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Celebrating the Class of 2012
On June 15, the 316 members of the Class of 2012 walked down the steps of 
Kennett High School with their heads held high.  Students and administrators 
addressed the graduates, and success, anticipation, and lessons learned were among 
the recurring themes of the day. 

Here are a few selected quotes from commencement speakers, members of Kennett 
High School’s Class of 2012

INVOCATION

We must remember to take in every moment so that we don’t look back and wish 
we had paid more attention.  After years of hard work and dedication, today is a 
blessing we should embrace. Today is June 15th, 2012. Notice it, live in it, and be 
grateful for it.

  - Daise Bedolla

WELCOME

To every teacher, family member, administrator, tutor, boss, chauffeur, and friend 
who led us to this moment, we thank you. Without your watchful eyes and guiding 
lights, we would not be sitting here at this time, right now.

  - Nicole Moriello

1999

When I retell 
the stories of 
my years here, 
those stories 
won’t begin, “I 
remember the 
time when I . . 
.”  Instead, they 
will begin, “I 
remember the 
time when WE 
. . . .”  It is those 
memories that 
will truly enable 
us to hold on 
to the things we 
love, the things 
we are, and the 
things we wish to 
never lose.

  - Matthew Munson

2008

Four years ago … I was faced with a decision.  Though many members of the Class 
of 2012 were coming from the middle school … I was coming from an independent 
school … I made the decision to come to Kennett, and I am proud to say it has 
turned out to be the best decision of my life thus far.

  - Andrew Hiles

2010

On November 13, 2010, … I was walking through the doors of Kennett High 
School for the first time…  Because of the way I was received, it was easy to see that 
Kennett students were different from those at other schools I had attended … a spe-
cial mixture of academics and activities were preparing these students --- preparing 
me --- for life outside the walls of Kennett High School.

  - Barry Tomasetti, Jr.

2012

Inhale. Exhale. Take a deep breath 
and embrace this moment in time. 

While many have predicted that 
the world will end in 2012, they’re 
wrong.  The world isn’t ending this 
year.  As of today, June 15th, we’re 
just taking over.

  - Sonia Castano



Page 2

District Directory
KENNETT CONSOLIDATED 

SCHOOL DISTRICT
300 East South Street

Kennett Square, PA 19348
610-444-6600 

Fax: 610-444-6614
www.KCSD.org

Board of School Directors
Douglas B. Stirling, President
Heather Schaen, Vice-president
Michael Finnegan, Treasurer
Dr. George P. Drake, Jr., 
Shirley Annand
Aline Frank
Dominic Perigo
Rudy Alfonso
Janice Reynolds

District Office Administration
Dr. Barry Tomasetti, Superintendent
Mark T. Tracy, Director of Business 

Administration
Nancy L. Tischer, Director of Human 

Resources
Sharon Bennett, Director of Special Education
Robert J. Perzel, Director of Construction and 

Facilities
Jane Pedroso, Curriculum Supervisor for 

Language Arts and Social Studies
Mary Lynn Vincent, Curriculum Supervisor for 

Mathematics and Science

Kennett High School (grades 9-12) 
100 East South Street
Kennett Square, PA 19348
610-444-6620
Dr. Michael Barber, Principal
Raymond Fernandez, Assistant Principal
Dr. Tomorrow Jenkins, Assistant Principal
Jeffery Thomas, Assistant Principal and
Athletic Director

Kennett Middle School (grades 6-8)
195 Sunny Dell Road
Landenberg, PA 19350
610-268-5800 
John E. Carr, Principal  
Lorenzo DeAngelis, Assistant Principal  
Karen Gerlach, Assistant Principal  

Bancroft Elementary School
181 Bancroft Road
Kennett Square, PA  19348
610-925-5711
Leah McComsey, Principal

Greenwood Elementary School 
420 Greenwood Road
Kennett Square, PA 19348
610-388-5990
Tracey Marino, Principal

Mary D. Lang Kindergarten Center
409 Center Street
Kennett Square, PA 19348
610-444-6260 
Carla Horn, Principal

New Garden Elementary School 
265 New Garden Road
Toughkenamon, PA 19374
610-268-6900
Susan McArdle, Principal

Non-Discrimination Policy 

The Kennett Consolidated School District will not 
discriminate in its educational programs, activities, or 
employment practices, based on race, color, national 
origin, sex, sexual orientation, disability, age, religion, 
ancestry, union membership, or any other legally 
protected classification.  Announcement of this policy 
is in accordance with state and federal laws, including 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Sec-
tions 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
and the American with Disabilities Act of 1990.  
Kennett Consolidated School District students and 
parents who have an inquiry or complaint of harass-
ment or discrimination, or who need information 
about accommodations for persons with disabilities, 
should contact the Superintendent’s Office at 300 
East South Street, Kennett Square, PA  19348, tele-
phone (610) 444-6600.

The Kennett Consolidated
School District Newsletter 

is published by 
Kennett Consolidated School District

For questions or comments email 
us at 

PR@KCSD.org

All Around the Schools

Depicting historical figures such as 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, P.T. Barnum, 
Alicia Alonso, and Lord Robert Baden 
Powell, fifth grade students at Bancroft 
Elementary School transformed their 
classrooms into a wax museum.  

In preparation for the wax museum, 
students first had to choose a historical 
figure and read their biography. Students 
then wrote a five-paragraph essay on 
their chosen person which became the 
plaque in front of them as they stood 
as a wax statue.  Finally, the students 
wrote their own monologue and created 
a costume.

Fifth grade student Edwin Gonzalez 
chose to do his project on Cesar Chavez 
and explained that he chose Chavez 
because of his work to help migrant 
farm workers, saying, “He helped some 
of my relatives who were migrant farm 
workers.” 

Parents, friends, and students from every 
grade at Bancroft Elementary School 
had the opportunity to visit the muse-
um, where they found the fifth grade 
students dressed in costume and frozen 
in position. When a visitor pressed the 
button on a statue’s (student’s) stand, 
the student “came to life” and recited 
a speech enlightening the visitor to the 
importance of each historical figure.  

History Comes to Life at 
Bancroft Elementary School 

Fifth grade student Jonathan Bell 
explained why he chose Harry Houdini, 
saying, “I like people who do things that 
are outside the box.  He was very inter-
esting because he stood out.”

“This project is a great fit with the fifth 
grade curriculum in that it gives the stu-
dents practice writing an informational 
essay and provides them the opportunity 
for public speaking,” explained Ms. 
Kristin Carroll, one of the fifth grade 
teachers who ran the wax museum. 

Unsung heroes such as Ralph J. Bunche 
caught fifth grade student Wesley 
Reynolds’ imagination because he was 
in the CIA and was known for nego-
tiating a truce between Palestine and 
Israel for which he was awarded a Nobel 
Peace Prize.  Wesley also appreciates that 
Bunche was African-American.

“The project is an enjoyable way for the 
students to expand their horizons and 
learn about different heroes,” Ms. Car-
roll stated.  “I want them to know about 
the unsung heroes who shaped our 
world today.”

Teachers being teachable helped create 
community at two new schools this year 
as staffs were merged into each from 
three elementary schools.

Teachers and principals at Mary D. Lang 
Kindergarten Center and Bancroft Ele-
mentary were on the learning curve this 
year as they got to know one another 
and learned new ways of teaching from 
one another.  

Bancroft principal Mrs. Leah McCom-
sey said, “Teachers had chances to get 
to know each other and had to compro-
mise to figure out a way [to make things 
work].”  Early in the year as teams of 
teachers met to co-plan, Mrs. McCom-
sey heard comments like, “Well, at New 
Garden we did it this way.”  As the year 
progressed she overheard, “At Bancroft, 
we are going to do it this way.”  She said 
the school of 1st-5th grade students and 
teachers is melding into a community.

Students coming from three elementary 
schools to Bancroft Elementary were 
able to get to know each other through 
daily morning meetings, said Mrs. 
McComsey.  “They sit in a circle, greet 
each other, make eye contact and talk 
about activities for the day,” she said.

The sense of community is palpable, 
“Parents tell me they like the feel they 
get when they are in the building,” said 
Mrs. McComsey.

Mary D. Lang Kindergarten Center 
Principal Carla Horn said, “I knew it 
would be a challenge bringing all 335 
kindergarten students into one build-
ing and creating a team of teachers who 
came from different buildings.”  She 
drew on experience serving as assistant 
principal at New Garden for seven years 
and building a summer camp that qua-
drupled enrollment in eight years.

Miss Horn said she managed changes 
by “listening to parents’ viewpoints and 
being able to juggle ten things at a time.”

Teachers being open-minded helped 
create community at Mary D. Lang Kin-
dergarten Center.   “There’s been a lot of 
sharing and collaborating among teach-
ers when they meet to plan lessons and 
events,” Miss Horn said.  If a teacher 
explains a way of teaching a concept that 
is unfamiliar, others wanted to observe 
and try it out.  Miss Horn covered class-
rooms while teachers learned from one 
another.

At Bancroft Elementary, Mrs. McCom-
sey had a “split vision” for teachers and 
students this year:  building community 
and academics.  “I want to continue to 
build on the climate.  It is contagious, 
and the kids can feel that,” she said.  

Both principals said parents were inte-
gral to creating smooth transitions for 
the new schools this year.  They volun-
teered in the classrooms, went on field 

trips, and helped in the library and with 
special events.

To commemorate the first year at Ban-
croft, a time capsule was hidden in the 
building with items such as a yearbook, 
a faculty photo, the school’s song, a Ban-
croft bear, a fifth grade student’s essay, 
a school dedication program, a school 
map and a copy of the 2011-2012 dis-
trict calendar. 

The first class that passed through the 
Mary D. Lang Kindergarten Center will 
be commemorated in a Class of 2024 
photo.  An enlarged copy will be framed 
and hung in the lobby.

“The opening of a new school is a monu-
mental task,” said Kennett superinten-
dent Barry Tomasetti. “My hat is off 
to our faculty, staff and administrative 
groups at both buildings for putting in 
the time and effort to provide a positive 
learning experience for the children at 
both schools. We will take some time 
this summer to sit down and discuss 
areas of strength and also places where 
we can improve. Our goal will always 
be to provide the children the very best 
educational experience possible.”

Communities Grow at 
Bancroft and Mary D. Lang

Mara Castleton portrays Abigail Adams at Bancroft’s wax museum.
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To celebrate Earth Day and continue its study of invasive and native plants, Mr. 
Christopher Braunstein’s fourth grade class enjoyed a day of sun, sweat, and fun in 
Greenwood Elementary School’s Outdoor Classroom. 

To prepare, they learned about invasive plants and how they can spread rapidly to 
harm an environment by driving out local animals and insects. In turn, they learned 
that having an area with thriving native plants provides shelter and nourishment for 
local animals and insects.

At Greenwood’s Nature Trail there is a combination of native 
and invasive plants that make up an area for local animals and 
insects to live. In an effort to expand the livable and usable 
habitat for these locals, Room 23 planned its Earth Day 
endeavor. First, students identified the invasive plant spe-
cies that prohibit native plants and animals from flourishing. 
These plants included multi-flora rose, garlic mustard, and  
Japanese stilt grass. Next, they removed many of these plants 
and marked others for future removal. Lastly, they planted 
some native plant species to replace the invasive plants they 
removed. These native plants included bee balm, cardinal 
flower, red-twig dogwood, black sedge, and high-bush blue-
berries. It was an intense effort by the whole class!

The class ended the day with a scavenger hunt prepared by 
parent volunteers where students learned more great ways to 
conserve.  There are future plans to continue this project, so 
visitors to the Outdoor Classroom should keep an eye out for 
new native plants to take root and hopefully bring more local 
animals and insects!

(Above) Simon Comanda learned that 
the hole must be dug twice the size of 
the root ball before planting the native 
high-bush blueberry plants.

(Right) It was a long but fulfilling day of identifying, pulling, and 
planting; time to head back to the classroom for refreshments. 
(pictured from left to right: Sofie Lusvardi, Emily Kane, Jordan Nicol, 
Mr. Braunstein, and Lily Ehren).

Greenwood Gets Dirty for Earth Day

When parents and children read 
together, they bond.  Ms. Alice Ozma 
is living proof.  When she was nine 
years old her father made her a prom-
ise.  He would read to her for 100 
nights – without missing a night.  Ms. 
Ozma told students, “Once we met 
our reading promise, we could not 
stop.  We were on a reading streak for 
3,218 nights until my 
first night of college.”  
She said the time 
spent reading with 
her father created a 
special bond and a 
lifelong love of read-
ing.  

Ms. Ozma chronicled 
her story in her 
book “The Reading 
Promise: My Father 
and the Books We 
Shared.” Now Ms. 
Ozma encourages students to make 
their own reading promises. 

Ms. Ozma and her father visited 
Greenwood Elementary on a Friday 
evening in May to kick off Greenwood 
Elementary School’s Reading Promise 
initiative.  The night began with the 
pair telling their story to parents and 
their children. 

Then, students and parents were 
encouraged to make their own read-
ing promise, and an honor roll scroll 
was available for children to sign. “If 
students decided to make a reading 

promise to read together for 
a month, they were added to 
an honor roll,” said Ms. Jenna 
Joiner, Greenwood intervention 
specialist and one of the initia-
tive’s organizers.

After the assembly, parents and 
their children were invited to 

visit one of the 
reading rooms.  
Books were set 
up by genre, such 
as fiction, science 
fiction, etc., in 
different rooms, 
where parents and 
children spent 
time reading 
together.  Mean-
while, younger 
“squirmy” siblings 
were treated to 
a showing of the 

Oscar-winning animated short, 
“The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr. 
Morris Lessmore.”

Representatives from the Bayard Taylor 
Memorial Library and the Adult Literacy 
Program were in attendance to answer 
questions and provide information on 
programs.

Greenwood’s Reading Promise initiative 
included a month-long service project.  
Students participated by seeking pledges 
for reading a certain number of pages, 
chapters or books, depending on their 
reading ability. 

Overall, the project was a success with 
students reading 15,000 pages as part of 
their reading promises that ranged from 
30 to 100 days.

Additionally, nearly $2,300 was raised 
for the nonprofit organization Room to 
Read, which promotes reading programs 
in Asia and Africa.  In the past ten years 
Room to Read has opened more than 
13,000 libraries benefiting millions of 
children and enrolled more than 10,000 
girls in educational programs.  

Greenwood Elementary Reading Promise 
Benefits Students Here and Abroad

The students 
read 15,000 
pages as part 
of their reading 
promises that 
ranged from 
30 to 100 days.

Students and their parents posted 
comments on their reading progress on 
a wiki linked to the school’s web site.  
There, they could encourage each other 
to read and share what books they were 
enjoying. The wiki can be found at 
https://live.kcsd.org/display/reading-
promise/Make+A+Reading+Promise

“The goal of the project was to build a 
mind-set of reading for reading’s sake,” 
said Ms. Joiner. “The excitement of 
hearing students share the books they 
were reading demonstrated that we 
reached that goal.”

Ms. Alice Ozma and her father pose with Greenwood Elementary students at the kick-off event 
for Greenwood’s Reading Promise Initiative.
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Celebrating the Class of 2012
Congratulations to the Class of 2012
Ana Cristina Aguilera Juarez 
Cassandra Nicole Allard 
Evan James Allvord Itsel 
Ashanty Alvarado Torres 
Lisa Marie Alvarez
Zachary Angeline
Alex Matthew Arriaga
Daniel Fernando Arriaga
Tania Arroyo Bedolla
Cristina Avila
Diego Avila Lopez
Teofanes Avila Lopez
Ruben Ayllon Ortiz
Juan Carlos Ayllon Tapia
Lizbeth Viridiana Baez Castaneda 
Paul Roman Baeza Hernandez 
Colby Lynn Ball
Tyler Vincent Barczak
Jacqueline McKellar Barto
Miles Avery Bearden
Kaitlyn Nicole Beauchamp 
Alejandra Bedolla Vazquez
Daise Nalleli Bedolla Zavala 
Courtney Nicole Bennett
Adam James Berlin
Olga Yuritsi Bernal 
Bernal 
Nathaniel Chrysostom 
Boley 
Taylor Jake Bond
Paul Michael Boris
Ethan John Botkin
Tyler David Boyer
Evan Michael Breen
Lindsay Elise Brennan
David Jeffrey Britting-
ham 
Matthew Everett 
Bruhn
Kiara Carmen Burgos
Orlando Burgos, Jr.
Michelle Elizabeth 
Byrnes 
Yolitzin Camilo Morales
Clayton Charles Campbell
Leslie Simone Diaz Carandang 
Alexa Joy Casale
Alejandro Isidoro Castaneda Ayala 
Veronica Castaneda Bernal 
Alfredo Castaneda Castaneda 
Daniel Castaneda Tapia
Sonia Castano Garcia
Hunter Fox Chambers
Zachary Chew
Angel Eduardo Chimal Rodriguez 
Phillip Andrew Church
Catherine Anna Cicholski 
Sean Edward Clark 
Chandler Merrill Clemens 
Tiffany Naomi Colon Rivera 
William Mackenzie Colvin 
Margaret Mae Costello 
Christopher Barry Coughlan 
Ashley Nichole Cox
Maggie Ellen Curran
Heidi Katri Maria Danska
Amy Michele Davis
Morgan Taylor Davis
Zachary Erik DellaVecchia 
Madelyn Marie Denney 
Michael James DeStefano
Paul Raymond Dewalt
Elisabeth Ann DiAngelis
Alyssa Renee DiFrancesco 
Hadley Simon Dole
Johanna Clare Ehrenthal Doren 
Christopher Drennan
Benjamin Christopher Dumicich 
Elisha Kent Kane Dupont 
Everitt Burns Dupont, Jr.
Nancy Duran
Janira Duran Gonzalez
Sarah Ann Durkin
Shannon Mary Durkin
Vanya James Eastman
Jose Luis Escobar Hernandez 
Andres Estrada Ibarra
Jeanine Marie Evangelista 
Joanne Monique Evangelista 
Thomas Fabrizio
Selina Grace Alice Faulkner 
Marissa Anne Ferrighetto
Lisa Miriam Finfrock
Victoria Gene Fleming
Fredy Flores Ayllon

Jennifer Flores Rivera
Jose del Carmen Flores Soto
Marina Flores Soto
Kyle John Florschutz 
Alexander Stuart Fornoff 
Delaney Loree Fox
Kimberly Lynne Frazier
Oliver Maxwell Fredericks 
Lucas Julian Freire
Matthew Craig Fulton, Jr. 
Molly Maureen Gallagher 
Mayra Garcia Aguirre
Maria Guadalupe Garcia Nino 
Octavio Garcia-Juarez
Salud Gaytan Lemus
Michael Gift
Carlos William Johnny Gomez 
Noelle Lauren Graden
Kara Patricia Granger
Danielle Michele Guizzetti 
Alejandra Gutierres Quintino 
Robert Joseph Haftl
Tyler James William Hall 
Colleen Caroline Hammond 
Paul Alexander Hannum

Emily Ann Hanson
Nichole Elizabeth 
Hartz
Tyler Ryan Haznedar
Julie Minna Henk
Ruben Hernandez 
Garcia 
Daniel Hernandez 
Garduno 
Junior Herrera
Robert Oliver Hicks
Andrew Wyn Hiles
Brianna Hill
Victoria Rose 
Himelstein 
Alicia Marie Hobson
Shawn Devan 

Holmes
Emily Taylor Hoopes
Sabrina Helene Hubert
Connor Michael Hughes
Lucie Elizabeth Hughes 
Spencer Joseph Hyland 
Christian Adolfo Ibarra Aguilar 
Donnalee Maria Jaimes
Kevin Randal Jester
Katelyn Rose Johnson
Allegra Eileen Kellorgg
Molly Alexandra King
Adrianna Marie Klecha
Kenshi Kobayashi
Natalie Regina Kogut
Caleb Charles Kolman
Ashley Nicole Kroh
Luis Omar Lara Caamargo
Sergio Lara Tenorio
Andrew Ryan Leaberry
Alejandra Yannet Lemus
Gustavo Adolfo Lemus Villalobos 
Cristian Miguel Lemus Zavala 
Jonatan Leon-Ruiz
Emily Jesica Lessner 
Tommy Lee Lewis 
Keith Theodore Libert 
Summer Ranxia Lin 
Michael John Linton, Jr. 
Kristen Marie Lobb 
Stephanie Lopez
Stephanie Alice Lopez-Contreras 
Ricardo Luna Magana 
Deny Macedo Varela
Trevor Ford Maling
Zhenya Pol Maling
Gina Maria Mancino
Victoria Marini
Glenn Fairyn Marks
John Patrick Marshall
Lorenzo Luis Martinez
Stephanie Marie Martinez
Sandy Martinez Diaz
Lucero Guadalupe Martinez Garcia 
Alexis Uvaldo Martinez Morales 
Nicole Elizabeth Marx
Gabriela Mata Lopez
Caitlin Blair Matthews
Loren Mayer McCarthy
Erica Leigh McClain
John McDonough Fisher
Jordan Thomas McGlone
Matthew Paul McGuire

Kristy Marie McLaughlin
Wade Richard McLaughlin
Brandon John McMillen
Madeline Amparo Melendez Gomez 
Alexandra Rose Menzione
Charles Anthony Merulla
Serena Lynn Metz
Gina Renae Middleton
Haley Davena Milloway
Amber Marie Mineo
Maxwell Alex Minka
Bridget Nicole Mixon
Osiel Morales Aguilar
Rafael Morales-Aguilera
Karen Jazmin Moreno
Alan Moreno Mendiola
Nicole Francesca Moriello 
Zachary Ira Mosicant
James Douglas Mousley, Jr. 
Amira Michelle Mull
William Andrew Mullen 
Matthew Robert Augusta Munson 
Elizabeth Yuriko Murashige 
Trinidad Murillo
Justin Lewis Murphy 
Alexander Haydn Myers 
Justin Edward Myers 
Patrick George Myers 
Eloisa Navarrete Arroyo 
Peter James Nelson
Eric James Nordgren
Dorian Vianney Nunez Villalobos 
Sydney McMinn Oates
Salomon Ocampo
Brennan John O’Connell
Teresa Jacquelin Ortiz Ayllon 
Ibet Ortiz Flores
Guadelope Ortiz-Rosas
Jose Manuel Oseguera Lopez 
Leah Anne Oyler
Scott William Palmer
Sheevangi Prakash Pathak 
Juvenal Pedroza
Edgar Fernando Pena Olivo 
Manuel Perez Villalobos
Chelsea Alana Perkins
Arthur Matthew Perrone, Jr. 
Nicolette Marie Petragnani 
Alexander James Petra
Zachary Adam Pezzner
Daniel Anthony Phillips
Aaron Samuel Pickard
Elizabeth Marie Powers 
Kassandra Quintana 
Samuel Quintero Barrera 
Kathryn Ann Ramagano 
Nora Tate Ransick 
Rigoberto Reynaga 
Brianna Rivera
Yessica Cecilia Rivera Navarro 
Gustavo Rodriguez Castaneda 
Emely Marie Rodriguez Russi 
Marisela Rodriguez
Eldon Stone Ross
Stephen A. Rossi
Kathleen Marie Rzucidlo
Rian Noel Salasin
Armando Salinas Oseguera 
Ethan Samuel Saltzberg
Hugo Noel Sandoval 
Stephanie Catharine Schnitzler 
Wesley Macanas Schwarz 
Gabrielle Lauren Seamon 
Amar Sharma
Abigail Marie Sheehan
Brock Evan Sheets
Amanda Jane Shelton
Cara Jane Sheridan
Jonathan Tyler Shillingford Coll 
Jamie Lynn Shinn
Jay Christian Singer
Brittany Marie Skodzinski
Anna Jubilee Smith
Jamie Nicole Smith
Timothy James Smith
Scott James Standish
Emma Kelsey Starr
Evan Thomas Stout
Joseph Howard Swift
Sarah Elizabeth Talamonti-Peyton 
Anna Nicole Tansley
Analleli Tapia Ayllon
Giselle Taraboletti
Ellen Marie Teasley
Wesley Terpning

Deanna Marie Tiernan
Joseph Michael Tighe
Jeffrey Robert Tinkoff
Barry William Tomasetti, Jr.
Anthony John Torello
Jose Angel Torres, Jr. 
Timothy Nicholas Trachok 
Taylor Dorothy Transue 
Kaitlyn Elizabeth Troy 
Carlos Trujeque Arellano 
Jake Thomas Tully
Daniel Michael Tumolo
Stephen Brent Valentine, Jr.
Ryan Jacob Van Voorhis
Natacha Michelle Vasquez Lippians 
Elizabeth Kate Vaughan
Haley Ann Vaughn
Jasmin Elaina Vazquez
Eduardo Vega Castaneda
Tatiana Nicole Velez
Rosendo Cristian Villafuerte Vega 
Terron M. Villicana
Jonathan Geovanni Villicana Ruiz
Morgan Isaac Waddell 
Emily Rae Wagner 
Samantha Marie Walls 
Margaret Mary Weeks 
Seth Aaron Wheeler 
Lauren Jade Whiting 
Gary Edward Williamson 
Rachel Ana Wolter 
Cristian Zamores
Diego Zavala Gonzalez 
Sergio Zavala Lopez 
Celene Zavala Luna 
Alejandro Zavala Zavala 
Erik Zavala Zavala
Mayra Zavala Zavala 
Jennifer Zurita Lemus 
Federico Zurita Martinez 
Aldo Isbrain Zurita-Fonseca
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The American Mushroom Institute’s Community Awareness Scholarship ..........Salud Gaytan & Ricardo Luna 
The Corene Amoss Award ..................................................................................Marissa Ferrighetto 
The Susan B. Annand Creative Writing Scholarship.............................. .............Ellen Teasley 
The Susan B. Annand Memorial Scholarship.............................. .......................Elisabeth DiAngelis 
The Applestone Foundation, Inc., Scholarship.............................. .....................Alejandra Bedolla, Daise Bedolla, Olga Bernal, Cristian   

                                                        Lemus, Ricardo Luna, Emely Rodriguez, Anna Smith,  
                                                        Aldo Zurita-Fonseca 

The Art Honor Society Award................................. ..........................................John Marshall & Loren McCarthy 
The Kennett Rotary Club Harvey Atkinson Memorial Music Scholarship..........Andrew Hiles 
The Andrew J. Augustine PTO Scholarship............................................... ........Sean Clark 
The Be Driven Scholarship in Memory of Jay Middleton*......................... ........Amira Mull 
The Becker Locksmith Services, Inc., Scholarship..……............................ ........Fredy Flores 
The Jonathan Beech Scholarship*……............................................…. .............Ellen Teasley 
The Horace W. Cloud, Jr. & Sara E. Thomas Cloud Memorial Scholarship*......Ashley Cox 
The Helen Corson Peace Prize........................................................... ................Chelsea Perkins 
The Barbara DeCarlo Scholarship.................................................. ....................Timothy Trachok 
The Robert A. DePippo Scholarship.................................................... ..............Emily Hanson 
The Victoria Fidanza Dickens Scholarship...................... ...................................Andrew Hiles 
The Eugene & Mary DiFilippo Scholarship.................... ...................................Kassandra Quintana 
The E. Kneale Dockstader Foundation Scholarship........ ...................................Gabrielle Seamon 
The Garage Community and Youth Center Scholarship*............................. ......Guadelope Ortiz-Rosas & Gabriela Mata 
The Genesis HealthCare Scholarship…....……........... ......................................Colby Ball 
The George Family Award for Outstanding Creativity... ....................................Ethan Saltzberg 
The Greenwood Elementary PTO Scholarship............... ...................................Nicole Moriello 
The Kennett Rotary Club George Holman Memorial Scholarship .....................Gina Mancino 
The Carol Karkosak Scholarship* ......................................................................Katelyn Johnson 

The KCESP Scholarship ......................................................................................................... Sonia Castano 
The KCSD Board of Education Award for Greatest Growth ................................................... Seth Wheeler 
The KCSD Board of Education Award for Excellence in Vocational Education ...................... Alicia Hobson & Joseph Swift 
The Kennett Alumni Association Scholarship ......................................................................... Sydney Oates & Jay Singer 
The Kennett Amateur Theatrical Society Award ...................................................................... Maxwell Minka 
The Kennett Education Foundation Scholarship*.......... ......................................................... Allegra Kellorgg 
The Kennett Education Foundation Angel Scholarship*..... .................................................... Rosendo Villafuerte 
The Kennett High School Blue Demon Award ....................................................................... Stephanie Martinez & Barry Tomasetti 
The KMS PTO Teacher Appreciation Scholarship*......... ....................................................... Phillip Church 
The Kennett Square Historical Commission Award for Excellence in History .........................  Joanne Evangelista 
The KHS All-Around Student Scholarship*........ .................................................................... Sean Clark 
The KHS Faculty Sunshine Scholarship........................ .......................................................... Summer Lin 
The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholarship .......................................................................... Angel Chimal, Morgan Davis, 

Salud Gaytan, Ibet Ortiz, Mayra 
Zavala

The Krapf Bus Company Scholarship ..................................................................................... Stephen Valentine 
The Mary G. Leonard Memorial Award.................................................................................. Nicolette Petragnani 
The Lions Club of Kennett Square Scholarship ...................................................................... Alejandro Castaneda 
The Cameron Logan Scholarship ............................................................................................ Aldo Zurita-Fonseca 
The London Grove Grange #63 Scholarship ........................................................................... Margaret Weeks 
The John Michael Manfredi Memorial Scholarship ................................................................ Brock Sheets 
The Jeanne Ramsey McCune Scholarship ............................................................................... Anthony Torello 
The Wesley McDowell Scholarship ......................................................................................... Kaitlyn Troy 
The Donald McKelvie Memorial Chemistry Award*........ ...................................................... Leslie Carandang 
The Mercer Restorations, Inc., Scholarship ............................................................................. Carlos Trujeque 
The Grace Merrick Memorial Award ...................................................................................... Emily Lessner 
The Sara Chandler Merrick Scholarship ................................................................................. Cara Sheridan 
The Sandra E. Miller Award ................................................................................................... Nathaniel Boley 
The Evelyn Moyer Memorial AP English Award ..................................................................... Daise Bedolla 
The Evelyn Moyer Memorial AP German Award .................................................................... Johanna Doren 
The Evelyn Moyer Memorial AP Spanish Award..................................................................... Leslie Carandang 
The Raymond Moynihan Memorial Prize ............................................................................... Matthew Bruhn 
The Claire M. Mulvaney Prize ................................................................................................ Ellen Teasley 
The Mary Myers McComsey Scholarship ............................................................................... Abigail Sheehan 
The Nelms Economics Prize ................................................................................................... Anna Tansley 
The New Garden Elementary PTO Scholarship ..................................................................... Giselle Taraboletti 
The New Garden Monthly Meeting of Friends Scholarship .................................................... Gustavo Rodriguez 
The Anna M. Ott Memorial Physical Education Award*...... .................................................. Emma Starr 
The Ray Lyman Ott Memorial Award for Music*.............. ..................................................... Leslie Carandang 
The Ralph Parrett, Jr. Memorial Scholarship*................. ........................................................ Brianna Rivera 
The Joseph R. Peirson Scholarship.......... ................................................................................ Brittany Skodzinski & Tatian Velez 
The Roscoe Peters Memorial Award...................... .................................................................. Ryan Van Voorhis 
The Richard J. Posey Law Enforcement Scholarship ............................................................... Bridget Mixon 
The Principal’s Award ............................................................................................................. Sheevangi Pathak 

The Russell A. Reidinger, Jr. Memorial Prize .......................................................Natacha Vasquez 
The Russell A. Reidinger, Sr. Memorial Prize .....................................................Christopher Coughlan 
The Steve Robison Memorial Scholarship ..........................................................Keith Libert & Ashley Cox
The Rubinstein’s Office Plus Visual Arts Award .................................................Victoria Himelstein 
The Forrest R. Schaeffer Scholarship*....................... .........................................Kaitlyn Beauchamp 
The Sinton Air Conditioning & Heating Scholarship ........................................Jake Tully 
The Southern County Chamber of Commerce Scholarship ...............................Heidi Danska 
The Susan Spahn Memorial Scholarship ............................................................Daniel Tumolo 
The Nancy Stees Memorial Biology Award*................... ....................................Emily Lessner 
The Aaron Taylor Summers Memorial Scholarship ............................................Salomon Ocampo 
The Swayne-Campbell-Testa VFW Post #5467 Award .......................................Tyler Haznedar 
The Emma Taylor and Joanna Taylor Nieweg Scholarship .................................Noelle Graden 
The Scott Thompson Student Assistance Scholarship .........................................Glenn Marks 
The Alvin Wakeland Memorial AP English Award .............................................Ashley Cox 
The Alvin Wakeland Memorial AP Latin Award ................................................Christopher Coughlan 
The Alvin Wakeland Memorial Award ...............................................................Leslie Carandang & Christopher Coughlan 
The James G. Warburton Memorial Scholarship*........ ......................................Daise Bedolla 
The Kenneth R. Webb Citizenship Award .........................................................Margaret Costello 
The John M. Whiteside Scholarship ..................................................................Christopher Coughlan 
The Advisor’s Cup .............................................................................................Nicole Moriello
The W. Earle Rupert Memorial Cup ..................................................................Christopher Coughlan

*made available by individual or group donations through the Kennett Education Foundation

Celebrating the Class of 2012
Scholarships & Awards
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Teacher Input and Extracurricular  
Interests Impact Seniors’ Direction
There is reason to celebrate this graduation season.  Our Kennett High School graduates worked hard, persevered through hardships, and will continue to make a difference 
in the world.  In giving you a glimpse into the lives of our graduates, we would like to introduce you to the following students who represent this year’s class. 

Selina 
Faulkner

Selina 
Faulkner is 
planning 
to study 
international 
relations to 
seek peace 

in conflict areas 
or help keep peace where trouble is 
brewing.  The award-winning Model 
UN representative said, “My dad is a 
Brit, my mom is from New Jersey, and 
NPR is always on at our house,” which 
shaped her worldview.  Selina helped 
plant an organic garden at Brandywine 
Valley Association with the Earth Club.  
“As a mom explained the garden to her 
small children, it was nice to see them 
interested in it.”  Selina, an honor roll 
student, is waiting to hear where she 
will be studying in the fall - the United 
Kingdom or Ireland. Her first choice is 
the University of Edinburgh.

Caleb  
Kolman

Football, 
lacrosse, 
boxing and 
volunteer-
ing at church 
kept Caleb 
Kolman busy 

during his time at Kennett High School.  
He earned varsity letters and a place 
on the honor roll.  He said he’s played 
left tackle a long time and had to work 
hard because he is “undersized on the 
line.”  His proudest accomplishments 
are finishing high school and enlisting 
in the Marines.  Caleb is on a mis-
sion to become an FBI field agent.  He 
researched the job and found most agents 
have military backgrounds.  He will com-
plete basic training this summer and will 
then head to West Chester University in 
the fall to study criminal justice while 
serving as an active Reservist.

Tori 
Himelstein

Tori 
Himelstein 
likes to paint 
realistic scenes 
with oils.  She 
said, “My sis-
ter convinced 

me to paint a 
guy with ‘hot abs.’” When a woman at 
Tyler School of Art interviewed Tori for 
college entrance and saw that particular 
painting she exclaimed, “I wish more stu-
dents painted like this!”  Tori will head to 
Tyler this fall.  She said, “Art has always 
been a part of me, and I want to broaden 
my range of possibilities.”  She also wants 
to study earth and space science. 

Kristen 
Lobb

Kristen 
Lobb and 
her fam-
ily have 
much to 
cheer about.  
Kristen was 

diagnosed with dyslexia and worked 
hard several years to overcome this chal-
lenge.  Her competitive spirit helped 
her persevere in her high school stud-
ies despite demanding cheerleading 
practices and travels.  “I did homework 
on two-hour rides, three days a week 
to practices in Mechanicsburg, Pa.”  
Kristen also wrote papers on planes 
while flying to competitions.  Her hard 
work paid off:  her team won a national 
championship in 2010, and she earned a 
$17,000-per-year national merit scholar-
ship.  She plans to attend Florida Insti-
tute of Technology to study accounting.  
“I want to get my master’s degree and 
become a CPA.”

Cristian 
Lemus

Cristian 
Lemus’ smile 
and compas-
sion shine 
through 
when he 
talks, which 

may explain 
why he served as Humanitarian Club 
president, a member of the student 
council, and historian for his class dur-
ing his junior and senior years.  He also 
participated in Upward Bound.  Cris-
tian came from Mexico in third grade 
and said, “The [KCSD] community was 
very welcoming.  I was treated as part of 
the family.”  

He enjoys helping people.  At Kennett 
High School Cristian started the Pulsera 
Project and raised $3,000 in two years 
to help Nicaraguan mothers and chil-
dren who live in shelters.  He also talks 
to seniors in a retirement home and 
helps “little kids in the neighborhood” 
with homework.  Cristian will attend 
Bloomsburg University, and although 
he is currently undecided he is leaning 
toward majoring in psychology.

Ethan  
Saltzburg 

Ethan 
Saltzburg is 
taking a gap 
year before 
he heads to 
Northwest-
ern Univer-

sity to study 
radio, television and film.  This summer 
he will pre-edit videos at NBC Studios 
in New York during an internship.  
Afterwards, Ethan plans to visit friends 
and family across the U.S.  When he 
is home, he will work on soft news 
features at Teleduction in Wilmington, 
Del.  

He credits Mr. Frank Vanderslice, tech-
nical arts teacher, for helping him learn 
about video production.  At Kennett 
High School, Ethan helped produce 
K-TV newscasts.  He also produced a 
video that was shown at the Main Line 
Film Festival and another that placed 
fourth at the Future Business Leaders of 
America’s state contest.  

Ethan is a percussionist and participated 
in marching band, indoor drumline, 
jazz band, and concert band.  He was 

a National Honor Society member for 
two years.

Angel 
Chimul 
Rodriguez

Angel 
Chimul 
Rodriguez 
said he was a 
“troublemak-
er” in middle 

school but now wants to work for the 
FBI.  Thanks to Ms. Loretta Perna, 
WIN Program Director, Angel said he 
changed his “friends and morals,” and 
began to concentrate on school work 
and sports rather than “the streets.”  He 
said, “Ms. Perna told me about educa-
tion and that if I want to make more 
money to help my family, I needed to 
go to college.”  Angel was awarded an 
$11,000 academic scholarship to attend 
Immaculata University; he plans to 
major in criminal justice.  

At Kennett High School, Angel was 
the 2012 track and field team captain, 
played soccer four years, ran cross coun-
try, and participated in WIN and the 
Spanish Club.  Angel came from Mexico 
five years ago and will be the first person 
in his family to attend college.  “I want 
to have a better future for my family 
and me and show others they can follow 
their dreams,” he said.

Allegra  
Kellorgg

Allegra Kel-
lorgg said, “I 
love to bake 
and cook.  It 
is the only 
thing I can 
see myself 

doing.”  She 
began baking in eighth grade and start-
ed making scones and cookies at Liz 
Marden Bakery six months ago. She will 
hone her baking and pastry skills in a 
three-year Culinary Institute of America 
program starting July 31.  Friends asked 
Allegra to bake the seniors’ dinner dance 
cake that served 200.  She dreamt up 
a three-layer vanilla and caramel sheet 
cake with chocolate mousse, Oreo 
cookie crumbles, and buttercream frost-
ing which was topped with a fondant 
graduation cap and diploma.  

This honor roll student also enjoys 
ceramics, both hand-building and work-
ing on the wheel.

Daise 
Bedolla

Daise 
Bedolla has 
15,000 fol-
lowers on her 
fashion blog, 
wildthicket.
tumblr.com.  

She taught 
herself HTML computer code to be 
able to design where photos and text 
are placed on her blog.  She creates four 
posts weekly.  

Although Daise received $32,000 in 
scholarship offers from La Salle Uni-
versity and Savannah College of Art 
and Design, she will attend Emerson 
University.   She wants to pursue fashion 
journalism and write for The New York 
Times’ style blog.  “Fashion involves so 
many mediums, like art and music.”  
She described a collection of dresses 
with van Gogh scenes that previewed 
as classical music played.  Daise partici-
pated in Kennett High School’s musicals 
and plays and was in the drama, French 
and Spanish clubs.  

Stephen  
Valentine

When Stephen 
Valentine 
was recover-
ing from a 
baseball injury 
he found his 
career path.  

He tore his 
ACL and needed surgery.  “I liked the 
atmosphere at physical therapy.  It was 
relaxed, I had a good time and decided 
I could do it to help people,” he said.  
Having recovered, Stephen will play 
baseball at Eastern University and major 
in physical therapy and biology.  After 
his second year as Kennett High School 
shortstop, Mr. Dustin Mott, baseball 
coach and geometry teacher, asked 
Stephen what colleges he was consider-
ing where he could play baseball.  “Up 
to that point, I had not thought about 
it.  After we talked, I was on a mission 
to put my name out there for colleges,” 
said Stephen.  He played outfield as 
a junior, and center field as a senior, 
which will be his position at Eastern 
University.

Emma Starr

Emma Starr 
is an athlete 
and wants to 
stay connect-
ed to athletes 
by studying 
kinesiol-
ogy at George 

Mason where she earned a full scholar-
ship to play soccer.  Emma said, “I have 
always been interested in sports and how 
the body works.  I want to be a trainer or 
work with a team so I will be connected 
with athletics.” 

While she was at Kennett High School 
she was very connected with soccer.  
Emma was on the varsity soccer team 
as a freshman.  In tenth grade she made 
second team all-conference.  During 
her junior year, Emma made first team 
all-conference and was named runner-up 
MVP.  She was also invited to participate 
in a national soccer camp in California.  

Emma also ran cross county and broke 
the Kennett High School girls’ 5K record.  
She went to district track meets all four 
years of high school.  She also played 
basketball one year and sang in chorus.  
Looking over her time at Kennett High 
School, Emma said Mr. Shawn Duffy 
wove life lessons into his economics class.  
“I know those lessons will help more in 
life than any class lesson,” she said.  
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An author in Australia chatted face-to-
face with New Garden Elementary third 
grade students in their classroom thanks 
to their student teacher and technology.

Miss Alicia Penny, a West Chester Uni-
versity senior, researched authors who 
visit classrooms for free by using Skype.  
This internet-based program connects 
both parties’ computer web cameras 
allowing people to see and hear one 
another on their computers.

Miss Penny presented the virtual author 
visit idea to lead teacher Mrs. Heather 
Jernegan.  The elementary education 
major and reading minor read “Nim’s 
Island” by Wendy Orr to make sure it 
was appropriate for the students.  Nim 
is a girl with a wild imagination and 
animal friends who was stranded on an 
island after her dad was lost at sea.  The 
book became a movie in 2008.

To prepare for the author visit, Miss 
Penny created learning activities. She 
had students predict the book’s topic 
and story line by showing them clues:  a 
stuffed lizard, a map and a seashell.  

She and Mrs. Jernegan read one or two 
chapters aloud to students each day for 
several weeks.  “They were excited to 
come to our classroom reading space 
and listen to the next chapter of the 
story.  While reading, Miss Penny had 

New Garden Students Skype 
with Author from Down Under 

students confirm or change their story 
predictions,” said Mrs. Jernegan.

After finishing the book, Miss Penny 
gave students biographical information 
about Mrs. Orr.  Many students also 
researched the author’s background.

As a final preparation for their Skype 
interview with Mrs. Orr, the students 
wrote “thick” questions to get more than 
“yes” or “no” answers about her books 
and life as an author.

On the big day, Mrs. Orr read the first 
few paragraphs of her book and told 
students, “It sounds different when the 
author reads the book.”  She continued 
by explaining, “I wrote the book the first 
time when I was your age.  I thought I 
would like to run away and live on an 
island all by myself.”  

One student asked her, “Which of the 
people in Nim’s Island would you like to 
be?”  Mrs. Orr said, “Nim,” because she 
was braver than the other characters.

“Did you like the movie version?” anoth-
er student asked.  “Yes, I did.  I was for-
tunate.  I had a movie in my head, and 
it matched the movie that was on the 
screen.” She added, “You had a movie in 
your head when you read the book.” 

Mrs. Orr shared a story-writing secret.  
“Characters get created the way you 

make up imaginary friends.  Nim just 
grew.  I thought about how I wanted 
to be as an eight- or nine-year old.  
She grew as I wrote.  It is a little bit of 
magic,” she told the class.

One student wondered, “Which is the 
favorite book you have written?” Mrs. 
Orr said two Nim books and “Ark in 
the Park.”  She added, “When I was 
your age, ‘Ann of Green Gables’ was my 
favorite book to read.”

Mrs. Orr usually Skypes with older 
students and said, “I am impressed 

with this class and the wonderful job 
Miss Penny did organizing this project.”

Mrs. Jernegan said Mrs. Orr’s virtual 
visit motivated students to read more.  
“It was a great way to make a real-world 
connection by seeing the author and 
hear her speak about her book.”  Mrs. 
Jernegan added, “The students got to go 
behind the book and learn it is a living 
process, not just words on pages … I 
thank Miss Penny for making that hap-
pen.”

Kennett Middle School students previewed careers 
ranging from the military to modeling and the arts 
to orthodontics, to name a few, during the sixth 
annual Career Awareness Day in May.

Students perused hands-on exhibits of nearly 40 
professionals from surrounding communities 
during the day-long event in the gym.  State and 
federal education guidelines call for students to 
learn about careers and specific tasks within an 
occupation.

The professionals told students about the range 
of diversity in their fields, including Ms. Kim 
Duncan who is a welder.  Some girls, but mostly 
boys, listened as Ms. Duncan talked about going 
to school for underwater welding, working on oil 
rigs three months a year, and having nine months 
off.  She now welds on land for BG Helgor & 
Company.

“We introduce sixth and seventh graders to careers 
out in the world.  By eighth grade, we hope they 
want more details about certain careers,” said Miss 
Lauren Boder, seventh grade guidance counselor.

Students swarmed New Garden Police Officer 
Mario Raimato’s table.  He held them at bay with 
yellow caution tape as they took turns trying on a 
police vest.

Veterinarian Dr. Lori Strine let students handle large kidney stones she had removed 
from dogs.  She has volunteered in the community for many years but said this 
was her first time to participate in Career Awareness Day. Dr. Strine told students, 
“There are diverse things to do in veterinary medicine.  I love talking to pet owners 
and taking care of their ‘children.’”  

Eighth graders spent more time with the professionals.  Each student chose three, 
30-minute afternoon career workshops to attend to learn more about careers that 
interested them.

Eighth grader Andrew Kreicker, a lacrosse and football player, said, “I have no idea 
about my career at this point, but the military interests me.”  

Professionals Profile Careers for KMS Students
Senior Airman James del Rio wore two hats on 
Career Awareness Day.  He described civilian avia-
tion to students who dropped by his booth in the 
morning and a career in the military to students 
who attended his workshops.

“The United States military is an extremely 
culturally diverse organization.  In my Air Force 
Reserve squadron both genders are represented 
along with various races and religions.  We have 
many members who were born in other countries 
and are bilingual.  However, the military stresses 
the importance of team work, so although we are 
diverse, we are all a part of one team.  We are all 
Airmen first.”

KMS guidance counselor Mrs. Kori Barley-
Stoudemire said, “Ultimately education is about 
preparing students for life after school.  We want 
them to start thinking about it sooner.” 

Rodrigo Ortiz, an eighth grader, looked forward to 
talking with a Philadelphia Union Soccer repre-
sentative.  He knows what career he would like to 
pursue, “I want to work for a professional sports 

team.”  Mr. Craig Amhaus works for Philadelphia 
Union Soccer and shared what it is like to work in 
the front office of a professional sports team.

Another eighth grader had a career idea he wanted 
to check out.  “My dad wanted to be an architect.  So I am interested in learning 
what is involved in becoming an architect,” said Javier Juarez.

The father of an eighth grade student, Mr. Joel Plotkin, explained how he became 
interested in photography when he was 15.  He is a staff photographer for Bank 
of America, as well as a freelancer.  Will Plotkin was excited to have his dad talk to 
classmates about shooting portraits for a living.

Elizabeth Barrett-Hernandez, the salon owner of Hair Obsessions in Kennett, told 
students that her profession allows her to be home with her children.  Students let 
her assistant, Donnice Brisach, spike their hair as she talked with them about what it 
is like to work in a salon.

Guidance counselor Mrs. Jennifer Reinheimer summed up the day, “We’re getting 
kids to think about careers earlier.  It is a drop-out prevention technique.”

Veterinarian Dr. Lori Strine shows students large kidney stones she had 
removed from dogs. 
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Welcome to the Kennett Consolidated School District’s Parent/Student Resource 
Corner! In each issue of the newsletter, parents and guardians will find educa-
tional web sites that will help keep their student academically engaged and chal-
lenged outside of the classroom. 

Summer Fun!

Your student may be singing no more school, no more books, but summer days 
are no time to become lazy when it comes to your child’s education.  Here are a 
few resources to help your child stay at the front of the class when school busses 
start rolling again in September.

Good Sites for Kids 
http://www.goodsitesforkids.org/literacy.htm 
Good Sites for Kids- A strong literary resource for students in grades 3-8, this 
website guides students and parents to a variety of other literacy websites targeted 
to help students get some extra practice on their individual and grade-specific 
needs. 

The Purdue University Online Writing Lab (OWL)  
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ 
The Purdue OWL is a wonderful online writing resource center for students in 
grades 7-12. This resource offers guides to MLA and APA formats, style guides, 
grammar rules, information on how to write different types of essays, and much 
more. No username or password are needed to access this website.

Online Writing Lab for Elementary Students 
http://www.edina.k12.mn.us/concord/teacherlinks/sixtraits/sixtraits.html 
This website is a great resource for students in our younger grades to explore writ-
ing with their parents. It focuses on six traits that make good writing work and 
provides useful information as well as activity ideas. No username or password 
are required to access this website. 

Study Island: www.studyisland.com 
This website includes reading and math activities for students in grades three 
through eight.  Activities are specifically designed to help students master the 
content specified in the Pennsylvania Assessment Anchors and assessed on the 
PSSA. Usernames and passwords are assigned by classroom teachers.

First In Math: www.firstinmath.com 
This website reinforces basic math skills for students in kindergarten through 
eighth grade. After completing certain skill set requirements, students can play 
bonus games that serve as incentives and encourage students to continue to 
achieve. Usernames and passwords are assigned by your student’s math teacher.

Brightstorm: www.brightstorm.com 
This website provides free tutorial videos created by teachers to help students 
with their math and science homework and prepare them for SAT, ACT, PSAT, 
and AP exams. Teachers explain math and science concepts and work through 
sample problems covering topics such as Algebra, Geometry, Algebra 2, Trigo-
nometry, Precalculus, Calculus, Biology, Chemistry, and Physics. No username or 
password are needed for this website.

Parent/
Student 
Resource 
Corner

Parent/
Student 
Resource 
Corner

Congratulations to the 2011-2012 Kennett Education Foundation Outstanding 
Teachers of the Year. Pictured from left to right are Mike Kelly, Kennett High School, 
Troy Harris, New Garden Elementary School, Judy Jester, Kennett Middle School, 
Kelly Sarro, Mary D. Lang Kindergarten Center, and Jo Stirling from Greenwood 
Elementary School.  Not pictured is Donna Phillips from Bancroft Elementary School. 

KEF Recognizes 
Teachers of the Year

Mrs. Jackie Knight piloted the use of 
Bloom’s Taxonomy, a teaching method-
ology Superintendent Dr. Barry Toma-
setti introduced at the beginning of the 
school year. Mrs. Knight’s fourth grade 
students at New Garden Elementary 
took the challenge of developing their 
own research projects using high-level 
thinking about topics that interested 
them individually.

Initially, Mrs. Knight asked seven stu-
dents if individually they would like to 
create an independent learning center.  
She offered them this choice of doing 
their own research project near the end 
of the school year, and they all said yes.  
Bloom’s Taxonomy encourages a respon-
sive class approach by allowing children 
to make a choice in how they learn.

Mrs. Knight steered them toward non-
fiction research but otherwise gave them 
freedom to research whatever interested 
them.  Students then created indepen-
dent learning centers to present their 
findings.  They used critical-thinking 
skills to create presentation questions 
and tied them to learning activities for 
their classmates.   Each Bloom’s Tax-
onomy question increases in difficulty.  
They include:

•	 Knowledge:  recall basic information 
from the presentation 

•	 Comprehension:  categorize bits of 
the information 

•	 Application:  apply the information 
to a new situation, e.g., use latitude 
and longitude to find Iceland on a 
map

•	 Analysis:  break down the presenta-
tion into parts to identify reasons, 
causes, motives or draw a conclusion

New Garden Fourth Grade Students 
Take Charge of Their Learning

•	 Synthesis:  use critical and original 
thinking to solve a problem, e.g., 
what would be different about your 
life if you could breathe under 
water?

•	 Evaluation:  make a judgment about 
an idea, creation or solution to a 
problem.

For the learning center activities, 
students needed to include vocabulary 
words and a learning activity. Some 
students made vocabulary seek-and-find 
puzzles.

After the seven students presented their 
independent learning centers, the rest of 
the class wanted to create their own.   “I 
almost cried.  Academic choice really 
gets the kids motivated because they get 
to pick their own topic.  It was like a 
spark, seeing them take charge of their 
learning,” said Mrs. Knight.

She said many students learned about 
animals including pandas, orangutans, 
bearded dragons, alligators, hammerhead 
sharks, polar bears, and dinosaurs.  One 
student researched the Dubai Towers.  
Another student learned how chocolate 
is made.

After presenting her independent learn-
ing center, Emma Connolly said, “I 
loved being the teacher – it runs in my 
family.”  Emma’s grandparents and aunts 
are teachers, she said.

Classmate Henry Ortiz said, “It was a 
ton of work, but I learned a lot about 
alligators.”

In making the independent learning cen-
ters, one girl listed learning activities on 
a six-sided wooden cube.  Most students 
used tri-fold boards for the centers.  

“One boy told me he liked working on 
a bigger space rather than being limited 
to a piece of paper,” said Mrs. Knight.  
She said the students worked on their 
projects in school and at home.   “The 
parents were a wonderful help,” she said.   

 “Academic choice promotes indepen-
dence… I am proud of my kids for tak-
ing the challenge,” said Mrs. Knight.

Bloom’s Taxonomy provides opportuni-
ties for students to use knowledge to 
solve real-world problems.  “You’re not 

always going to get play-by-play instruc-
tions in life,” said Mrs. Knight.  “This 
type of learning allows students to take 
charge.  It is a relevant life skill,” she 
said.

Dr. Tomasetti said Blooms Taxonomy 
also helps align the District’s curriculum 
with assessments, thereby preparing stu-
dents for state standardized testing.

All New Garden Elementary fourth 
grade students will develop independent 
learning centers during the 2012-13 
academic year.


