work with Jerry 
and he explained to me how they 
get the coal from the coal mines to 
the power plants, and how they have 
trains coming in all day every day! On 
Wednesday morning, Bill Berg talked 
to us about market rules. We also had 
Maureen Hinman talk to us about the 
importance of having a well-written 
resume. She gave us examples of good 
and bad resumes and encouraged us 
to fix our resumes. She said we could 
e-mail them to her so she can look at 
them and help us make them better. 

After lunch, we had an ice-cream 
social where many people introduced 
themselves to us.  We talked about 
what they do and where they went to 
college. On Thursday morning, we 
worked with our mentors. I finished 
working on my PowerPoint presenta-
tion and then talked to Kathy Willard 
who is in charge of buying coal for 
future years. 

At the end of the day we talked to 
Jesse Rogriguez. He is one of the 
lawyers at Exelon.  He gave us an 
overview of what he does for the 
company as a lawyer. On Friday, we 
toured Conowingo, a hydroelectric 
power plant in Maryland. We toured 
the whole power plant and got to see 
one of turbines while it was on and 
the huge generators. This week was a 
very interesting week!

My Summer Internship 
at Exelon Generation

With numerous summer activities 
offered, students throughout the 
Kennett Consolidated School District 
prepared for the upcoming 2009-2010 
school year in a variety of ways.  “The 
District understands the importance 
of keeping students engaged in learn-
ing in order to better prepare them 
for new school challenges in the fall,” 
commented Assistant Superintendent 
Dr. Victoria Gehrt.  

One particular summer program, 
offered to students in kindergarten 
through eighth grade, focused on 
improving students’ mathematics and 
reading skills.  Known as the Educa-
tional Assistance Program, or EAP, 
the program was a five-week summer 
camp that gave students the oppor-
tunity to continue their education 
throughout the summer.  

“The program gave students an extra 
opportunity to solidify and master 
state and local academic expectations,” 
explained Ms. Debbie Anderson, a 
fourth grade teacher at Greenwood 
Elementary School.  “Students felt 
more confident in their abilities after 
the five-week session.”  

This year, about 450 students spent 
four days a week with 35 certified 
District teachers.  Each class was lim-
ited to a maximum of 15 students to 
ensure the one-on-one work between 
teachers and students.

New Garden Elementary School first 
grade teacher Ms. Debra Ostanek has 
been teaching in the program since it 
started five years ago.  “I enjoy teach-
ing in the EAP because it gives me the 
chance to work with a small group of 
students,” explained Ms. Ostanek.  

Ms. Anderson agrees that the pro-
gram’s strong advantage is having small 
class sizes.  “It’s unique in that teachers 
and students work together, one-on-
one, on a specific subject area such as 
reading or mathematics,” commented 
Ms. Anderson.  “The small class size 
allows for teachers to know each 
student’s strengths and to know the 
areas that need to be focused on.  The 
one-on-one interaction also helps us 
to successfully customize our instruc-
tion.”

Due to the program’s past success, 
it was increased this summer to five 
weeks rather than four.  In addition, 
this year was also the first time the 
program collaborated with the Mi-
grant Education Program.  “This con-
nection was important because it was a 
way to further enhance the educational 
opportunities available to our students 
throughout the summer,” explained 
Mary Lynn Vincent, mathematics and 
science curriculum supervisor.  “By 
integrating the two programs, we were 
able to compliment the curriculum, 
adding a more well-rounded experi-
ence for students involved in both 

KCSD Students Prepare for Upcoming School Year

programs.”

In addition, Ms. Anderson pointed 
out that the program showed students 
an entire network of teachers and sup-
portive adults who care about them 
and are interested in helping them 
acquire new strategies and skills.  “We 

Working individually as well as in groups is one of the many benefits of the 
summer camp program.

hope that students will view the learn-
ing process as a year-round, life-long 
opportunity,” stated Ms. Anderson.  
“Success in school now means success 
in college and in a career later in life.”
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Greenwood Elementary 

School fourth grader Anton 

Sigge  practices the trom-

bone during a lesson with 

music teacher Mr. Eric Rut-

ledge.

New Garden Elemen-tary School teacher Jen DaBundo gathers with her second grade class for a reading activity!

Art teacher Ms. An-
drea Dunmire works 
with a student during 
a special art activity 
in the beginning of 
the school year.

Mary D. Lang Elementary 

School kindergarteners 

pack up their belongings 

and line up for the bus.

(L-R) Kennett High 

School students 

Zack Reinhardt, Car-

rie Carson, and Alex 

Fornoff take some 

time out during the 

school day to prac-

tice for concert 

band.

Ms. Maryann McNeff as-

sists students during the 

24 Game tournament.

In less than one year, the Kennett 
Consolidated School District has seen 
nearly 100 wikis become implemented 
in the elementary, middle and high 
school classrooms.  Wikis* are becom-
ing an increasingly integral part of 
a student’s educational experience; 
expanding instruction beyond the class-
room and giving students the opportu-
nity to actively engage in an academic 
and social environment.  

“Starting as a pilot program in Ms. 
Mary Ella Verdes’ academically tal-
ented classroom last year, the use of 
the wiki quickly grew throughout the 
District,” explained Mr. Daniel Magu-
ire, Classrooms for the Future (CFF) 
and District Instructional Technology 
Coach.  “Soon a small group of teach-
ers at Kennett Middle School began 
implementing wikis into their daily 
lessons and from there, it quickly grew 
in popularity among teachers.”

As a learning resource, wikis provide 
students an avenue for further class-
room discussion beyond the time 
allotted during the school day.  Mr. 
Maguire pointed out that the focus of 
the new technology is on content and 
the ways the District uses it to enhance 
the curriculum.  “It’s not just about the 
technology,” commented Mr. Maguire.  

New Technology Advances Within District
“It’s about the impact it has on instruc-
tion and how we, as a District, are focus-
ing on our student’s education.”

The wikis are highly secure and only 
accessible to the teachers and students 
who are con-
tributing to 
it.  They are 
not available 
to the public.  
Students access 
a wiki with 
log-in infor-
mation and a 
password.   

Ms. Alyse Hal-
pin, seventh 
grade reading 
teacher at the 
middle school introduced her students 
to wikis last year .  “The use of the wiki 
and other technologies such as blogs 
truly deepened the students’ connection 
to literature,” explained Ms. Halpin.  “It 
stimulated and motivated them to learn 
as well as encouraged them to partici-
pate in discussions.”

In only one short year, she already saw 
the positive impact the wikis had on 
her students.  “The wiki gave stu-
dents a voice,” stated Ms. Halpin.  She 

explained that even shy students were 
becoming more active in discussions on 
the wiki.  “They gained confidence and 
became more active learners.”  

Ms. Halpin is looking forward to bring-
ing reading 
and technology 
together again 
this year.  “The 
students loved 
working with 
the wikis,” 
commented Ms. 
Halpin.  “To see 
their faces light 
up when we dis-
cussed the wiki 
was amazing!”

Kennett High 
School Social Studies teacher Ms. 
Michael Waite agrees with Ms. Hal-
pin about the benefits of integrating 
wikis into the classroom.  “Wikis are a 
great way to infuse reading and writing 
into any core subject,” explained Mr. 
Waite.  “They are also a wonderful tool 
in actively engaging our students to 
participate in discussions outside of the 
classroom.”

In preparation for the increased use of 
wikis, the District’s technology depart-

ment established a Technology Help 
Wiki to serve as a resource for faculty 
and staff members.  The Technology 
Help Wiki will be formally introduced 
during several teacher in-service days 
prior to the start of the 2009-2010 aca-
demic school year.  

Information provided on this wiki in-
cludes guidelines, resources and answers 
to common questions pertaining to wi-
kis and other technologies in use within 
the District.  Mr. Mark Fisher and Mr. 
Dave King are instrumental in manag-
ing and posting content and materials 
on the Technology Help Wiki.  

The Technology Help Wiki is also used 
to address any new technology updates 
throughout the year and aims to make 
it easy for faculty and staff members to 
search for resources.  

“Our goal is to provide faculty and staff 
members answers to their technology 
questions within seconds,” stated Mr. 
Maguire.  “The wiki is a resource and 
tool that will serve as a place for teachers 
to go for all their technology needs.”  

*According to Webster’s Dictionary, a wiki is “a col-
laborative website whose content can be edited by 
anyone who has access to it.”
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To celebrate the hard work and success 
of the students who used the Study 
Island program throughout the school 
year, third graders at New Garden El-
ementary were surprised with a special 
luau party.  Homeroom parents helped 
organize the year-end party and set 
up a variety of luau games such as the 
limbo, hula-hoop contests, a coconut 
passing contest, mini-golf, and a “fla-
mingo stand” contest!

Implemented throughout the District 
at the elementary and middle schools, 
Study Island is a web-based program 
which helps elementary and middle 
school students master the material 
required by the Pennsylvania standards 
and prepare for the PSSA (Pennsyl-
vania System of School Assessment).  
Because it is web-based, students can 
access the instructional and diagnostic 
program from anywhere.  

Based on the Pennsylvania Assessment 
Anchors, Study Island is comprised 
of specific lessons and questions with 
immediate feedback and automated 
instruction.  New Garden Elementary 
School third grade teacher Ms. Jennifer 
Lewis used Study Island in her class-
room this past school year and believes 
that the instant feedback was a critical 
element to the success of the students.

“The program’s immediate feedback 
allowed me to differentiate instruction 
for students who did not understand 
certain topics and needed additional 
direct instructions,” explained Ms. 
Lewis.  “Together, the student and I 
knew right away if they were having 

New Garden Elementary Holds Luau for Study Island
trouble in certain 
areas and needed 
further assistance.”

Study Island also 
includes traditional 
assessments and inter-
active games with 
thousands of ques-
tions that constantly 
change.  Therefore, 
students get a deeper 
understanding of the 
concepts rather than 
just memorizing the 
answers. Ms. Beth 
Conrad, a third grade 
teacher at New Garden Elementary 
School, said that the program was very 
interactive and really engaged students 
in the learning process.  

“Students can leave messages and ques-
tions for their teachers on Study Island,” 
commented Ms. Conrad.  “Many 
students took advantage of this feature 
in order to share success about passing a 
topic or to request extra support when 
they found themselves struggling with 
an assignment.”  

The program is divided into sections 
targeting mathematics, reading and sci-
ence.  Each section consists of approxi-
mately 30 topics that correspond to the 
Pennsylvania standards.  Students work 
through each topic to reach a profi-
ciency level with each standard as they 
prepare for the PSSA.     

“In addition, teachers were able to set 
up specific assignments for students, 

providing enrichment and remediation as needed,” stated Ms. Conrad.  “The tests, 
worksheets and games all provided questions using a language and format consis-
tent with the state testing programs.  The various games really motivated students 
and they loved ‘playing’ them.”

The third grade classrooms incorporated the Study Island program into their 
weekly routine and used it throughout the entire school year.  Students worked on 
laptops both individually and with assistance from teachers and classroom instruc-
tional assistants.  Ms. Conrad said students enjoyed using the program, and she 
found that many students used Study Island on their free time both at school and 
outside of school.

“Everyone had a great time at the party,” stated Ms. Lewis.  “The students were 
absolutely thrilled that we recognized all of their hard work!”

(Left) Third grader Edwin Navarrete in Ms. 
Lewis’ classroom uses the Study Island 
program to prepare for the PSSA.

(Right) Students in Ms. 
Lewis’ and Ms. Decker’s 
classes play the hot co-
conut game at their spe-
cial luau party!

Just in time for the upcoming school 
year, the Kennett Consolidated School 
District’s new athletic field are ready 
and available for the fall athletic teams.  
The multi-purpose field will be used 
by soccer, lacrosse, and field hockey 
teams as well as other community 
athletic groups.

The athletic field are made of synthetic 
turf which requires low-maintenance 
and can be used everyday without 
excessive wear to the field.  Synthetic 
turfs maximize the use of the fields 
and allows for increased athletic activi-
ties for the District and community.  
Project highlights include:

Largest synthetic turf athletic •	
field installed this year in state of 
Pennslyvania 
Multi-purpose field for soccer, •	
lacrosse, and field hockey
A fieldhouse with a concession •	
area, public restrooms and athletic 
storage located on the eastern 
end of the site near South Walnut 
Street
Parking area located off South Walnut Street•	
Portable aluminum bleachers to be installed before the first event •	
Approximately 12 acres of the 30-acre site developed •	

The Kennett Consolidated School District would like to thank KC Con-
struction and Bob Smith Contractors for their dedication to the project.  
Despite the cold winter and rainy spring, they remained focused on the 
completion of the project.  

New Athletic Fields Ready for Fall Sports


